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PREFACE. 



W HEN I began the firft volume of this work, 
I had jud given in my reftgnation to Madame 
d*0. leans at her requeft. It was my intention, 
after. fettling fome bufinefs that required my pre- 
fence at Paris, to travel for two or three years, 
folely for my in(lru3ion, and then to renounce 
the world for ever. Determined never again ta 
appear in fociety, particularly at Paris, I meaat 
folely to publifli the fragments of my Journal of 
Education, but without complaining of or accufisg 
any perfonj in thofe fragments I conieqoently 
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fuppreffcd all the hiftory cf the Abbe Guyot*s re- 
tirement^ , which was related at fuli length, ^s wejl 
as every thing elfe of a fimilar nature. On my 
departure from Auvergne, I fcnt to the prefs the 
firft iheets of the copy of that Journal, leavinglhe 
ofiginal in the hands of a perfon who tranfcribed 
the reft in my abfence, according to marfeii. which 
I made in the margin. Though I had irrecon- 
cilably quarrelled with M. Lebrun from the time^ 
of his refufing to juftify M. de Chartres and me 
againft a calumny from which he might have ex- 
culpated us by bearing teftimony to the truth, I 
wrote to him on the eve of my departure, the 
24th' of April laft, to inform him that, quitting 
the education forever, I fhould now publifh frag- 
ments of my Journal^ but that nothing would ap- 
pear to throw blame on thofe who had be^ under 
my dire£tionj», or on any one. elfe. At that time 
ihis was {{uly my intention, as I believed ]|pioald 
fiever ajain make my appearance in the world. I 
h94 no defife of avenging myfelf : thofe who are 
aCquaintjsd with me know, that, independent of 
principle, my temper and difpofition render me 
abfolutely incapable of fo odious a feeling. .De- 
termined 
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termined to retire for ever. from the intriguing, 
the ungrateful, and the wicked, I thought it fuffi- 
cient to (hew that I had never inftilled any but 
good principles into my pupils : every thing elfe 
that might be imputed to me I regarded with in- 
difference; I was fure that oblivion would foon 
fucceed to enmity, and that even my direfl foes 
would ceafe to hate ine when I reiided far froQi 
them in retirement and obfcurity. One reafon ftill 
more powerful led me to confider this moderation 
as my duty : 1 deemed it a fpecies of c6wardice 
to break the filence I had fo long irapoTed on my- 
felf, and then <xAy to complain of my enemies 
when I was quitting them, and getting out of the 
reach of the envenomed (hafts of their rcfentment. 
. . . .. Oh ! if ever after fo many labours 
and vexations, fortune grant to hiy wifhes a fafe 
and peaceful afylum, I will not prophane the fweet 
leifure of a happy folitude by complaints, difputes, 



and ccnfures. I will never attack or accufe either 
in flying or at m dijiance *. But when I found my- 

felf 

* An amoDymotts author is particularly totitemptible, be- 
canfe Kc neTcr attacks but i& iccurity, and dares not expofe 

kimfelf 
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fe If compelled by my afFeftion for Mademaifelle 
c'Orleans to renounce liberty and quiet, and agaia 
enter the world; I fek that my return would in- 
creafe the malignity of my advcifaries, and thai 

hinifclf to the refentment of the perfon he accufes. To write 
in foreign countries againfl our enemies, or men in power, is 
a daflardlinefs of a {Imilar nature, unlefs we are compelled to 
it by juridical pfocefs« Another fpecies of cowardice &iil 
more deteftable, is to leave behi.id us at our death prxvate me- 
moirs in which our countrymen are cal'/Jnniatcd. Is it poili- 
ble to think of avenging ourfelves when we ihall be iliiixibcr- 
ing in the filent tomb ? For my own part, I kept, during the 
nine years that 1 redded at the Palais Royal, a minute Jour- 
nal of the fccnes that pafTed before my eyes; but with an in- 
tention never to public it. The work is voluminous, and I 
have attempted to draw in it an accurate pidlure of the man- 
ners of the age in which I lived. In this I flatter niyfelf i 
have fucceeded ; but there is not to be found in'it one ferious 
charge even againft thofe by whom I was hated : I mention 
names only when I have praifes to beftow, or my blame falls 
up«n frivolous objedls, and I attack neither ^e morals nor the 
probity of any man. I will add, and I can fay it with equal 
truth, that daring my whole Ufe I have never printed a iingle 
line without my name. This declaration is not altogether 
ufclefs at a time whei) all the world writes, and few think it 
a duty to avow their works. 

I was 
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I was ^ng to fae more thtui ever i%poM to dan- 
ders of every kind : I then adopted the itteafore of 
at length fptaking without reftraiiit^ and of exhi- 
biting an accurate and faithful piSure of my con- 
diiBt for the period of the laft twelve years j and 
this I could not do without giving cxtraQs of the 
Journal kept by M. Lebfun. A report has been 
extenfively propagated, that the tutors fubordinate 
to me have borne every thing that a haughty, vi- 
olent and iinperious woman, full of pride and ca«- 
price, could infliS on'thofe who were fubjed to 
her dire3ipns^ In reading the Journal of M. Le^ 
brun it will not be ctifBcolt to guefs from what 
quarter tbefe tmputJUiohs, repeated in a thoufand 
libellous publications, have proceeded* This Jour« 
nal witr fliew what party has been to blame,' and 
where lies the injufUce. The extraSs I give are 
taken from the original work written wholly by 
M. Lebrun or the Abbi XSuyot ; my anfwers and 
remarks excepted, which are in my own hand. 
This work is alfo deposited with M. Gabion, 
where all who have the curiofity may compare it 
with the printed fragments, Thcfe fragments 
contain a multiplicity of frivolous and childiih de- 
tails. 
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talls^ and a chain of domeiHc altercations and m-» 
trigues^ the paltrinefs of which I am more aware 
of than any one^ becaufe unfortunately I did not es- 
cape with the reading, I had to fuffer and endure 
them. How unceafingly have I been tormiented 
by them, and by the diftionefty, pride, envy and 
hatred from which they originated ! How much 
valuable time, which I might have ufefuily em- 
ployed, have they obliged me to lofe I In confe- 
quence of reproaches and falfehocds, continually 
renewed, I was a thoufsma times forced t^ repeat 
in tlie Jotirhai the fame anfwers and expbnaiipns ; 
in this way I have written the quantity of three or 
four volumes, and fhaU aH my life regreftime & 
difagreeably employed. M. Lebrun*s Journal con- 
fjfts of eleven volumes, and more than a half of 
them is filled with our quarrels and reconciliations. 
Thefelong accounts I have reduced to a few hun- 

r 

dred pages, but what I have omitted perfetSIy rc- 
fembles the fpecimen I have given ; the iamecon- 
duft and the fame fentiments on both fides are 
conftantly difplayed from one end of the Journal to 
tHe other. In the mean time there will be found 
amidfl: ihefe altercations and intrigues ('Ahichl 

am 
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am obliged to piibliih in order to make my juffi- 
ficatlon in every refped coi]l{>Iete) a variety of 
things relative to education, and thefe fragments 
will not prove wholly ufelefs to preceptors enter- 
ing on a courfe of edncation^ and who have not 
yet had an opportunity of ftodying the dtfpofitions 
of children ; they will find in them counlels that 
experience alone can give, and which every pr&* 
ceptor of honelt intentions will always leceive with 
pleafure even from thofe who may poflefe inferior 
talents to himfelf : fcnr in education nothing can 
be of more value than refle6Kons founded on 
fskOtSf and a loitig oU^n^ance and ftudy of the cha^- 
xa€ters of children. 



LESSONS 
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plained of the want of opportunity to aflbciate 
more frequently with his friends and relations ; 
I imagine I fhall fparc him a great deal of mor- 
tification, reftraint, abfurdity, and error, by re- 
ducing within the narrowed limits the occafions 
he may have to dine at Belle Chafle. In this 
there will be nothing exciting notice pr remark, 
fince he may very naturally befuppofed to take 
advantage of the Icifure I give him tovifit his 
brother, his niece and his friends. 1 have con- 
ilantly avoided the appearance of any quarrel 
with the Abbe Guyot, which would have been 
impoflible if I had regarded him as my equal. 
M. Lebrun therefore will be fo obliging as to 
inform him of the contents of this note in ge- 
neral, if he fhould think that moft proper, or 
clfc merely that I invite bim to dine at Belle 
Chafle Sundays and Wednefdays ; but have not 
that honour for Fridays, on which day Madame 
de Valence, her fitter, when fhe is at leifure, 
and other perfons of my family, favour me 
with their company ; and when the Duchefs de 
Chartres will fcmetimes come, as opportunity 
may ferve. As to Mondays, on which day the 
princes dipe with their mother, 1 imagine the 
Abbe will not think it extraordinary that I (hould 
not aflc him to dine in private with my mother 
and ttie. He may therefore give to the different 
branches of his fiimily Mondays and Fridays, 
and even whenever he pleafes all the four days 
that the princes do not dine at home. M. Le- 
brun, as I hav^ already faid, we fhall always be 
glad to fee at Belle Chafle without diflindion of 
days ; at the fame time that I flialt not think it 
flrange if he ibould take thcfe days to vifit his 

* fricndi 
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heady to take the orders ofMonfeigneur, which 
arc t^at there Jhould be no table provided on fuch 
occaftons. I am therefore obliged pofitivcfy to 
enjoin the cook to make no proviiion, on the. 
days when the princes are abfent, for any pcr- 
fon whatever. I will add that it is neither 
fitting nor poffible that the princes cook fiiould 
take upon him to provide for others: the Abbe, 
therefore, when he choofes to dine in his cham- 
ber, will be plcafed to adopt fome other hnodc. 
I beg M. Lebrun to tell him all this. 
^ I have forgotten to obfei*ve that the arrange- 
ment refpe6iing dinners win be difpenfed with if 
either of the gentlemen (hould be ill ^ for then 
the cook will have directions to provide every 
thing that may be neceffary for them.' 



i^irt* 
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Note ofMcdame de Genlit. 






X HE Abbe Guyot has been hereto tell me in 
prfuive terms that he cannot ditie out on Mon- 
day, becaufe neither his brother tior any of his 
frl ends keep faft ; and, from what IVT. Lebrun 
had read to him of the Journal, his determination 
was to dine at Belle Chafle : had M. Lebrun 
read to him the whole of what I have written 
upon the fubjeft, his determination I fufpe6t 
would have been very different. I might have 
replied to the Abbe, that fince my own obfer- 
vance of Lent has been neceflarily interrupted, 

* there 
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there is no one at Belle Chafle aaHo farts, and 
that it would be much more natural that his 
brother ihould have the complaifance to provide 
him fad difties, than I, who am neither his rela- 
tion, nor his friend, nor his afTociate, or indeed 
that he fhould dine in his chamber. But the 
determination of the Abbe was fo imperious, 
that I took the part of holding my tongue. I 
fhall find fome other means of emancipating 
my felf from this ftrange tyranny.' 



Monday t 21 March, 1785. 
I^ote of Madame de Genii s: 



I 



HAVE had no time to make obfervations up- 
on this journal for fome days part, and I fhall 
therefore do it now. I have written in forni in 
the Journal, that the Duke de V-ilois was to be 
abfolute mailer of the choice of place where he 
would take the air, with the fole rcflriftion of 
his being fubmiflive to any remonrtrances that 
may be macje refpeSing the eafe of the horfes. 
This article, as 1 haVc before obferyc'd, I read 
to the Duke and Duchefs de Chartres, by 
whom it was highly approved Bwt M. Le- 
brim takes from him this liberty, and witliout 
any reafon relative to the horfes, fince it was. 
more fatiguing for them to go to Mouceaux 
than to have remained in the flable. Should 
the Duke de Valois frequently choofe the Palais 
Royal for his airing, it would be lefs- conducive 
to his health, the air of that place not being fo 

B 3 . * good; 
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good; but it would be fufGcient to point this 
out to him ; and the orders of M. Lebrun were 
improper, becaufe I had enjoined the contrary, 
Befide, as I read^this Journal every day, M. 
Lebrun might complain in it of any want of 
complaifance on the part of the Duke dc Va- 
loi?, and I fhould know how to punifh it ; but 
he cuglit not authoritatively to take from the 
Duke a right given him by me. The Duke 
ftrongly felt ihe injuftice of the proceeding, and 
mentioned it to me. I contented rnyfelf with 
obferving that it was true I had given him this 
rifyhf, but that I (hould deprive him of it again 
if 1 found tha(t he abufed it; and that he might 
be fure if M. Lebrun had not followed my 
direSion?, it was from forgetful nefs, or from 
his thinking of fomething elfe ; as I knew him 
to be extremely pun dual and juft.— The Duke 
de Valois farther complained that M. I^ebrun 
would affign no reafon for refufing hiih to go 
to fee the black woman ; atid that he toM him 
it was hh fancy. To this I replied, that M. 
Lebrun was too wife a man to aft merely from 
fancy ; and that he h^d a very good reafon fijr 
the refufal, namely, that the black woman was 
naked : I added, it is true you have feeh a 
thoufand naked figures, and you draw them in 
this (late : but at your age, in particular, it 
would be a breach of decorum to go and era* 
mine, in a garden that is almoft public, an in« 
decent obje6t. In this manner I toTd him what 
was nearly the truth ; I did not excite his curi- 
ofity, but I fatisfied It ; and it is in this fimple 
manner that M. Lebrun (hould have a^ed. 
To an infant we do not aflign our reafons ; 

' but 
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btit it IS dangeroQs and difgcrfting to tell an in- 
tellfgent, fenfible, and wdfl informed child^ in 
his twel&h year, that we a£t folely from fancy : 
if he believe it, he receives a very bad example, 
an example of caprice, and confequently of 
irrationality: if he believe it not, we lefTen his 
.confidence and friendiKip, and fet his imagination 
at work, as he burns with the defire of difcover- 
ing our true motive. In fine, I do not wifh the 
Duke de Valois to be treated for a fingle mo- 
ment as a prince ; but it is time that we fhould 
begin to treat him as a man ; that he fhouid be 
' guided by reafon and fTiendihip ; that our re- 
' proofs fliQuld have an air of confideration for 
^ his age, to raife him in his own eyes, and fet 
■ htm altogether above a ftate of childhood ; and 
^ )th«t be. (hould be fpared every little ufelcfs 

* contradiSiOK, in order that in things of impor- 
f tancean inflexible feverity may have due weight. 
^ The Abb^ Giiyot ,and M^ Lebrun are at all 
^ times tbo fevers and delpotic in trifles ; they 
f preach to the children a great deal too much ; 

* th^y al^vays indeed preach, and never talk. 

* They fliould do exaSly the revcrfe : preaching 

* wearies, donvcr&tion alone iiifti-uds. We 

* (hoald artfully contrive to render our ieflfons of 

* diis nature profitable, without the children per- 
*■ <:eivhig what is our aim. They both fear and 
' Jove me, and are fond of my company, though 

* I find them conftant employment, and frequently 
f reprove, them : but I pradife no imnece(£urf 

* tyranny, no pedantry, no caprice ; and I there- 

* fore fifri them fubmiffive, mild, fenfible, and 

* defirous of pjeafmg me. I muft pofitively infifl: 

* on M. Lcbrun's being In fiituare more attentive 

B 4 . * to 
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* to Aich things as we have agreed upon : I begin 

* to be weary of being obliged frequently to re- 

* peat at length the fame things ; and 1 have not 

* time for this V 



^hurfJay^ l/^ April, 17 85. 
NgU of Madame de Genlis, 

1 CANNOT conceive how the Duke de Va- 
iois^ who is always fo fubmiifive with me^ can 
be guilty of faying impertinent things ; but I 
know that M. Lebrun ought not to prevent him 
from giving what orders he thinks proper to his 
fervants. If thefe orders appear to be unrcafon- 
able, a fhort remark is fufficient ; and even 
this would be ill timed before the fervants. He 
ought not to be prevented from giving orders, 
unlefs he (houid choofe for that puq)ofe a time 
that wou^ inteiTupt his leflbns. He thinks that 
the trifling degree of liberty I have granted hira 
in thisrefped is not pleafingto the Abb6Guyot 
and M. Lebrun ; and the reprefentations they 
have made on the fubjeS, of which this Journal 
bears witnefs, convince me that he is right : 
but 1 told him that he was miftaken, and that 
the fuppofuion was abfurd ; he is however of an 
age when we begin to fee things with our own 
eyes. As to the interference of M. Lebrun 
refpe£ting the window> it was natural enpugb, 

♦ The defign of the'c continual contrarieties wa% that, by 
wearying me, I might be tempted to relinquiOi nay painful 
talk ; and indeed to continue it required a perfeveraQce that 
w^s proof a^ainit tfvtry thing. 

' as 



of the Princes. 9 

as he had a cold; but it was by no means fo 
that the Abbe, having no cold, fhould impe- 
rioufly keep the windows ihut in fuch fine 
weatlier, which is not only difagreeable, but in- 
jurious to the health of children, and all young 
perfons. Oppofitions like thefe they have 
never experienced from me. At Saint Leu, 
when I had a very bad fore throat, and the 
weather was damp, I opened the window to 
give them their lefFon. The Duke de Valois 
obferved me putting on my cloak, and afked 
me why I did fo : I anfwcred ihat the air in- 
commoded me ; but as it was pleafant to him, 
' I wifliedtTie window to be open. He was fen- 
^ iible of this attention, and would have fhut it : 
^ to this I would not confent, and from that hour I 
^ might have kept him in a ftove without his ex- 
^ preffing^ny diflike. Convinced that I am not 
' ielfifli, and that I love them, they obey me with- 
^ out reluSance. I punifh without irritating 

* them ; I carefs without fpoiling them ; and I 

* am fo little jealous of my afcendancy, ^hat I let 

* no opportunity. cfcape of unfolding the myftery 

* to the Abbe and M. Lebrun, who. would under- 
^ iland it as well as I do, if like me th^y 

* had refle&ed twenty years on the fubjeS, and 

* like me alfo had completed the education of 

* fcveral young- perfons, previoufly to the prefent 

* undertaking. Thefe gentlemen never afe me 

* any queftions ; they imagine that they are ac- 

* quainted with the minds of children : but this i$ 

* no eafy- acquifition ; and all the merit in the 

* world will be of little avail without long ex- 

* perienceandmeditation.— The Duke de Valois 
' has alfo appeared to me defirous of Having the 

B 5 * difpofal 
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difpofal of his cakes (brioches) ; that is to fay, of 
liaving the ^leafure of giving them himfelf. 
He hasnotaiked this of me, nor have 1 faid any 
thin^r to.him upon the fubje£t; but I recom- 
mend to the gentlemen to grant, as of them*- 
ft Ives, this permiffion both to the Dukede Va- 
Icis and his brother ; inftruSing them at Ae 
fame time to what perfons among their atten- 
dants they fhould make thefc prefents. If the 
gentlemen appeared defirous that the princes 
tlVould enjoy, in this and other trifling matters 
of equal indifference, a liberty fuiced to their 
age, they would be extremely grateful for it ; 
and the gentlemen would foon perceive its good 
eflPefis in a real increafe of fnendfhip.-- All 
-however that I can do in the biifmcfs is to give 
thcm^ my advice, though it be perfeftly uu- 
aiked,* 



Note o/Madamt dt Genlis. 

1 HAVE received froni the.Abb^ Guyot a 
lc<^ of efevcki page«, relative <to an article iir 
• hisjouri!^, written by me a month ago. I 
ihall begifl by deelariug, that io futuiie I Wilt 
i^eceive no letter from either of the gentjemen, 
upoo the pijbj^d of the education in which we 
are engaged. When they * have any thing to 
fay to me,' tet them do it in this Journal, and I 
will take the fame mode of anfwering them ; 
but they muft excule my reading whatever they 
may write to me in any other way.— In thi$ 

• eleven 
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this nature to the children relative to myfelf, 
and y.et they never behave improperly to me ; 
they are plcafed with my company, and they 
have an equal fear and love for me. The Abbe, 
to prove that he does not difplay any pedantry 
in his treatment of the princes, informs me, that 
he permits the Duke de Valois to call him 
preacher J and to fay that he fermorafes. For 
my own part, though no one has ever thought nrie 
pedantic, I here avow that as long as I live I 
will never fuffer a pupil under my care to take 
fuch a liberty with me. Preoching is always 
pedantry, and an abfurd mode of conveying 
moral inftruftion, that muft fail of its end. A 
preachment is another word for tedious difcour/e ; 
and I repeat it, 1 fhculd think every thing foft if 
one of my pupils thought or fpoke in this man- 
ner of what I faid to them. 1 will not permit 
their freedom with me to degenerate into fami- 
liarity or ridicule. I knew them too well to give 
them fuch an afcendancy over me.— -In the 
Abbe's letter there is one article that has occa- 
fioned me no rn;tle furprife. 1; relates to M. 
Lebrun : the following is a literal tranfcript of 
it. His labours y his cares j his pains y the contra- 
di^ions he has to encounter y are continual : I fear 
that his^ health will Jink under them : would it not 
he humane and well worthy of youy madamy to 
fpare him one party and to ajpjl him daily to .fup- 
port the other f 

* Four days of the week, including thofe on 
which they dine with the Duchefs de Chartres, 
the princes are at Belle ChafTe from half after 
-twelve till nine at night. M. Lebnin has thus 
four entire days in every week at bis own dif- 

* pofal 
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pofal. On the other days they are at Belle 
ChaflTe from five till half after eight : and he: c 
again he has three hours and a half at liberty 
onthefedays, Vv^ hat man filling fiich afitiia- 

^ tion ever had fo miich time to himfelf * ? The 
princes have learned nothing by heart but from 

' me ; I have myfelf made all their extracts, and 

• thefe cxtra&s, cxclufiveof thofc I have given to 

• the Abbe and M. Lebrun, form three volumes, 
which I conftantly read to them at our lefTons. 
To this muft be added, that when the children 
are at home M. Lebrun is not the only perfon 
employed with them; he has only to teach 
them the elements of geometry and hear them 

' repeat verfcs : this is the whole of his talk, and 
^ he can difpofe of himfelf as he pleafes during 
^ the time when the Abbe gives his leflbns. I 
^ cannot therefore but think that he has con- 

* fiderable leifure and reft. Where then arc 
' thofe continual labours of which the Abb^ fpeaks, 

• and in what, do they confift ? I am equally un- 

* acquainted with the pains and contradi^ions he 
' has to encounter. What arc they ? How can I 

• affift.him more eflFeftually than I do? What 

* more ought my humanity to perform to prevent 

* his health from Jinking under his cares ^ his labours, 
' ^c ? I earneftly entreat the Abb6 ,to anfwer 

* lo the order of things eftabliihed before my conned^ion 
with the princep, their governor, fond of focicty, gave his 

JinpiU onfy^two or three hours of his time, and not a (ing^e 
cffon, for an txcellent reafon, which it is not difficult to 
divine ; and the fnbgovernoi- was totally deprived of liberty, 
and had not a moment to himfelf. M. Lebrun*s leifure time 
will foon be incrcafed (till more than it is at prtfeat ; in the 
' latter yeats of the education, we fiiall find that he will have 
ten houis liberty every day. 

« thefe 
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thefe queftions in the Journal, for I fhould in 
vain rack my underilanding to comprehend this 
iliange article. 1 requell him to anfwer thenn 
immediately, and not three weeks hence, when 
this volume will be flniihed, and it will require 
feme pains to find them all. An anfwer is 
then only clear when it direcHy follows the 
queftion.— As to the friendjbip and confidence 
which. the Abbe is defirous ihould fubfift be- 
tween us, I have already given an anfwer to it 
in the Journal, wliich I rcqueft M. Lebrun to 
acquaint him with, and to read to him the 
whole of this note.— The Abb6 concludes with 
faying that fomebody calumniates thefe gentle- 
men to me. But the Journal and many letters 
which I have in my pofleflion prove, that the 
Abbe had complained of my pretended preju- 
dices and that M. Leb«irn was on the fame 
footing with me as he is at preferit before this 
fomebody had any thing to do with the education. 
I have experience and firmnefs enough to fee 
with my own eyes, and not to fuffer myfelf to 
be lead away by the opinions of any one ; good 
fenfe and integrity enough to hate calumny and 
not to be its dupe ; too little leifure to 
think of wafting my. time upon wranglrngs and 
tale bearing, when I have a right to interrogate 
openly) to call to an account, and to complain 
without myftery and referve, if what I dired 
be not carried into execution. Xti fine, had the 
Abb^ employed the leaft refledion he would 
not I believe have accufed, without any kind of 
proof, the perfon to whom he alludes of being a 
flanderer, nor me of being a filly dupe, delibe- 
rately and knowingly fufiWing myfdf to be led 

•by 
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by fb difgraceful a chamber ; for flrch would be 
the cafe if I fecretly lillehtd to and believed 
calummesy as the Abb^ aflerts, without aifi gnirg 
the fmalleft rcafon. 

* 1 beg M. Lebrua to read to the Abbe all that I 

have written in the Journal to-day. 1 conclude 

with affuring the gentlemen that they are not 

= flandercd, that I efteem thenn, that it depended 

= on themfelves alone to have pofleffed all my 

' fiicndihip, thatlih'ail always feel a real concern 

* for their welfare, that I perceive in them con- 
' fiderable merit, but at the fame time itfeems to 

* me that they are not ftifBciently acquainted with 

* children, and with the art of inaking themfelves 

* feared and loved by them ; that what I fay to 

* them opoin the fubjcS proceeds, not from a 

* propenfity to find fault, but from a defirc that 

* they fhould have more influence over the hearts 

* asid minds of their puipils, for the fake of their 

* prefent and future happinefs and the fuccefs of 

* our labours ; that they appear to be eafily irritat- 
*, ed and hurt, that they fiippofc me to poflefs a 

* petty pride to which I am a ftr&ngcr, andfejdom 

* tinderftaod me ; that 1 have never wiflied to be 

* eqnfulted by them from motives of vanity, but 

* bccaufe, being a mother j havirtg begun and 
< finifhed the education of two children, and I 
' will venture to fay with fome fuccefs, having 

* for twenty years turned all my thoughts to the 

* fttbjcd, and pufaldfhed fome works deflitute 
'i neither of lisafonnor a knowledge of children, I 
^ muft natnrally be better acqaainted with it than 
' they ; that at the fame time I give them credit 
^ (br zeal and good intentions, and have hitherto 
^ faid every tlmig to the D^ke and Duchefs de 

• Chartres 
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* Chartres that could heighten them in their 

* efteem, a juftice which I fhall al\yays be ready 

* to do them with the greateft pleafure.' . . 



M^ednefclay^ zo Aprily 1785. 

Note' ^f Madame de Genlis, 

X HAVE but one oh]t6tmmtvf^the goodof the 
education in which, we are engaged '^ and as I ad 
neither from caprice ftor ill hiimour, I am very- 
certain that refleftion, and the experience and 
honefty of M. Lebrun will ultimately lead him 
to think and aftlike me. in this refpeS. In the 
mean time fome little difputes will perhaps 
arife ; but certain of the fcrupuloufnefs and 
purity of M, Lebrun's principles on eflential 
points, I (hall be fufficiently attentive and quick 
fighted to watch minuter matters, and patient 
enough to endure flight OKirmurs and tranllent 
diffalisfaSion/ 



Note of the Abbe Guyot. 



s 



INCE the Countefs de Genlis leaves no other 
way of communicating any remarks on the fub* 
jcft of education but the Journal, the Abbe Guyot 
takes this method of anfwering (bme articles of a 
note fliehas inferted in it relative to the long letter 
which he* bad the honour to write to her. He 

admits 
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adiTiits that it is very Fong, but it was ncceffary In 
order to do away the diftreffino: opinion which 
the Countefs had exprcffed rerpe6ting the manner 
in which M. Lebrun and the Abbe conduced 
thcmfelvcs towards the princes. 

The fiift and moft confiderable argument is 
drawn from the gentlenefs and forbearance of their 
principles, and a conduft flowing from thofe prin- 
ciples. The Countefs pjetcnds that mildriefs and 
indulgence were ill timed during thcfirft eighteen 
months of the princes being under her care. 
Frora the pifkure ihe draws of the princes at that 
period, the* Abbe Guyot does not know them. 
They had a lively fenfc of religion, of juflice, 
benevolence, honour and emulation, with perfefir 
docility and confidence in their preceptors ; and 
their acquirements were certainly fttperior to their 
age. In £ne, the bioflbms of the fruits that now' 
excite our admiration, were fuflaciently developed. 
The cares and talents of the Countefs have 
haftcned and augmented thefc fruits ; but ftic is 
too juft not to acknowledge that the time had not 
been Toft,, that none of the happy difpofitions of 
the princes had been thwarted, and that fuch ex- 
ertions had been made to corrcd their childifli 
faults -as to. give hopes that the progrefs of their 
age would (hortly obliterate every trace of them*. 

The Abb^ Guyot then ran over, in his letter, 
all the means by which he could fuppofe the 
Countefs to have acquired the opinion which he 

* What, of thofe (hrleks and faintings at tnc (i|he of a dog, 
a " childifli fault" which had been permitted to take' root friom 
the age of four to that of eight, without the lead attempt to 
concft it > of that effeminacy, that rudcncfs, that felfiflinefs, 
that propeofity to telling; lie»,a^d to goffiping? 

was 
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was attempting to overturn. Was it from her 
own obfervations ? from any complaints of the 
princes ? from the reprefentatlons of other per- 
fcns? He knows no other way of acquirtiig an 
opinion. The laft of thefe three modes has made 
a lively impreflion on the Countefs ; not without 
realbn had the idea been oth^ than general; 
but when it is made perfonal, the Abb6 no longer 
recognifcs it. for his own. In conjeQures he al- 
lows himfelf, but never in accufations, unlefs they 
are iifdlfpenfable and evident. 

'1 he Countefs blames the Abb^ Guyot for per- 
mitting the Duke de Valois to call him preacher, 
becaufe £he confiders the word as fynoriimbus 
with a tedious talker. To give thefe two words 
anidentity of fignification, it would be neccflary 
taconnea with them an idea of pedantry. The 
AbbfGuycI: has carefully avoided every thing of 
thatkind*, and the prince certainly imputes no 
fuch quality to him ; the exprcffion has been the 
refult of mere pleafantry, the meaning of which 
is determined by the gaiety and good-will that 
accompained it. It would therefore have b^en an 
unreafonable piece of captioufnefs to have cenfurcd 
it. The Duke de Valois, whofe intentions are 
hcncfl and dix^Qt^ would have been aftoniflied at 
i\\z cenfure, and perhaps by fuch a captioufnefs a 
degree of improbability would have bceh givch to 
the part that it is fometimes nectflkry, whether 
we Uke it or no, for 4 tutor toplay with his (mpilsf « 

♦ Nothing can furcly more .ftroBjtIy faggcft the idea «f 
pfdantry than fuch a manner of exprefling oaefclf. 

•f* WeoisKt never to play a part, and lead of all vnik 
children; aiTomed maoaers and paffions are yrhat diey moft 
eaiily dctea:) and mod cefUmly diil^e. 

The 
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The immediate (confcquencfc dF bur juftification 
'was, t&at we meriijcd the entire confidei^ce of the 
Countefs in every thing relative to the education 
of the princes ; and the kttcr in reality concludts 
Avith milking this demand. The Abbe Guyot 
thought it his duty to ihew,. that M. Lebrun in 
particular was highly ^^onhy of it. He fpokc of 
his lafaoursy his f)ains, %w\ the contradidions he had 
to encounter. The Countefs is aftonifhedat this 
language^ and demands an ejcplaiiation.. He can 
only fay, that M.. Lebrun does not a-ppear to him 
to be happy, and that he well deferves to be fo. 
Happinefs does not confift in having three hours 
leifure a day, as the Countefs feems to think : 
conftant labour is an additional fatisfaQion to men 
whofeT^eal leads them to devote themfelvcs entirely 
asd folely to the honourable talk with tvhich thty 
are cntrufted. Unanimity, concord and agree- 
ment between all the perfons ccncemed - in it, 
ought- to ibften the pains of every day, and enfure 
the fucccfs of their labours. The confidence of 
the chief can alone procure this juft confblation. ' 
The Countefs declares that it depended on our* 
felves alone to have poffcffed all her ftiendihip. 
The Abb6 Guyot replies with perfed fincerity, 
that he in particular would have been highly flat-* 
tered with the friendlhip of the Ccunteft, and be- 
lieves that he has. done nothing which ought to 
have prevented his obtaining it. But if every one 
is mafter of the confidence arifin-g from fentiment^ 
that>vhicli depends on cftecra cannot be refufed : 
it is thclatter which is demanded of the Coiintefs^ 
and demanded by us only, the more fuccefsfuHy Xo 
difchargc the important cares with which we are 
inverted. To the granting this flie csm feel no 

repugnance. 
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repugnance, after the proteftations of efteemwiih | 
which (he has been pleafed to terminate her Bote. 
The Abbe Guyot will conclude with proreilirjg 
on his part, that he has a high opinion of the 
knowledge, underftandtng ^ talents and accomplifh- 
ments of the Countcfs. The happinefs of her coad- 
jutors would deferve to be cited, if fhe deigned to 
ftew us greater confidence*, and particularly if, 
by her manner of treating us before the princes, 
ftie were careful to convince ihem that of fuch 
confidence we arc not unworthy. 



iVjLR. Lebrun fays, that he did not anfwerin 
time to the article I iHention, hecmfe he kturws 
not how to writt. A ft range inftance of modefty, 
and which I may, without rudenefs,fay,i8 per- 
fcSly unfounded. Befide, to confute fa Ss by fafts, 
if it be in our power, requires neither eloquence 
nor talents for writing : found reafons have no 
need of polifhed language ; and the negligent 
and incorreS ftyle in which I write in the Jour- 
nal fufBciently ihewsthat I do not think fuch 
ornaments at all neceffary to a work of this kind. 
Thefe gentlemen appear to be mortified that \ 
will admit of no explanations but in this Journal. 
1 remember a proverb which fays, words fpaken 
vamjbf words written remmn. What is my fe- 

* This confidence according to them, confided in my letruif 
to them all the IciTons, and changing my whole plan of cdoca- 
tioD, to fullow the beaten track. 

curity 
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cvirity in this reCpefl:, will be equally that of 
tliefe gentlemen; our condu^ cannot be too 
dear, too evident, when we are charged with 
fJutiesof fuch importance. 
* The Abbe fays, that z preachment in private fo* 
ciety i§not, as I have afferted, fynonimous with 
a tedious difcourfe. He maintains that he a^d 
very properly in indulging the Duke de Valois 
in fuch pleafantry. I think other wife, and there 
is nothing in the Abbe's anfwer that induces me 
to change my opinion. The Abbe fays, that in 
' zccyjfin^ fimebody of calumny, he had no parti- 
^ cular perfon in view. I appeal to his confcience, 
' and to that of M. Lebrun, refpcSing fo im- 
probable an evafion, and I fliafi take care of 
the Abbe's letter. The Abb6 fays, that he 
(hould not know the princes .from the pi&ure 
I draw of them, at the time when they were 
firft entrufted to me. This is accufing me of 
lying, and of lying from the bafe and paltry 
motive of enhancing the value of what I have 
-done. Let us fee if truth can be pleaded in ex- 
cufe for this ftrange rudenefs.- I have faid that 
the princes were ignorant for their age : not a 
fingle extraA on any fubjeS had ever been 
given them ; they had learned by heart no one 
circumftance of hiftory, nor eyen a date ; they 
had not the lead idea of the firft principles of 
morality, of what they owed to their father and 
mother; they were equally ignorant of the coiti- 
. mon civilities of life, always anfwering with a 
motion of the head, or the monofyilables yes and 
w ; they had not acquired a word of Englifh, 
though they had learned the language for feme 
time; nor of mythology, nor of geography-; in 
bodily exercifts they were equally deficient^ 

• unable 



22 Journal of Eddcaiion 

unable to nin ten fteps, or even to walk, or go 
down flairs, without being led by the hand. To 
thefe latter circtinnftances all the world was wit- 
nefs, as well as to iheir aftoniftiing vulgaiity. 
Without appealing to teftimony which the Abbe 
may confider as fufpicious, I will mention tJic 
Duke and Duchefs de Chartres, who were ex- 
tremely grieved and offended at it, and who 
have ftill a perfc^ remembrance of it. I have 
faid that the princes were li/irsy that is, the 
Duke de Valois ; for as to the other he was {^c^ 
much below lies' age, fo perfeftly in his firft in- 
fancy, as to be incapable of any thing. The 
Duke and Duchefs de Chaitres will certify that 
the Duke de Valots told lies continually and de- 
liberately, and this Journal incontellably proves 
it, as 'Well as every thing clfe that I have (aid. 
The firft eighteen months are full of M. Le- 
brun's compl^nts, refpc6^ing the falfehoods and 
inventions of the Duke de Valois. This vice, 
of all others the moft mean and deteftable, is of 
itfelf fufficient to enable me to fay, that a child 
has been badly educated \ and we ought tofparc 
no puniihment to eradicate fo odious a habit. 
For more than a year the Journal has made no 
mention of any lies on the part of the Duke de 
Valois ; he is therefore cured of this fault, or at 
leaft it is no longer a habit; and if 'at fix years 
old he had been punifhed for it, it would not 
have exifted at eight. I have faid that he was 
timid '^ he was fo much fo as nearly to faint at 
the fight of a dbg* ; he had a thoufand other 

* wcakneffes 

* There arc certainly natural antipathies not incomptiible 
with courtge, that is to I'aj, with gsntemp.t of death. Ikocw 

I very 
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wcakneflTes and fears, to which Mademoifelle, 
though younger, was an entire Granger : and this 
too 15 proved by the JournaJ, in which there ai e 
various relations of this nature in the hand- writ- 
ing of M. Lebiiin. Thus does it appear, in 
fpite of alt denials and evafions, that every ihing 
which I have faid is fcnipuloufly true. If it 
had not exifled, how could I prove, not only 
that I have not concealed the truth, but alfo that 
' I have not exaggerated it? When the Abb6 
^ thinks proper to claim my particular confidence, 
^ he muft let me fee that he is better acquainted 

* with the refpefl'due to my perfon, my cha- 

* rafter and my fituation, and above all, that he 

* has more fmcerity and regard to truth. For the 

* reft, I would difpenfe with his compliments, 

* which I eflimate at little value from whatever 
' quarter they come, and vi^hich between hini and 

* me are certainly mifplaced \ and I requeft him 

* in future to fave himfelf the trouble of afluring 

* me that he has a Ugh opimsn of my accomplipments. 

* To my queftion relative to M, Lebrun, the 

* Abbe replies, that all he meant ivas, that Af . 

* Lebrun was not happy, I could not have ima- 

* gined, that, when he faid, Af. Lebrun isfrnk- 

* ing under his labours^ his health is nearly de- 

* Jlroyed; and when he requefted me to ajfiji hini 

* more effectually^ he only intended to exprefs the 

* idea that M. Lebrun was not happy, 1 he Abb6 

* adds, that three hours leifure will not confer hap" 

a very brave man wbo turned Hck at the ilght of a de&d body. 
Il is knowq that Peter the Great had a natural antipathy to 
water ; but he proved that this kisd of weaknefs is not incof- 
rigiblct Nothing is moxc eafy than to cure children ot I'ucb' 
things. 

* pinefs. 
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pinsfs. This is not accurate, for M. Lefan^.n h^ 
more than three hours leifure. In the mornirg 
he has at lead an hour unemployed, and four 
times a week, including this hour, he has nearly 
ten hours leifure a day, which is very difFereni 
from three. The Abb6 concludes with a veiy 
infidious expreffion. He -fays, that he could 
wiih, particularly before the princes, that I 
would treat my coadjutors in a manner that im- 
plies greater confidence in them. This tends lo 
infihuate that I authorife the princes to feel for 
thefe gentlemen lefs refpeS than they ought, 
which is the extreme of injuftice. I hav« given 
thcfe gentlemen every righl over the princes 
that I pofll'fs myfelf, of rewarding and puni/h/ng 
them, of depriving them of going to the play, 
5fc*, I know not by what infatuation thefe 
gentli^men have chofen not to avail themfelves 
of this right, or at leaft not to derive from it 
fufficient advantage. Whenever they have 
complained to me, I have treated the children 
with the utmoft feverity, and 1 havecontinual/y 
repeated to them that thefe gentlemen are en- 
titled ^o their confidence^ etff'cHon^ fuhmtjfion and 
rejpcdl, both on account of their merit y and the 
gratitude that is due to their friendfbip end cares. 
All th^fe things I have faid, and repeated in- 
ceffantly to the child'en, and in the prefence of 
the gentlemen themfelves. The Journal abounds 
with proofs of this, and the gentlemen affuredly 

* Conceiving that puni/Kmcnts were calculated to eitcitc ia 
children a hatred of their tutors, they pcrfifted in leaving this 
dangerous right, as they iuppofed, to me. Infte.rd of punifti- 
m^nt , they naultiplicd long fcrmon% by which they tired ihe 
children to death, and rendered tbcnafclves neither refpcflcd 
nur ellcemed. 

« will 



z6 Journal cf Education 



-4. 



reft of thefe gentlemen ftrongly at heart. Tki 

* -can fay, that on my fide aH thefe duties «re fc- 

* puloufly fulfilled, vtth&utrehi^iace or diificu' 
;• i beof M. Lebiun to read the whole of this anfv^ 
^ lb the Abt«.' 



Saturday, 2^ A^il ij9 

Note df fhe Ahbe Gt^^ 

JN the lad two notes of the Countefi, the Ab. 
'Cruyet could find fuffictem matter to make a h' ^ 
volume, fo many things has {ht ^feid which wci: 
require minute explanation : he will be as brief, 
poffible. 

•In refilling every-mode of correfpondencc but i} 
one ihc has eUablifhed, of -writing in this Journa 
the Countefs cites the political 4iiaxim, words fpck' 
"vanijb^ wcrds ^written remain ^ they would ^quai' 
Ti^main in private 'letters, and^nany inconveniencie . 
which may be embarraffing, would he avoided v 
But theobjcS of the Countefs, it fecms, is to fc- 
ctire a tiiagaxine of confronted fads to prevent fm 
fubterfuges as might afterwards be employed by ur 
of apology. To this the Abbe replies ^dn dl ec 
■terms, we ihall in no cdfe ftandin need of apolog' ; 
and if at any time we incur blame, we defire to ^ 
pardoned upon no other terms than thofe of the mc: 
trank avowal. To eoncIude,'he is. obliged to rema;^ 
that a fufpicion and miflruft of this ibrtmuft be ex- 
ceedingly painful to thofe who co-operate in any ai- 
fair, and very difguffmg to the principal who em- 

* Private let,ter8 are loofe pieces of paper whlcli may be lot- 
and if a peffon is really deiirous of writing oo thefe fcpar.i 
papers, ^^Ky fltould-he be stveiie tovrnti^ in a joumal? 
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f>art, it would be difBcult^for him to name the p^ 
ions deferving the preference. But this was r- 
the bufinefs ; the bufincfs was to annihilate . 
fountain of injury, which, it may be, exif^ed : h 
wilhed, without the .burthen of methodical ev- 
xlence^ that his mind ftiould fpeak to th.e mind c 
-the Countefs.; he thought merely of fcattering thcf 
clouds which darkened the juftification t)f him ft: 
^nd his brother preceptor, and of coHeSing from a 
-quarters the rays that might beflow luflre on the/ 
^aufe*. 

rrke Countefs again adverts to the fituatibn ot 

M. Lebiun, of which the Abba's own is a tolerable 

-faithful refemblance. Whether they are wththe 

-princes or not, they arc conftantly employed as 

■men of honour, engaged in bufinefs of iinportaiicc. 

-Can the leifure time the coutitefs allows them enter 

into the calculation of their happinefs? Is not the 

time they devote to their duties accompanied with 

continual inquietude? ITiey labour with all the ar- 

dour of the fincereft zeal, and fcarcely ever receive 

the flighteft mark- of fatisfaftion. ASions, words, 

fiUnce, looks, -every thing feems to announce ^n 

habitual difcontent. If a jud fenfibility manife/i 

itfelf, rnftcad of being appealed, it is rendered 

*more painful by bitter crlticifms and cenfures, as if 

It were a crime to wifh to fliew ourfelves irre- 

«proachable. Here the AbbS Guyot ftops^ he is 

fearfiil that the intention of complaining will be 

afcribed to him. But no, he will not^ by an in- 

ftance of weaknefs, diminirtx the .merit of three 

years and a half of conllancy and courage ; and he 

fhould deem it a happinefs, if, by fuffering flill 

more, he could convince the Countefs that his cha- 

rtfter is worthy of eflcem and confidence. 

, * VVKatan aAoniihlcginiUmceofbombaft!' 

The 
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^ I STRONGLY fiifpca that tWs walking ir. 

* flecp is all a trick*. He arofe^ fat dazan, put 

* hiiguitret^ &c. This is goiDg a great way : ?.. 

* lin miift not be fiiffered to talk to hini of th: 

* particulars, and to rdate them as very extra: 

* cfinary things. When the jprincc introduces 

* fubjeft, he fhoald be told that tales of this k 

* are very tirefomc; that for a perfon to walk 

* his fleep is nothing wonderful; that it is a l 

* and troublefome thing ; and that if it continut 

* the remedy of which I fpoke yefterday mu ft : 
^ employed. This ihould be faid carelefsly, with 

* out appearing difpleafed^ or fufpeSing his fir.ce 

* rity, &c. X 



Saturday, i^^^^gujl r-; 

VV ITH refpeft to the note of yefterday, I mil: 
fay to rheCounteis that I confider myfelf as very u:;- 
fortunate in expreiling my ide^ fo badly that i ai:i 
iK>t underftood. 

As to the phrafe with which ftie concludes lie: 
note, I (hall merely fay, that I do not think I de- 

♦ And I was right. Among children if^ Is a very conin.f>n 
trick, of which the perfons about them are generally the dupe . 
Hence all thofe wonderful hlftories of fomnambuiiib, i^hivh 
are, for the moft. part, nothing hut fables. 

^ I This counfel was Followed, and he was cured of lii'alkiiig '-:: 
his fleep. 

fervc 
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pcrfuading zni inoring them, \ fliall ^je infinitely 
more able ttj prepare the Dtike dc Valots : thus my 
tohfd^nce alone is efficient to dctermmc mc. As 
all the "Other reafbns \ have tifligned ai^ -containcf! 
in this Journal, I rhuft refer the Abb€ to it, and 
have nothing more to fay toliim, except ttflurin^ 
hinfi, that I am irrevocaWy tfctermrncd t« prepare 
the prmees for their 'firft comtminton, ssircfl-as^o 
take upon myfelf^very branch of inftm&ion^ fuc- 
ceffnrdy or at once, whenever I fleafe, «nd that I 
wiH itear tJO more objedions on fhi? head. 1 fta?! 
never ♦ake any branch of tuition from thefe genile- 
men**to giv« it to another; but when it fuftame to 
take it upon myfelf, 1 will do it. To this ! have 
an indifputable light ; 4rft, from the nature of my 
iituattcn ; and fecondjy, bccaufe it is the pfeafure of 
the Duke.and'Duchefs de Chartres. Their chil- 
dren are certainly at their difpofai, and they have 
cortfidedto me all their authority till the education 
fhall be finifhcd, and have made me their repre- 
fentativc. TJone of the* rights which they have 
condefcendcd to confer upon- me ^will I give up. 
The'Abb^, as iffual, talks a'great deal to me In 
his letter of OT/^/ory,^w(y/tf/r«r/, imd fky greatnefs i 
fuch' language can neither feduce nor-irapons Ijpon 
me;' 1 dcritiy duty, and no human c<mfideraiicr. 
can prevail on *me not to difcharge it in its fulleft 
extent. If the Abbi is difTatisfied with this lall 
anfwer, he mayihcw it to the Duke de Chartre?, 
•who wiUhii»(eIf tell bim that all I have faid is per- 
fcSly conformabk to h» will and pkafure ; ar.c 
that, bdide, he has Warned me, and done me the 
honoiii; to fay,* when I gave him an account of this 
affair, that / xi'as rirofig in affigning reafrnisff/r m} 
ctmditi^ ta the Abhe^ that he had no right t9 ajk it. 
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* which renJers the fcnfe quite different., Fortn- 
"* nately t1ie Journal contains what I wrote upon ibc 
"* fabje€t, fo that it cannot be denied"^. 1 beg that 
^thc Abbe will give Tirmfelf the trouble to wiite, 

->. and to relatQ fa£ts with a little more accuracy. 
^ The Abb"J confefles, that, in his hrfl letter but 
"* one, he made no mention of my note, which con- 
"* rained ail the reafons of ray condud, and adds: 
"* this -is -very ^atural^ it was Jt$t your reafons that / 
^* ivijbed ig qnfwer^ I wLjbed to change your mil 
^ Surely nothing can 'he more ont of nature than 
'*.this featence, I (houid be glad to know how we 
/ are to ^hartge the will o( a perfon who is not a 
^ • fool, without ofifwenng his reafons^ To -me this 

* appears a curious fecret; but I cannot think that 
"f the Abbd has difcovered it. Pirially,'.the Abbe 

* fay«, fmce the Duke and Duchefs die Charires 
/ have^given me the authority I claim, he cmfsden 
^ it among his fir ft duties to aeinowledge that t}h\) 

* have the right of doing fof and to fuhmh himfelf to il . 
'} The ^authority thej^ have condefcended to confer 
/ ]Uf)On me^ has been declared by them to be wiih- 

* out bounds, . From the inftant the princes were 
:^ put 4inder*tay care, HiaTe a thoufand times re- 

^.peated, and the Abbe has acknowledged, that 
*.^ themoft inconteftible right of my office -was that 
} of having it in my 'power to take upon myfelf, 

* vrfienever 1 'pleafed, every branch of inftrudion 
-* without exception. "When therefore the Abbe 
^ difputed my rights, he only difputed that authc- 

* xity to which he at length fijbmits^ for 1 neitiier 

. ^* Which would othctwlfe certainly have been the cafe j and 
the Journal was not fo much detefted without ^oodrcaTons. 
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' aft tnyfelfi nor demand any thing of others, but 

* in compliance with the orders and powers 1 have 

* received ; a circumAance, indeed, which the Abbe- 

* could not have doubted of, if he had not been ex- 

* prcftly informed of it. I believe the Abbe capable- 
' of very "honourable anions, but he wifhes to per— 

* fuade me that it is an Honourable ons to m^orvci m^ 

* that he intends to write a memciaal to the TDiike de- 

* Cfaactres^ and that he ihalliheunt to me bero:e: 

* he preients it. To this I frankly an{wer,;that I fecf 

* nothing honourable or dilhonourabre in it. What 

* can hte fay that I fllould be afraid of? Befides, ia , 

* he not certain that the memorial will be comrau- 

* nicated to me before perhaps it 15 opened, and 

* that,, if I defiic it,. I fllall have the fir ft reading of 

* it I As ta what concerns myftlf, I have never 

* troubled the-Duke de Chaftres wiih thefe bicker- 
^ Migs*. I merely totd him that 1 had written a 

* long treatife on f he. firftcommunion for the Duke 

* de Valois,. and that 1 had affigned this rcafon to 

* the Abb6, for interfering in the religious inftruc- 

* t ion of* the prince, who made no other reply but 

* that I took^ froni him a right which- belonged to 

* him alone. The Duke de Chartres anfwered,. 

* tha( I zt^as w^ong in ajjigrung any reajon-y (rnce the 
^ Abb^ well knew that t had a right to take iipoft 
' myfelf c.v«-y branch of inftru^ion,. whenever I: 

* 1)1 thin and* in cyery tMnpr elfe T fufTersdall thefe co-ifra- 
•ui^Siona without complaint. Befide, M. and Madame d'Or- 
Jeans having gjiven me abfolute authority, it was in my power 
to have difmiffed every pe4<"'n concerned in the education of 
tKe princes. Had I complained, M. d*Orlcans would have an«- 
l^ercd, Tou mufi i»/yi vpon tbeir reftgtitji[r : but I wiihed Lot to 
deprive them of their places, and was therefore iilent. 

D 3 * ploffd; 
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^pleAfedj and he defirerf (fet I wwifdf m ftfttirc 
^ give no reafortf for thihgr oftKsfari. Xhfe was 
' al! that iras fai*. I have prcftnrcd lio itiemorial; 
' but the Abb^ is at liberty to preftm sts many as he 

* fhirtks proffer : I Ottfjr beg- fhat he wifl dtfjpenfe 
^ with my reading them : chr5 diftraffion^ wMch 
' ought Dcver to hive taken place, has already oc- 
<^ capiedf too much of my time. The Ahhs tcHs 
*^ me alfo, tfiat He has trMkn in Ihefleps 'af Ms fre- 

* Jeeefforsf and that fht famt fcith wiH frotaify be 
' purjuid hy ih ficeeffaris. \ know rfcat his prede- 

* eeffors havc kft behmd them no grtat reptiratron 

* for {kill in the education cK princes; and I know 
> aTfo, that afl his Ibcceflbrs trtlf nor foHo-ir the 

* beaten track already proved to be erronc^iif, if 
' the honour be intended me (which 1 hopfc wiB ne- 
' ver (ake fvlace)^ of giving me an aflbciste.' 
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iV(7f^ (sf Madame ie Qeidii. 

* I RECEIVE the Abb« s anfwer to my laft n«te. 

* He confelTes that he has given a very diflRerent 

* meaning to what 1 faid on the fubjed of prayers, 

* and that every thing he has written is ufelefs; He 
^ might alfo have acknowledged, that what he 

* wrote the oth&r day upon long prayers was equally 

* foreign to the porpofe. ^lie Abb6 again repeats, 

* that I never told him that I was aathorifed to take 

* upon myfelf every branch of inftraaion without 

* >enception. I alfo repeat, that I told hun fo from 

« the 
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^ the Prince^,, <s^: 

* tine be^inning^ ftod flxoi%o«erv {^iovedit from the 
' beginnings even wkiute^tStXQ rdif^ion^.fiact oni 
'^ one of the fkd dayaof ou£ obantdioa J 9a|i»aiated 

* th^ Abbe that I foould give a. ieflSm:^ am hour on 
^ the fubj^ft: every dky>^ andthat'l {hould read to 

* the princes all the OkL Teftament and the New t 
^ this plan.1 pw fued^^ confiiauLng the Ahb& to a ouar-* 

* cer^ or a halC an houc^s ijftitrujSba oa Sundays. 

* The Abb6 conceived ail this to be very natural, 
' and diKing a period of n\ore than three years th:it 
*■ it continued^ he did not once complain of my in- 

* crbaching on his fun^oos. Thefe are fads^ but 
^ to faOs the Abbf hasthe conftant habit of not an- 

* fweringi The Abbe' alfo fays, that I deprive him 
^ of all his fuh£Hons t this is not true ; I might, if 

* I pleafed, take them all upon myfelf, but I do 
' ogr. The Abb£ makes them fay their prayers : 

* anioapoctant fun^on, for it is of importance that 

* the prioces (hould be taugbt to fay them with aN 
' tentidlA and feeling. Meanwhile the Abbe, jealous 
' of bis fuaSioiisy when I would ihare tlien^^with 
f hia»^ ba^s left lo M. Ldbrun the office of m^ing 

* Am pri«ce« (ky their prayers^ as this^ Journal 

* proves. BefidCy the Abb£ prepares the princca foP 

* coafei&oo, and gives them th^ir Sunda^y inftruc- 

* tion : he- has therefore fo?ne fun£flont iki\\ remaia- 

* ing. Thefe 1 v/ill not promife to leave iiim ; but 

* 1 have not, as he aflerts,. taken them all away/ 

* Laflly, 1 have not promiftd the Abbe that. I would 

* corJidlt him. It is not njy duty; it is a point ofd- 

* vifity which I fhall only fliew to thofe who are 
' deferving of my friendlhip : and tcwards the Abbe 
*. I feel Boi thift fentimejit. He qow knows on what 
^ he has to depeiid. Let us live in peace ; let him 
' h^v« the goodi^efs to be more conformabfe to my 

D" 4 * Intention?, 
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* intention^, to be lefs difputatious, to entertarn 

* fewbr unbecoming pretentions, to count more 

* upon the natural rnifdnefs of my difpofitioD, and 

* my extreme defire that every individual fliould be 

* contented and happy. I conclude this my laft ex- 
' planation, with affuring the Abbe of my fincerc 

* perfonal efteem, and of the pain it gives me to be 

* forced to fay tilings that are difpleafmg to him.' 



Wednefday, y Auguft 1745. 
Uote of Madame /fe Genlis. 

' 1 COULD Wifli M. tebrun to praifc the Dyke 

* de Valois for his conduft towards the Bourgeois^ as 

* it was a very virtuous aSion, and he was not in 
•^ the leaft degree prompted to it by me, I perceive 
' in the prince on this occafion a goodnefs of heart, 

* and a fteadinefs of character, that are entitled to 

* commendation ; and commendations on fuch fub- 
' jefts,far from being attended with inconveniencies, 

* are the only ones fhat can be produSiVc of none 
' but excellent effedVs.* 



Friday^ 2 Septemler 1 785. 

1 KNOW not why the Abb6 fpeaks to me again 
* upon the fubjeS of the firft communion, and dif- 
' plays fo much vexation, after the deference and 

< fatisfa&iofl 
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fatisfadion he has expnefTed to the Duke de Chai^ 
tres. The Abbe is inconfolabie, becaufe his ideasj 
purely fpeculative, have not been preferred to a 
work already finiftied, approved by a dodor of 
the Sorbonne, and written by a perfon who is ac- 
quainted with children, and, knows how to talk to 
them. The Abbe quotes a number of authors, 
from wJiom, he fays, he has taken his ideas. But 
are thefe authors known to hin^tlf alone ? and 
cannot I derive from them what is valuable as well 
as another? Having w.ittena treatife on thefub* 
]^6L mufti not have read with more care, and re- 
fle^ed on it with more attention, than the Abbe, 
who has merely thought and m dJtated, without 
writing a treatilc, or even making ah extrafi?— 
I will add, that if the Abbe has any mijunderjiand'- 
ing with me, 1 have none with him : though it 
be true that he perfevered In his ftrange behaviour 
during the whole of laft winter, and has added io 
it flnce behaviour ft ill rhore ftrange : though it be 
true that he has refrained this year from bringing 
the princes to me every other day ; that he never 
(ets his foot within my door on any pretence \ that 
when the princes fnp with me, though M..L6- 
brun always comes, the Abb6 never does : though 
it be true that, when I meet the Abbe he never aC- 
cofts me, or ihews me the Icaft mark of civility ; 
that he behaves not with more poRtenefs to tsif 
mother: my mother is frequently ill, and thq 
Abb6 is not only thefole perfon in the h<iufe who 
never goes to alk her how flie does, but he even 
never makes any enquiries about her. How little 
becoming is it in a peribn, who gives children fudh 
examples of ill humour and want of politenefs, to 
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• fay, that nothing is ' more neccflkr y than s good 

* underftanding between tutors. ..... 

* I beg M. Lebrun to read this article to the 
Abb6, without delay/ ■ *• 



m mm 



Friday y 2 September ^ continued. 

THE Abb6 Guyot was forced during the winter 
to purfuc a different condud. He has been nehher 
unpolite nor uncivil: no certainfy, it woukf have 
been too repugnant to his principles, his charaSer, 
his habits ; but he has been cautions and circuno- 
fpeS^ livoiding private vifits which he had reafcn 
to believe would n^ve been more irkfi>me tofhcper- 
fons receiving them than to himfelf. . CouM he ad 
^ differently after the many mortificatronsy and even in- 
fuhs, that were offered him ? , He wilf not mention 
particulars, left he (houfd be fufpe&ed of a reftnt- 
nient^ which, moftaffuredfy, he doesnotfeef, and 
to {pare the Countefs recoltedions which cannot be 
agreeable to her. 

He haftcns to put an end to thfs articte^ wbici is 
already too long, by faying, that he is reduced to 
.the unpieafant necef&ty of reafbning upon alF his ac- 
.tbns, and of regufating them by the fhindarrf of 
. the ftrideft duty, under penalty of havn^ their 
xefiitude and purity called in queftiou. It is incum- 
bent on him to be civil to every perfdn, and in this 
be has nevef failed % but ftntrment he owes onty ro 
thofe who (hare, oc appear to ihare it with him. 
To offer it to any one that appeared to difctstn it, 
^would be degrading to the nobteft part of his foul. 
If the Countefs knew how painful it was to the 
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Abb* Ox^jQi 9^ b€ ©Wigierf t<^ malbe fhefe nkx rftf- 
tia6U«0s i»hi» c«iidu£l^ jtid, fenfibFe trtd generous 
as- file i»ifli^ f€ Ire ro- every one, ftie wouW no 
^oabt leek much rtgret- for iiaviing' recfococf lo t+ris 
kkftmne ntveffity » man of hdnoor^ who enjo}^, 
swncMig thofe wtfeD kfi<yw( htm> the leptrtatton of 
ohf^tiigiNftiedt good quahttes. 

Unpkafoiit B9 this fituariojtis, the Abl?6 Gi*vot 
wUt fioppogrr iir \*rith courage^ as long as there arifes 
from it D0 itTconvenienee to the eckrcatfon of the 
priocies^ wh©, for their age, are admrrabte patterns 
of btncTdfence, prudence^, and reafon. He fafTers,. 
but wkbei9t< complaint, without a. murmar in the 
prefisRce of bis charm'rng pupife. It i» difficult to 
conceal ffom them.the unfortunate mifiinderftanding 
tha* txifis between Uiofe who have the care of their 
education:! but he wfll never have to accufc him(c!f 
of making them acquainted with it, nor would they 
ent^tain the Ictft fufpkion of it, were ev«ry onc-a& 
cautious an# ciretimrpeS'as himfelf ^. 



* A CONSIDER the A*bc'§ atrfwer as/d^ md 
^ injurious. He has notbiag^ to< reply now, ashe* bad 
^ nothing to repiy m the whiter^ to aa^o&feaoms 
^ founded on fa&s^ of which att the worM were 

* witnefles. I dp not complain of ^ his having pal a^ 
< flop tO' his vifits; ionly enttmecate fadd : thuir hb 

* The horrible faUihood o£ this a0«rtioB wHl fooik appeat^ 
as wen 88 what kiad of clfctm^fffioahs oWerVed wtttiaUrpu|ib» 

' does 
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' does not obferve common politenefs towaris m^, 

* or, which offends me more, towards my ^mother % 

* that he never afks her how ihe does, never bUis 
' her good-morrow (a civility which he equally neg- 

* le£b towards me) ; than when (he is indifpofed he 

* is the only perfon who neither goes nor fends to 

* enquire refpeding her health, &c. 1 ihould treat 

* all this with filence and contempt only, if the 

* Abbd, incapable of denying it, did. not anfwcr, 

* by way of reprifal, that I make him fuflFer a thou- 

* fand mortifications and infults. This is an egre- 

* gious falfehood, and I defy the Abbe to cite a fin- 
' gle fad in proof of fo odious an accufaticn. If I 

* have loaded the Abb6 with infults, why has he 

* had ihe meannefs to bear them ? Why has he 

* not given in his refignation?— On the contrary, 

* 1 have fought and courted his favour ; I began, 

* at Saint Cloud, by admitting him into my private 

* partits, by requefting his friendfliip, by promiflng 
^ him mine, which would have been equally warm 

* and fincere, by afking him to dine with us as often 
^ as was agreeable to him ; 1 have interefled myfelf 
^ in every thing that concerned him, have entreated 
^ a thoufand times the Duke and Duche(s de Char- 
^ tres to fpeak in his behalf to the bifhop of Autnn, 

* Jrc. The^Abb^ treated all this civility with dilHain; 

* never condefccnded to dine with us at Belle Chafle, 
*.and preferved his ill-humour, his anger, and his 

* moFofenefs. In fliort, he carried things laft winter 

* to fuch an extreme of unpolitenefs, that all the 

* children were (Iruck with his behaviour, and I 
' was obliged to impofe filence on them. Such has 
' been the condud of the Abb^, fuch are the ex- 
' amples he has given ; and yet he can deal in ac- 

* cufations againft me, who have borne with ex- 

* ireme 
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' treim patience all his pcrvcrfenefs, who have ne- 

* ver (aid a word to the princes bat what was calcu* 
' lated to infptre them with veneration and regard 
' fot him ; and I refer him on this head to the pa- 

* per of inflru&ions I left, on my departure for 

* England : againft me, who have not only always 
' adhered to thofe principles of politenefs, the ob«- 

* fervaticMi of which we owe to all the world, but 
' who have never ceaied to (hew the Abb6 all thofe 

* attentions which i have pradifed towards the per- 
' Tons who have never infuked me : for example, 

* when, on my return from England, I made fome 

* fmali prefent, by way of remembrance, to aH 
' thoft perfons with whom 1 was in intercourfe of 
' friendQiip, and gave an engraving to M. Lebrun, 
' to the Abb6 Mariottini and the Abbe Famin, I did 

* not overlook in this diilribution the Abbe Guyot. 
' Such have been my deportment and my condud: 

* and the Abb6 defcribes me as having been hafty^ 

* uncivil, unpeafonable, abfurd and tnfulting for the 

* period of three years and a hajr! [f 1 did not know 

* how todefpife injuftice and calumny, 1 Ihouldne^ 

* ver foi^et this behaviour ; but to-morrow there 
' will be no trace of it in my memory. Meanwhile 

* I beg the Abbe to give me no more of thefe vague 
' accufations : i allege fads^ let him refute them^ 
' let him aHege fa3s in his turn, or let him be 
*filent.' . . . • 



Widnejdaj^ 'j StptenAer 1785. 

• A 

■^S I paflfed to day in the gallery, I heard the 
5 chikiren making a noife in the academy : when I 

• came 
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came to the door I flopped^ and I heard the Dulc 
de MontpenTiery Henrietta and Pameldy co&Tetl- 
ing as tond and as freety^as if thej had been taking 
their recreatien^ without M. Lebriin ptfy'mg the 
leaft attention to it^ or faying a word to prevent it. 
I was ifldnced to enter; but,, out of rei^^edtto M. 
Lebrun, 1 addrefled myfelf lo> M. Mirys, atid 
consptained of the little attention that wm bcfew- 
on the feflbn9, and how inaccurately th« orders 
I had (b crften and fo poiirtvely givefi were ob- 
ferved. 1 did not fay a word to M. Lebnni r hct 
I witi now ttli him, that it k aftoaifting, when 
he preffdes nt the )eflbns^ that he ihovM' be fe re- 
gardtefs ofwhatispaffing, that he(hoiildnor kaow 
how to filence the children, Which I c»n afwa} s 
do, and that he (houU^not eiren attem^pl this, or 
fay a word t<y them upon the fubjed. This^ is not 
the firft time that t have ohfei ved tipon thia^ point 
the fan>e negfed ; I have compiamed of it three 
tintes within a n^th, without inctading mmber^ 
leis tnftances in which, with^tK ftoppi»g> f have 
heard the chirdt-en, ae I pafled,. talking and bmgh- 
ing at the aeadamy.— -That I preftdie m fe many 
thiiigs, and take fi> many hranchea of th« educa- 
tion upon myfetf, is a fource of diftontent ; I can 
however declare thai my occopations are fe nu- 
merous that the time I am oUiged tobeAow upon 
the children is frequently a true facrifice; and I 
fliould be lefs difpofed to extend the rights of my 
fituation, if I could depend more on the (Iridnefs 
and attention of the peribns who ought to sffid 
me. To-morrow I fliatt begin to prefide at the 
academy: it would be more convenient, whilein 
the country, to be excufed this ; but in futare I 

«fta[| 



' k 



■p 



* ' of the Princes.' 63 

* ihsdi never difpetife with nny attehdaoot in the af- 

* remoon.. 

^ 1 think it incnmbent on me to ebfisrve in this 

* Joarna), wbkh is the record of my procc^ngs 
^ and condud^ that the Abbd Guyot, who had ac- 
' Gufed me of making him fuffer within three years 
' and a half hmwmrakU if^ts, who has read my 
' note in anfwer to this article^ m which I fay that 

* the aiTertion hfalfe^mdinjurimu (which I proved 
< by fads), and that 1 defy him, thoagh I can cite 
' numfoerleft inftances of ill-behaviour on liis part, 
' to cite a fingle one of infult on mine. ■ ■»■ 1 diink 
' it, ] ttLjy incumbent en me to obferve, that the 
' Abbd, unaUe to deny the pofitivefads I liavead- 
' duced, or to anfwer them by other fads« has taken 
' the part of profound lilence, and has replied nei- 

* ther in the Journal, nor by letter, nor in conver- 
^ fation, to the note, m which i accnfe him of mif- 
' condnd, ^d, what i» move, of e4lumniatttig me, 
' for fuch are my expreffiom^ and has in hke man- 
' ner made no reply to the (impte cpieftion which I 
' par to him in the fame note, viz. tktU. iff had 
' thus loaded hm witk mfults^ haw woi Upafibkfor 

* kim nof ta ham gitfin im hh rejkgmdkmf'^^ t ought 

* however toobferve alfc^ rhatfmce. tfaemotaent of 
' hts reading this note, I have fiaind him nMch 

* more civil and potite; and that my mother ex- 
' preffed to me yefterday her extreme furprifc at 
' the Abb^'ii afting her how Ihc did. \ require no 

* reparation, no apology ; 1 confider this akeracion 

* of conduS as fuffici ent. i am ftiH of the iame dtf- 

* p#fition, ready to forget the paft, and never more 
' to mention it, unkle compelled by faUe atcufa- 
' tions ; willing to excufe every thing, and even to 

* k>ve diofe that hate me, whenever they fliall do 

^ juftice 
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* juftice to the (inccrity of my heart, and the inte- 

* grity of my views, myconduQand my charade?; 
' in fine, I refolved to endure, without pain or effoi r, 

* every little fecret cenfure, every murmur, every 

* breach of poiitenefs, every kind of perfonality, ex- 
' cept a calumnious accufation in this Journal. Can 

* any thing be more moderate ? I a(k of no pcrfon 

* in this cafe particular attention, or partiality, or 

* that he (hould fpeak welf of me ; I leave him per- 

* fedly at liberty to animadvert upon my condu^i, 
^ to fay that I am imperious, capricious, vain, fi^ii 

* of abfurd pretentions, that my fyftemsare dtvoiJ 

* of common fenfe, that I am perfedly ignorant how 

* to educate children, ^c. To all this I am wholly 
^ indifferent; and if i had any pride, the little mo 
< tives that occafion fuchdifcourfe would be calcu- 
' lated to flatter it. But in talking of me in this 
' manner, let him have the goodnefs to execute 
^ punSiially all my diredions relative to the bufi- 
^ nefs of education, and he will find me at all times 
^ polite and ready to oblige* If he be deflrous of 
^ living upon terms of intimacy with me, and ot 

* regaining my friendfliip, nothing is in reality more 

* eafy. All that is neceffiiry is to open his eyes, to 

* return upon his fteps, .to difmifs in good earned 

* iil-homour and prejudice, and it will prefently be 
^ feen tliat I am prepared upon all occafions to return 
^ and pafs an ad of oblivion. Ignorant as he is of 
' my charader, he has been little aware of the ex- 
' treme eaiineb of my difpofition in every thing that 
^Ido not believe inconfiftent with duty. In a word, 
^ fuch are the terms of p^ace that I offer : I offer 

* them iincerely ^nd with all my heart.* 

^Let 
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' Let friendikip join our'hands, fu(fh is xnyl>orom*8 wifh *• 

• I confefs this cannot take place to-morrow, nor 

* the next day; but why not in a few months ? The 

* wifeft mode we can adopt is to laugh at our quar- 
' rels pafly ^nd to become frank^ good humoured, 

* and unreferved towards each other. God grant it. 
' —I requeft M. Lebnin to read the whole of thtt 

* aiticle to the Abb^.' 



Continuation of Wednefdhy^ 7 Septemberl 

..... MADAME Pli brought me oil 
Thurfday morning, at the academy, the Journal 
containing the Counfefs's three notes. I read them 
immediately, and fent the Joumaho the Abb6,>vho 
returned it at eleven o'clock. I have the honour to 
inform the Countefs that I did not fail properly to 
apply yefterday the reproaches fhe addreflfed to M. 
Mirys, whom, on leaving the' academy, I endea* 
voured to confole: his feelings were ^^ry much 
hurt. I will only obferve to the Countefs, that I 
have faithfully related, in my Journal above, what 
pafled at the academy ; that I am forry (he did not 
hear the attempts I made to filence the children ; 
but I truft ffie will have tfie goodnefs to believe that 
I did every thing in my power to fulfil her inten- 
tions. WTien I do not fucceed I mention it in the 
Journal (for the fake of the princes), that the 
Countefs may be informed of it, and may fpeak to 

* Soyons amis, Cinnst, c'eft moi. qui c'^n conric. 

them 
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ul am) rnorefffing, bot k » vcfjr differvnt fitmt ht« 
:ivility, and he could not aft any ofher ^houf er- 
•>o(ir^ hfmfetf to tiic conrempt which ttrc fufpieion 
iif itiftnfibHfty ftfpenndttce^, and whirfi- the wit- 
neflcs of if, or Ac Cotmtds hcrfeify w^rfsot have 
failed to fieftow upon him. 

She afts^ ^hy, if he ha» beetf loaded wrtfr m«- 

fuftSy he has had rhemeanitefs tecoittfrrae in his ef* 

fice? Thehiftoiy of the Abb6 Guyot's thoughts 

and fenrimenes upon this fobjed woutd fill 2 to- 

f um^. He iwtt ew^ fey twrf mmonft the r«flbn$ 

which have delermmed hrm nor to reitgny he fincb 

many that are peifeftfy honeft, and with whkh the 

Counteis oinghc to be pfeafed: bm to cdflfine fHrnfeiF 

merrefy to thofe which may Slew that hb fotif is well 

boroy he repliet, that bis fitnntiett tnd appohmncnt 

do won tfkrw him to pay sttentfon to thde nantral 

delicaciea which the moft moderate felC-love wotifd 

fu^^^. An infuh i$ not ftilficient mobry to a 

man of honour fbr renotmcmg the good he has con^ 

trarded to do. How pitiabte would be the ffate of 

huflum (bciety, if whenever fiich a man recerred 

an aflrom, it was of coorft to be deprrhredof h« 

fcnriccs? Were it not for intrepidHy andperfcve- 

rance, zeal would be n ofelefs ornament. The 

Abb6 Guyot b encouraged in his refolntion by that 

admirable maxim of an ancient philblbpher, it is a 

more miferaUe thing to inflid^ an rrrftih than to te^ 

ccive it. As the Countefs underftands the language 

in which this phil6(bpheT'has written, he adds the 

• Wlua a ftrani^ vcilunie atift k bavt bcia ! and who -wm14 
have boeo aUe fi» read it ? 

words 
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roper to convey*. He adds, that he wa« igno* 
^nt of her kindnefs, but he is only the more grate- 
ul as it was voluntary on the part of the Countefs^ 
nd per(e€tly un(blicited by the Abb6 Guyot. 

As torthe other proofs of kindnefs (he has enume- 
atedy he exprefled at the time ihey were conferred^ 
L lively fenfe of them« His gratitude certainly me- 
ited its continuance^ and in that cafe the educatiMi 
)f the princes would have exhibited a fpeSacle of 
he moft perfed unanimity between the perfons con- 
erned in tt, and vrotild have given hopes of the moft 
)r\irtant fifcc^fi. But how light and tranfient have 
hefe densonftrations of kindnefs ^eenl What are 
hey in comparifon with the mulriplied ads of a 
vxry different nature? They are like a fmall num- 
ber of flowers (battered over an immenfe field of 
thorns and briars. He wiH not enumerate parti- 
culars, this would be too repugnant to his feelings. 
He (hould never have mentioned the Aibjed if the 
Countefs had not been deiiroos of making him re- 
rponfible for %be mifunderftanding that }ias taken 
place. But fliouldhe ever be obliged to juflify hira- 
felf againft fo improbable an "accufation, the only 
method he would adopt would be to requeft the 
Duke and Duchefe de Chartres, the princes, the 
public, and 'the Countefs herfelf^ to read what flie 
has written with her own hatid in thb Journal from 
the commencement of the prefent year. 

The firft and^moft fincere defire of his heart isj 
that nothing more might be faid upon the unfortu- 
nate fubjeCT of thefe reproaches. He hopes that 
prejudices will difperfe, that the imagination will 

* This is a falfeheod) as will prefcntly be fees. 
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be foduced to « fitilm* sifid that, 9fi oo r«al teposdi 
am te AUcged tf^ikiil bJin, the jiiiHpe and gcjicro- 
ikjr of -Ae Caatii^ mli op ioQg«r fte any obfiacK 
to the fs^tbkhbfhmmt «f coocwd and unfuiiinity 
So ftjrosgly ijfie» ihi^wlfli pervade the heart acd jnird 
of the iUbb^ Guy<^ ib«|^ to re«}iiie it, there is re 
fioetfUre^ no facrifiae io which be ^iU aot coiform, 
ferfiudtfl that the fuccei^ of die educatim io rwhich 
we af3e cn^ged dcpendf <« tfie evejit* 

He ha$ b^ilated two dnys whether be ihouU an- 
fwer the Uft oote lof the Ceunteffi ; the pen faas fc- 
ircTid times faileo froeft h>« hi^d j^ he kfs formed the 
refohnioii ; hat the MOifatioos were of too beinous 
a naitiire to he permitted to fubiift^^ and honour ha' 
at length obKged hsm to conquer hi^ relufhroce. h 
he is un^e^s&l in changjiiig the opioioo of the 
Comitcffi, he ihall foei ihe deeped forrow ; but Id 
the efforts he bad made to juftfy himfelfj ui the 
snoderatLon he has obfervedj and the honf ft and no- 
ble fentiments he has difplayed, (he cannot fail tc 
fercelve that be has fpme claiios to her efleeoju 
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TAday^ 9 ^ept^tai^r 17 S5 

/ 
Nfif af M»im^ if Getdis. 

^ 1 FIND the Jaft anfwer of the Abb« Guyot to be 

* as full ofjalfehoods at leaft as hw fo:Tner o^es, am^ 

* this I undertake to prove. In the firft place, the 

* Abbe denies that he has ever failed in the mcl 

* fimple duties of politcnefs, or ever negleded the 

* civility of enquiring of my mother and nie it- 

^ fpe€lirg 



^IP^difiS 'MT benkh. TlibB flor ttWi Wlien I 

swbeed -ti»9 hOi iift wii^cfy ^ting at tb# fimic 

ttQ9e tdie <wit]id9&9« ftmoiig «ther« Midnaie ile 

JNiaafiNiti« die AU^ uRa)»le to 4«p^ it, «Iway« is 

htf jasiftvcrs failed it over k fiieac«;, s^idnow mJjt 

replies 10 it* «ftflr <be efcp^iMM of eight nsontliSy 

Jbecfiife I t«ve pnetfed him To ivftrmlf that l>e can 

tio fenger 19 drceney fefift,»<-<-The AW)6 feys, that 

J»e Ai0uld never )^v« *co«ipbJned ^ our mifiin* 

dorfltodipp, if -I hiid'vot.heBoderimiis of ticking 

himr^eTpomMeferit. Sensomtfitlfekaed' Thecoaw 

:yIiiDt did ti0t totigiftate ^r^ jne« as ithe Jouroal 

pFOTj?94 it^vrt^ tlus Aibbi§ who &ft began to coao- 

pbifi that tfie'Nrmonyy fo jimcb 10 be dedred, did 

ii#t f«d^ heivrres us; it was tbi« ipduced .«ie to 

i»rer tntotthe pajritjciilas^ of tht Abb^'^s behaviour, 

afid ntvtf has ihe fiibjed been Tevived by me hot 

' when tlw Abbe has iFevived his comptamts reia- 

^ tiare to this want of harmony. Such is the fad, 

= whic^h it is impoffiblcto deny as the J<3^mal incoiK 

^ teltibk proves it^-«*The Abbe &ys» ti^t be hasho- 

^ fitatea onfy two day« whether he fheiild anfwer 

' fny laft note. Third falfiAood. I vrabe this on 

' Saturday the 3d inddA^., aiui the Abbi did not re- 

* ply to it till Thurfday the 8th, and then only be* 
^ cauie he could no longer e^ccufe himrfetf, from the 
' fBan«rr in ^hich he wsus vrged to it.. The Ahb£ 
^ hajs there&re hefitaled fnore than t^»fi di^s j^^The 

* AWbe changes me mih halving laid, that ke wgit 

* |o ie pm-HmhrJy gmUfidfor the ginerofity fhat lid 

* me h prevmlm ike Duke and thi^TkeU de Char^riS 
^ to f peak in kis behulf ta the hijbop of Auttm^ Foy^th 
^ fcffehaod, I have never made tife of the words 

* gratitude a«d generofuy. If the Abb6 can thus 

* mifreprefent 
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"* fiUnt. The Abbe adopts the latter;, at lafi, afo: 

* v/aiting fi.\re.days, I write anc^i^ note which obliir- 
*-himia anfw-er roe. But ia what irnuiiMar doe^ If 

* anfwer? By declamation, by vatintisg his ou-. 
'*nierir, by vague complaints; without advancii:: 
"^ a fingie fii^ or affigniog i)ne rea&n. To ih 
^ queftion which 1 fo flrongly urge; Wh^ mjm 

*' ka%>€ yoti, experienced Jr9m me ^ No anfwer. 1 
■* alicther queiHon : JJ I Imled ymi mii infiilfi^^ w '- 
^-drd^u mt refignf this is theanfweri 7'<fc ^{/^^"' 
'^'UJ my tknughU upcm this fubje& wmM fill ^ vokn- 
^ ^ . . . an htfult « fiat a fufficieat apology to :: 
"*• ffian ofhsmurfir renotpKing thegoid he has cGtHra^lt^ 

* to do Hew pitiaBU wmU he the JiJ. 

* of hutnan J^cietjy /jf, whenever Juci a men receivr 
"* an affrot^j it was $f cvurfe tt be deprived ofhisftr- 

* mces-J As to the voli0ne^ I readily excufe the 
^ Abb^.' An mfuh, he lays, is not a fuificiept apo- 
^, logy, 3rc» But the qaeilbn is not refpeSing s 
^ fmgle tnliilt, but infti/ts nvithaut 'tumheri and 1 
^ conceive that in this cafe an honeft man niay» an' 

* ought to quit a fitnation^ when, unable to accuh 

* himfdfaf the femblincc of a fault, he has beer 

* loaded ^ifh mortificarions and infuhs, for tbret 

* years and a half, by lhe|»eribn who has all auil.o- 
** rity in her hands. What can be rxpeSed frcn- 
'* this perfofli, who is To linreafdns^le ami pervcrf 

**as to overwhelm with inftiks a man undeferving c . 

^ the fmallcft reproach ? What mighty good alfo ck 
*• a man do, hadheall the talents in the world, u^^o- 

* whorn.the plan of education does not depend, ar 
'^ who is not charged witli the principal' ftiidis.^ 

* Where would '^be the difticidty of Applying h. 

* place, whofc funftrr^ns are confined to teachl^^: 



'? 
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atiii for three quarters of an hour a day, and a re 
ious inftrufltion of ^ quarter of an hour pft Sun- 
iays ? \{ fuch s( man were haded zuith infults^ I 
I'^ain aft', i^ould it be poffible for him not tg r«- 
i^n? Ah! Abb^, Abbe, caft o^ for a moment 
ncjiujice and enmity, and read this anfw^r with 
heTpirit of juftice you wouU fe^l if it .were ad- 
'rcfled to any other than yoUrfelf. You would 
hen fay : • 'I'his woman appeals to reafon, arf- 
luces fads; fhe'is^nfwered by evafioijandftibter- 
uge, not orte plaufiblc circumftance has been ad- 
vanced in reply to her : it was therefore injurious 
ofay to her: Tou hffve loaded me %uiiA infults^ 
This accufation was degrading in the man who em^- 
ployed it, and at the fame time calumnious to the 
perfon againft whom it was direfted.' What is 
I he remedy? Franknefsand integrity may ftillre- 
j^air every thing/ I have hitherto merely oppofed 
your unjuft pretcnfions, but you h^ve blackened 
my charafiter affd my condu^. . Mear^while, ia- 
vi^pable mjfelf of hatred, I can ftill be reconciled, 
and can t^fte the felicity bf converting your hatred 
inio benevolence. You tell me again and agaiu 
I hat you have nfever donean uncivil thing to any 
one : be it fo, 1 believe your charaSer to be very 
I ilimable, but yoii liavebeen unjuft in your beha* 
Mour to me. 'n a word, condefccnd at leaft to 
:vknowledge that you fpoke without refleSion, 
"A hen you a<:cufed me of having loaded you with 
inrulis, and at the fame time intended to keep your 
i^iace. Coiidefcend to acknowledi^c, with a noble 
rr:ii>kners, that you did not fufBcientlyconfider 
ihe meaning of this crud expreffion ; ?o one ftep 
<ur»her, and add, that you difavrw it. ' Thero^ts 
nothing degrading in this • it will do honour to the 

E 2 * reSitude 
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^ redkude of your, foul, and it will re-ktnole r\ 
'* mine all the defire I have fek of obtaining your 
'^ friendfliip. Our relative fituations might be cx- 
^ pcSed to give you fome diftafte for me^ they bave 
^ no fuch e^ed upon me. . By my undertsiking tbe 
^education of the prindes, you experienced the 
** mortification of being feparated From a feiend (\L 
"• Bonnard) whofe fociety was dear to you ; yea 

* paired at Saint Cloud a Very agreeable life, ycu 

* coiild receive and entertain your friends 4 but it be- 

* ca'me'necelfary to renounce all this, to fiibmit t; 

* the orders xH a woman, and to purfue a totally 
^'^ different plan. Thefc changes excited ill humour, 
"* and altered the natural juftice of your mind. Have 

* the goodnefs to take all this into your confideri- 

* tion, and to refleft ferioufly on the dlfavowall 

* demand of you^ it only regards the accixfation c: 
'^ infults\ biiVl cannot difpenfe with it, and continue 

* to live with you. I entreat you not to give you: 

* anfwer tv,-day, but to confult, previoufly, reli- 

* gion and your heart. The diiavovral muft be In 

* the Journal j and written with yow own hand, 

* which ought to be -a point of no con(e<fuence to 
^ you, and will fave M. Lebrun a ufelefe trouble*' 



•^-x 



^he Me G%V4tt^s Anfwer. 

X H E faSs which the t>)iiritefs cites againft thj 
Abb^Guyot, and which fhe regards as tndiiputable, 

* From his averfion to the J<$unial, the Abbe generally 
"wrote his articles €Ji loofe pieces of paper, and lajule M. Lc 
"^run tranferibe them into the Jovmal. 

' • . • i^e 
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ihcr to give in his rtfignatloii,- fifice' h€ acknou- 
ledges thijl liarmony is neceflFary to tlie fuccefs iiJ 
the «ducatioh| or, if he wifhes not to redgfi, ro 
do the only thing that can unite us : in eit I^r cafe, 
harmony will again b«ie(!ortd. I cannc^t fuppott 
that the Ajbb^ will adopt a third courier that <A 
remaining witli nne, uiponthe xtxtn^ that exifl bt- 
tween U3 at prtfcnt, and of keeping his plt^tf, 
rmce by his own confeifiorrthis Would he to a^ con- 
t.ary lo the gocdof this educiti oft : ftttd what motive 
could in that cafe induc€ him toftay ?-*— If this 
however^ Should be hU iiUcat^on, it wout^ be en- 
fy for me to make him alter it, hy fubmitting to 
the infpcQion of the Duke de Chartres the lal^ 
iheet of this Journal, and requefting him to exa- 
mine other, farts of the bo^k, in,prdler to judge 
whether it be .txue. that I have Jo^ded the Abba 
with infuUs. But this ilep I (hall no* take: \fiht 
Ma6 refbfei t^. dbiive juftice," iiftd is at thfe ftme' 
time defirouft bt ki^tipitig his pfac^V I fitaft be fa- 
tisfkd with ftjitin^ .ft ^itriotxliilaf^y k prdc^eding' 
in till* Jotitmil. The ifK:onvtni«nci^ <i>f ^k* imir- 
laid^fftanding C (hail prev^f/ by rfe^otitigHiil 
miane lime, to the ptiuce^, and by cofiftxTrAtiflg to 
thtm^ttfy trtomem of ftiy life: m^afiwhfU it iV 
nt<:effiii'7, as the.edtKatiW^ i«s Undei- my ct^rttrd, 
that I (hpuld ktiow what. \ hav^ to triiH to'; ahd I 
therefore. recpieft the Abl'HS to give meadired and 
immi^i^iteanfwer, in his own hand,' to the foltew- 
ing>^iidlioin:{ h the Ab6€ unakerahly determined 
not to ffve me the fatirfadion I have deiDahded?" 
and if -fo, is'h* alfo determiiH?d not \o give i^n his 
refignation f He m<iy anfw^r the laft queftion the 
more readily, as he may be affared f jbMltcke no 
jUpt ^kcte^oer towards ie^i'Ofn'g kim of hii oj^f .' 
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* tres will there fee how far I have extended my pa- 

* tience, forbearance and lenity, in pot having be- 

* fore informed him of the Abb6's uncivil beha- 

* viour to my: mother and me. He will there fee 

* how much the Abbe, from hatred and other mc- 

* tives eafily perceived, he has been moitified at my 

* having the control ofthe education of the princef. 

* The Duke de Chart res is at prefent in the coun- 

* try, and will not return till Wednefday. Till then, 

* I beg the Abbe not to come into my prcfcnce, and 
•* not todineto-ciay with the princes, becaufe I Ihall 

* dine with them myfelf, and becaufe I am not yet 
' enough of a hypocrite to beftow my attentions and 

* civilities upon a man whd wounds rhe in the near- 
' efl pdnts^ and wantonly mfults me-! 



Note of the Abbi Guyot, 

1 HE Abbe Guyot, convinced of thelmpoffibility 
of re-eAabli(hing hajmotiy between the Cgunttrs 
and himfelf, has come, to the refolution of writ- 
ing, whenever fhe fhall think proper, to the Duke 
de Chartrcs, to requed leave to refign his connec- 
ticHi with th^ princes, as his iervices can be no4onger 
nfeful. 

As to the iafults he profcfles to have received, a 
word with which the Countefs appears extremely 
difpleafed, he ha§ nothing mo'^e to fay, but that, 
confidering the cixumftances, he regarded as fuch 
his being individually exduded from the dinners at 
']Selle Chafle, and other incidents which were the 
, fequel of that excluiioD, efpecially the refufal to 

ajlmit 
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tionedy and that the UnprtfEoa they made oo h;& 
roind was all that he meaht to eaiprcfk 

He concludes with aOliiing the Couctefs that be 
has never entertained eithei' enmity or prejudice 
againft her; that it has been his conftant deftre to 
pTeafe her, and to obtain her confidence in everr 
thing relative to the bufinefi of education^ that he 
^as been ready upon all occaiions to do juiHce io 
her zeal, her talent^ and her merits and that he is 
firmly pcifuadcd, that if ihe had been difpofed to 
conv^rfe with him, and to rcfle^^ upon his cha- 
racter, he would have feeh in him feotimerrtS anj 
virtues not unwor hy of her eftcera. Such is the 
true pi Sure of his mind, and from thefe lentimcn ts 
he will never depart, though he too plainly fai efeoi 
that he Oi^ll long have occafion to lament the iii- 
juftice flie has dene him. 

The AtbcGuyot will not draw -up the iketeh he 
■ propofed for the puke d'Orleans, as the Coumefs 
't^as undertaken to prevailon the Duke to read this 
Journal, and as what he has now written may mt 
inadequately fupply the place of that iketch. He 
appeals to the juftice of the Counters, and afts her, 
whether he deferves to be the vidim of this word 
which has fo highly offended her. If he had the ho- 
noiir of converung with her for a moment, he Bat- 
ters himfelf he could convince her that this would be 
puntfhing very fev^rely an error occaHoned by -the 
i^isfortune of heing forced always to write his fen- 
tjments^ and never to fpeak them. But for tliis 
pra^ice, every cloud that arofe wouU have been 
inftatidy diffipated^. 

* i^e would have preferred fpeaking to me, bectslie it was 
kift |>ainlui to liifu to acloiowttdee his trtov in cotvttfation, 
ihilBMttMteh^ri* tut eWhaia.iiAeJb.MiL 



84 



Jwrml^of EdueiftioH 



^ wasjiruek with it, as well as the ciilthen, wX^ ot- 
^ ferve anijefi upon it, injpitt of any thing I can do 
■^ tQftUnce them (fafts which this Journal proves^ 
an4 which the Abb^ could not at the time deny), 
L imagine that the Abhi will gladly be excufedfrom 
dining at Belle Ckaffe, and will be pleafed with 
. having tw,o days in the week to hejiow on his family 
and friends, I added, that had he hitherto given me 
reafon to flatter myfeif that my compare was agree^ 
able to hintf I Jhould have conftderedit as a duty and 
a pleafure to invite him every day. Such were my 
exprei&o&s, and fuch the motives I afligned in the 
Journal. No one aflfuredly will call thi^ an infult. 
The Abb6 bas alfo omitted in this recapitulation 
the fad of his afterwards having written to me to 
tell me he would* be glad to dine at Belle Chaflfe 
every day that the princes were tber^, and that I 
immedj;?tcly copfented to his requelft. There was 
Jthen jDply a fingle day remaining when the princes 
litd iSoJ: dine with me. The Abbe wrote to me 
once ^gain, obfervinsr, that, as it was Lent, be 
wilfied to dine that day alfo at Belle Chafle, for 
thjd §rider adherence to the rites of religion, an 
adteprence that he could not commodiouuy prac- 
tife at his brother's. In compliance with this let- 
ter, though the princes were not that day at Belle 
Chafle, and though my heahh had obliged me to 
give up the obfervance of Lent, Iconfented toie- 
ceive the Abbe, and to provide fad-difhes for his 
accommodation. Tfaefe fads are all of them re- 
corded in the Journal, which I have this day had 
the fatisfa£tion to re-peruft.— 2, The prohibition 
toferve any dinners to the preceptors at the Palms 
* Royal, and which was iffued on my account, fays the 
^JMabi, It was not on his account, it was by the 

• exprefi 
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' exprert or^r of the Xkike At Chanrn ; nor can 
' the £id be unknovni, Ttnce it » fo vrritten, tnlb 

* many words, in the Journal. If therefore in aH 
' this there (*as any inAilt, the Abbi did not receive 

* it from me. I will add, that thefe gentlemen have 

* fo much the lefs right to complain in this cafe, 

* (ince it was according to a very ancient etiquette 
' that the preceptors were not to be boarded by his 
' Royal Htghnefs. No complaint therefore can be 
'•more mifapplied, particularly as they have always 
' dined when they pleafed at Belle ChalTe and Saint 

* Leu.— 3. Becaufe I have faid that the princes, 

* when committed to my care, had the vices ofgnfr- 

* nefi and lying. This is a fimple fa3, and the Ab- 

* bt Guyot may put the queuion to the Duke de 

* Chartres himfelf, whom he has been defirous to 

* take as a judge irj his caufe. The Duke will tell 

* him, ihal nothing is more triie, and that he re- 

* coanted to me ffveral falfehoods told to him by 

* the Duke de Valois before he was committed to 

* my care. I was compelled to tell this truth to ihe 
.• Abb6, becaufe he thought -proper to applaud what 

* they had been, as if they had loH fomething fmce 
^ they were under my diredlon. Nor is there any 

* thing of outrage or infult in this remark, (ince a 

* man, with all the merit in the world, may know 

* nothing upon the fuhjeft of education, or may 

* have recourfe to a wrong method in the outlet [ 

* befide that it is in fad a fub-governor, Avhen there 
' is no governor, Vho is fmgly refponfible for the 

* eJucation.— 4. The Abb^ fays that I accufed 

* him cXptdontry. If I had fiiic). Sir, yeu art -a ft' 
' dimt, inJeed you are very peda^ie, 1 (hould hwe 

* conunilted a breachof politenels; bntllhoaldnot 

* have conunilteil aa infuH ; it would have been an 

' attack- 
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^ attack fveitk^ opoa thii-Abbe'fi r^eiMtaitJon nar^bis 
\ fH-objty : but tMs ( Joav^tf^t deae^ I i»6relf amufed 
« rnyrdf wkh « few faUies egdiail pedamry id ^'• 
f aef«{ tierms^ but ptainiad a^dy.^— Tbe Abbe £iys 

< d>tt 1 4iave «cca&d hUn <»f bei<^ t^^^ cau& of the 
c.miTun^krdanding between us. Siich ti tbc precife 

< tcutb : I («id k» becaufe I t]^ir»i^ k» becaufe 1 b4Ve 
« {>rof€d it^ Afld boca^fe ibis J^u'nal ioconlt'eilably 
^ (n'Qves it. Whoever Aigll ^ad this anide witk. 
« impartiaitty ; above aid, whoever ^11 rufi over 
« the wbok Joiiriai, as I have (o-day, will be^iNi^ 
^ vinced <hat I <haire never iiffuked ihie Abbe» and 
, tbjkt it is W'itb great lp\MiQ^ tbat be -h^is -ioapoied 
y to m^ that I Itave. The AbbiS indeed appears xo 
^ be a Iktle Cbrry iar having made tbi&-ch$uige : \ <io 
^ not iipoti account of it refled ekheir upon bis p^o* 
^ bity or the goodnefs of his hearty 1 only r^Bpeat 
, what I have already faid : Sir^ be £» good «s t« 
^ write in this JotirBal th&tthe e^preiliOQ i»^[«eftio]i 
^ was adoptied by you ^khoat ccnTidergriony^Aat 
^ J^ou did noifeel its nkag^iii^k OMd force ^ that you 
I had not fulHciently wfigAed it^ is •fi'ortj teH aie 
^ihit yoii reira^ it} wrke onJy this t>ae word 

f vrith your own hand in the Jouma]^ and I am fa«- 
4 tisfied. I give you ^y word that I will iSoqget 
^ ey^y thing, that I will never iaj^ ftnotbcr fyliable 
« tipoR the fubjeS; and jthat i will4«ek, with';ftiy 
^natural fraiftkaefs «nd fineetity^ your, friendlfaip 
^ juvd good'wilL Put yourfflf m my plice^ And fee 
^ wh€ither k is pofit'Ue to offer more '^qukable 
f terms. If therefore you decline this {atisNKSioii^ 
y there is noneof any other foit with which I v$A or 
. wkh S^bich I oagM to he coiKieGted/ 
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JVtrf* l/" ^^ ASbe Guyot. 

1 H E Abbe Guyot coHceives that hU l*tt note 
contains all Nyhich the Countds defwes. She does 
not regard gs infalts the particulars he has memi- 
oaed.: he retra^s then, from his very foul, this un- 
tbriuiTate word by which he' only meant to exprefs 
the icnpre^oa which they wrought on hioi. Er- 
rors wiilnot be theoocafion of ftrife and di virion be- 
tween perlbns of real honour. The Abbe Guy<Jt,^ 
conTdous of his en*or In the pre(ent inilance^ thinks 
it his duly tp a imtnii^e himfelf, and is vciy ibrfy 
for the pain and uneafinefs which the mifunder- 
ftandiag has caufed ; he has had his (hare of them. 
If the ConoRitefs wiH grant him the favour of a mo- 
nient's int«rviewy he fhall be confoledfor all his flif- 
feriiigs by the pJeafure of feeing that every thing is 
fol^gmteKu 



NeU 9/ Madame de Genh's. 

* /\ND I alfo fiirget every thing, and thai ^i(h^ 
*jout reftriSioni 1 will only beg leatex)f the Abbe 

* to fay, that be ought to have ween convinced frotti 

* the firft nwrnent that I had no intention to infolt 
' liim, fince I expreftly denied ttj and faid that I 

* muil have been sl rtionfter and an idiot t-o fe«vfe. 

* a<^d thus. But let 12^ never give the Tubj^S: 

* another 
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another word, nor even a thought.— I will now 
tell the AbW that I fliouid have been very (otvj 
had he retired^ for two reaibns, that of * lofing for 
ever the hope of regaimng in time the good-will 
of a man juftly deferving of efteem, and that of 
feeing him quit a place of which he has been longer 
in pofleffion than rayfelf :. 1 greatly refpe A this fc-- 
niority, which, in my opinion, gives Mm a claim- 
tp the afFediion and gratitude or the princes that- 
I am not entitled to. t refpedt alfo in the Abb6,, 
beiide his perfonaf qualities^, his profeffion, for 
which I fhall-ever feel a kind of reverence when it- 
is fupported, a$ in the Abb^^ with ib much dig-, 
nity,. regularity and decorum. But for theft con* 
iiderations, I ihould never have waitedfo long for 
the noble and frank avowal which he hasjuft made ^ 
and,, the Abb6 excepted', there is nq one eon-- 
cerned-in the education towards vi^hom I would* 
haye fhewn the fame compialtance. The Abb6 
has doner^e juftice ; and t now condderit as a duty 
'on my part, to requeft that he will accept mf 
apology for every thing in my'anfwers andjuftifi-- 
<:ation that may have difpleafed him. I flatter 
myfelf that he is fufficiently acquainted with my 
charader to know, that when I exprefs the fenti- 
ment of reconcHiation, it is from the fulnefe of my 
heart ; and I have nothing to defire but that he 
may have the fame feeling in equal force^ May 
he fee me as I am, and be convinced of this tnith,^ 
that I have defired nothing noore ardently than to 
contribute every thing in my power to the happt- 
nefs and fatisfaSion of my colleagues in this edu<^ 
cation. I am now at. my toilet, and in hafte, as 
I want to go out at twelve ; but as foon as I have 

* finifhed 
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me by thofie to wh^ra bebngs the <Iifp»o&l of tfie 
chitdrcli ander due cai^, the pmilege of teaching 
ihem toy ffcif every thing which 1 may thirik my* 
felf capable of teaching th&n : hot I procefi, and 
I flatter myfelf thefe gentlemen will not doubt my 
finceiity, that I have oevei' for a moment exer- 
cifcd.this privilege from a fpirit of oppofition, or 
any petty motive of vanity; I am equally incapa- 
bfe of either meannefs. 1 have refleded fo much 
upon children, have wriitt^s fb 'many things for,- 
and lived fo long with them, that, without pof- 
fcffing, greater talents^ than many others, I amper-^ 
fuAtckd; that Ilhavc a way of ihfijtnAing thcmiliat 
is pafrticuliH'ly attra-ftive. I love them' pafliwi- 
atdy 5 ali my fife has been dcvotei to ^hcm, and 
it i» not perhaps .abfurd to fuppofe that nature has 
given mc feme peculiar charm ix),aHure. them, and 
that I am fomicd for them atone. Thus'there are 
maiTythings which I hat« been <lcfii"otis 6f teaching 
to thie.vhiWren confided to tmr care, bctanfe I be- 
lieved, and indeed, faw, that I Had gfeateir influ- 
enoe over them, .a?nd that they heard me with 
more attention. With refpeO to thefirft comfmi- 
nion^ I had formed a pfan and vrritteti a iwork upon 
the fabje^, -^nd as feolh appi^ired^ to mc ftit Ale 
to the txrcafionj I <:0iild not conftrtt toMacrifice 
them; 'But lean readily confefit notfo give the 
nameof *»'y}r^^rm^ (he Duke de Vnlmfar hhjirjl 
emmum$n^ to the mere crncumftance of Icftures of 
piety, ^hich might be.. read at any ofthtrtime^ 
and the f^emfing with him a wbrtc upon the fiib- 
juS. The Abb^ .Guyot cannot but be aware, 
that if the princes had a governor of the raJe ftx^ 
of a religious cafl of mind, and habituated 4o the 
writing oi books, he could not take it ill of this 

' governor 
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governor to read with his pupik ie^res xif pietyi .- 
and, t.o go over with them a work of his >iriiting . 
upon th^ fubje£l of iheir fitCt communion^, The:« 
are othi^r fundions that beiong exclufively to iht 
preceptor, and which I hkve never iivaded, fuch 
as the hearing them f^y their prayer, a fundioH 
in my opinion of more importance than i$ cortis* 
monly thought, of teaching them their cateohifm^ 
inftruQifig them in the natur<6 of the Tcvcn lacra* 
mmts, and examining info the ilate of th^ir con^ . 
&kfice«. A general confeffion previous to the firft 
conunumoa u imfifpenikbijr neceiTary, and this 
ought to be accompanied with a minute detail and 
a great Yariet^ of que(Hons,' dieted by raatura^ . 
neSa^on^ and made on purpofe for peribis of 
^ejr rank, as well as fuited lo their'chaxa&ers and 
defe^ This is a bufineft that fills direSly upon 
the Abb^,, and forms the true preparation of which 
I aoi fpeaking» This fpecies o( lecture muft be re« 
pcfkted at leaft three times^ and I'ihaii take rara 
to give the Abbe, every opportunity, and all tha 
tin^e becefTary for that purpofe* It will be fide be<« 
long tt> the Abbe to exp>ound the catcchifin in re*« 
iatioi}.to the communicn, and to caufe the prince to ' 
p^fibrm rhe penances ^hat ihall be prefcdbed hun 
at ^conSE^ilion, which has indeed always been tha 
Abbe's afiuir, and in wirich I have nevei* meddleda - 
I^ will be incumbent on.iiim to if»tak'tp the Abb6 
Moreau, for th*? purpoie of 'fuggeiling to -him. tha 
iaultc he ought to reprimand, the fubje^ iipon 
which he ought to dilate, and mk penances ft were 
moft 10 be wUhed he fhouU preicrihe^ In this I 
wjU neret interfeie. To conclvule, in addition to 
aft'thefe armies 1. will give the Abbe-every day a 
le^re of rebgU>n to read, independent of theCe 

* quefliohs 
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queftion^ of confcience; and to him it will belong 
to lead the Duke to the holy table, to fpend with 
him the greater part of the preceding da^ as well 
as of the day of this folemn tranfaSion. From this 
enumeration I think I may venture to fay^that it 
will be the Abb^ who has prepared the Duke d^ 
Valois for his firll communion, and I ihall fay it 
with the greateft pleafure. The Abb6 Gu) ot nriay 
depend upon it, that, as long as 1 llkali have reaibn 
to think him my friend, I fliall be more jealous 
ihan himfelf of his reputation and dignity. I have 
no pride, of which thefe gentlemen will on^ day 
be convihced ; but I have fofEcient dignity of mind 
to feel, that the mod flattering thing for me, as 
being at the head of the education, is to have for 
my aflbciates men of underflanding and merits and 
to give them all the weight and influence that is 
pofltble : befide, this will create in favour of ouif 
pupils a very deiirable . and advantageous prepoi^ 
feffion : for if it appears that all the peHbns con- 
cerned in their education have talents and merits 
that they mutually efteem each other, an<f iiave 
but one iyftem and one manner of thinking, an 
infinitely better opinion will be entertained of the 
children, and this opinion will render their 6r(l 
appearancein the world more brilliant and more pleaf- 
ing. I have frequently faid in the Journal, that when 
the Duke de Valois mould arrive at the age of thit-v 
teen, he ihould devote more time to Latin; the 
Abb^ iherefore, if he pleafes, may begin the win- 
ter after next to give him an hour and a half a day. 
I conclude this article by entreating the Abbd^ to 
fpeak to me upon all occafions with confidence, to 
be alTured of my franknefs, my fipfcere love of 
peace, and my extreme defire to contribute to the 

< happineft 
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^ happinefs of the perfons with whom I live, par* 
^ ticuUrly when they difcover fuch virtues and merit 
^ as himfelf. With regard to M. Lebrun, I will 
^ fell him alio, that I forget, with all my heart, 

* every thing that has paUed ; but I will not coa- 
^ ceal that this oblivion was more difficult refpediog 
^Jiim than the Abb£. The Abb6 fcarcelyluiew 
^ me; the lofs of the fociety of his friend was caI-> 

* culated to difpleaie and mortify him : if he dif- 
' played coldiiefs, ill humour, and even injuftice 
' towards me, it was Dot at all unnatural : I took it 
^ not afm& tKat M. Lebrun became immediately 

* attached to him, thoi^gh he plainly perceived th^ 
** the Abbe ^id not, and indeed could not, for a 

* long time, love me. M. Lebrun was to live with 

* him, and he did right to live with him upon good 

* terms : but the Abba's difcontent led him to com-^ 
^ plain of me (he pretends not to deny it) : he mur- 
' mured, and M. Lebrun Jiftened to his murmurs 

* and complaints! In this 6iai explanation I wiH 
' take the liberty to fay, that M* Lebrun owed me 

* fuflScient gratitude and friendihip to prevent his 
^ receiving, fuch complaints for an inftant; even 

* had there been wrongs to allege againfl me, he 

* ought not to have li/lened to them, he ought not 
"^ to have countenanced the leaft complaint. Had 

* he a£ted with this (irmneis, he would have ac» 
^ quired a fuperior claim, to the Abbe's edeem, 
^ would have clifcharged a dutytke owed to me, and 
' our domeftic tranquility ^uld havel>een a thou^ 

* fand times lefs difturbed. I aicribe M. Lebrun's 
^ {xindud to a (light degree of weaksels, and want 

* of refledion only, ^^nd not to his heart. Mine 

* will retain ho degree of reientment, and of this he 
^ maybe aflur^d, as I am incapable (^ difguiftng the 

^ truth. 
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truths and upon the prefent occafion can have no 
tefr^pration to dii^uife it. M. Lebrun h^ never 
been able, or attenipted to allt«ge the il)a€k>w of a 
wrong Bgamd me; and it ts for that leafon rliat, 
in the prefent dedaratton of nay fentirnents, I make 
this reproach. 1 wooM have avoided b, had I per- 
ceived in him a moment's confciourners that he is 
not entirely undefei ving of it. For the reft, I 
repeat it, 1 bury every thing in oblivion, and will 
never again fpeak of the fubjeQ. IfM. Lebrun 
is capabfe of the fentjmenH of friendship, I Qiall 
certainly revive it in his heart, and the momenc 
any of its genuine fymproms bec(»ne vifible, I »m 
ready to reftore to him all i have ever f(rit for htm. 
—I have ftill one wof d to fay refpeding the repri- 
mand 1 yefterday gave the Duke de Valois : M. 
Lebrnn does not mention it in his Journal. It was 
thus I addrefled him in the prefence of that gen- 
tleman : I have repeated a thoufand times to your 
Highhefe, that whenever you fail in refpcd, obe- 
dience and aflfeftion towards the Abb6 Guyot and 
M, Lrebrun, I fhall confider your refpeft, obedi- 
ence and affeSion to me as of no valne ; and that 
I fhall no longer believe in your attachnnent and 
gratitude to me, than while 1 perceive in you the 
fame fentiments towards thefe gentlemen. I faid 
this to you when you were fi? i\ confided to my 
care, and I h^ve fince reminded you of it again 
and again ;' hadl1l>r a fingle moment of my life 
held a drffe^rent language, I fhould have been wor- 
thy only of your contempt.' The Dcrkede Va- 
lots anfwcredtn t€aifs, that it was true I had ever 
fpoken to him thus, that he fincerely repented hfis 
behaviour, &c. He ♦hen tenderly embraced M. 
Lebrun^ and apologized fot' his condufit in a man- 

• ner 
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^ iedlion. 1 conclude with telling M. Lebrun, that 

* I do not a(k him to give any anfwcr to what I have 
^ now faid, that I thought it might be ufeful to open 

* my heart to him without referve, but that hence- 
' forth I fliaii not again fpeak of thefe things. I 
< conjure him to refled on all that is contained in 
^ this explanation, and to believe that, when I have 
5 liad leail reafon to be fatisSed with his condud, I 
^ have not ceafed to feel an intereft in his favour, 
^ and have alleged for him to myfelf, better per- 
' haps than he could have done, all that could be 

* pleaded in extenuation of his fault. If he places 

* any value in my friendftiip, it depends folely on 

* himfelf to regain it ^tirely. 1 beg him to read 

* this note to the Abb6 Guyot.* 



Thurfdny^ \^ September 1*]%^, 

N9te of M, Lebrun. 

yiNCE the Countefs thinks my condufik to have 
been bbineabli?, it mud certainly have been fo, and 
the defire (he (hews of burying in oblivion the 
wrongs I have done her, does not make it Ie(s in- 
cumbent on me frankly to acknowltdge them, and 
to^xprefs tcTheV ilie j"egrct which I feel. She will 
have the goodnefs to believe, that the heart liad no 
concern In them, and that they are to be imputed 
folely to the unfortunate mifunderftanding that has 
hitherto preudiled. I will venture to aflert, that I 
never had, and never (hall have, any ambition but 
^at of difcharging with the moft fcrupulous exa£t- 

nefe. 
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^ membrance <»f them> unkfs U te ibe^tter lb fed 
"^ the value of the peace mi. h^^ppipeCs which »re re- 
^ {loied to us, and to eflcdia and love ^e tf archer 

* the- more by thinking of the ffanfcaefs and fenfi- 

* bility wuh which, without the media^pn er in- 

* tervemlonof-any peffbn whatet«r« wetia^ ffperted 

* our eyes, ackiw>wle4gc?d our crrori^ doi»« xautttti 
^ and complete juftice to each otter's chara^e^, and 
^^ eSeded a rcconciliatioii e^ual^ fiiltfr^ aini lift- 
^ing#.' 



■*«M 



5^»r<%, t5 03ohr 1785. 
"?/<?/(? ff/^ Madame it Genii f,, 

« xxBOUT twice a week I fliall take the prmces 

* to fee fome manufaftures tend cabinets. If the 
' Abbe Guyot and M. Lebrun have any deHre t« be 

* of thcfe parties, I will fo arrange matteils that they 

* fliali vifit thofe which are moft agreeable. On 
' ihefe days the Count de Beaujbllois will take an 

* Sincere as was this reconciliation on my part^'^it c<mtinned 
but for a fhort period ; and wh^t ought to have ftrengthened 
our intimacy proved the means of deilroying it. Our pupils 
during -winter, dined only three times a week at Belle Chaffe : 
they had a table at the Palais Royal ; this table I fuppreficd and 
added it to ours, which was a more econiiniical ^lan, «nd af- 
forded me greater intercourfe wi^ the ehildrcB, as well as 
with the preceptors, who were continually complaining that 
they' did not fee ine often enough. This arrangement h«wt^ 
ver invc^ved tne in a new .quarrel with the two Abbe's aad M. 
I'Cbrun. 

^ atrmj 
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"* alone would have determined me to make t^t ar- 
"* rangement ; but I alfo find it to be a vcr v ccorto^ 
** micalraeafurc, and extremely beneficial to the 

* education. The gentlemen themfelves have frc- 
"• quently faid that I am the perfon lefs loved and 
'* moft feared by the children, wftich rs naturalj as 
*• I pofTefs the greateft authority, and as they fee me 
"* hont)ured with the confide ice of their fatlier and 
"* mother : this is not afcribable to ray talents, it is 

* fimply the refult of my iituatibn. Hence it is 
^ obvi6us to perceive Tiow defirable it is that they 
-^ (h6\jld^af& as much time as poflible with tlic per- 
'* fon whom tliey principally refpeft, and who has 
•• moft influence over them. Hence it-appears that 
^ the Itffons they take in myprefcncc tn™ gain the 

* greateft attention, and Aofe'which they take from 
^ me perfonally be the^moft ufcful. I am for this 

, ^ reafbn willing to teach them marty things, which 

* thefe gentlemen are as capable or teaching them 
^ as I : there are others, of Kttle comparative im- 
' poitance, in which thefe gentlemen could not be- 

* come my fubftiiute. Such are, for example, the 

* care of diverfifying their -recreations, and ma- 

* paging them \xi a manner which itiay be beft cal- 
'^ culated to lead to certain agreeable acquifitions. I 
** intend, to make them play Proverbs all this win- 

* ter : for thispiirpofc it is neceflary to be able to 
-* confi(>bfe them dxtempore ; to gwe them an i n- 

* ftruftive and moral caft, ancl to play them with 
^■^ propriety*. I fliall alfo'for the future hear them 

• * This amufem<pt is equa^y'agreeaLble and inftniiStive wben 
it .aflui^ie^' a moral complexion ; it teaches to fpeak with col- 
le(fler^^^fs and propriety, and gives a cofiiiderable cdmmaiid of 
language and i^yle. 

* repeal 
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^ repeat their mnnoriter verfcs ; bccaufe their pro- 
^ nuncittion, panicukriy that of the young^r^ ». 
^ very vicious; becaufe i have paid confiderabl^ aK- 
' tention to the rules of pronunciation and declai— 
^ marion; and becaiiTe I wilh then^to declaim well.. 
^ In fine, they are naturally rough,. unpolifliedy and; 
' aukward; and lo pafllng the day at Belle Ch4(fe 

* they win have the advantage of feeing my family 

' and friends, and will fpomaneoufty aflume, under - 
' my obfervation^ liberal mannen^ and the tonel' 

* wi(h . thorn, to po^fs ., Such are the ad vantages of ' 

* thi$ new. arrangement^^and it is impoflible to dif-. 
' cov£r one inconvenience that will refuk from it. 

* Accordingly^, when,, in the letters I have pre- 

* ferved;, zay remonflrances have, been direded 
' againft it^not one inconvenience to the princes had 

* been alleged, becaufe in reafity not ,one exi^s; it 
' has only been remarked that it would be incpn*- 
^ venient for the gentlemen concerned in their edu- 

* cation^ To that I have a fliort anfwer : Do they 
''think that it will be very convenient to me? Do. 

* they think that, loving ardently as I do to write, to 

* compofe,. to read ; that, having fo many agrce- 

* able occupations, to which! have long beenat^ 

* tachedy.it will be very convenient, ta have children 

* in my chamber the wholt day long ; to hear two 
' leflbns in languages with whicltl am acquakited^^ 

* afterwards to make one in their game, and to hear 

* them repeat things which already 1 know by rote? 

* This IS certainly very incom)enient\ but the chiU 
^ dren are dear to me, and the pleafu. e of being ufe- 

• EagUflv^pd Italian. The only books they read were booW 
that I have read many fimes over, During tfiefe leflbnft gire?? 
in my ajrartmeitt, 1 wrote or read; but it will readily be fup- 
pofeximvith liptle pleafarc) and perpetual diftrai5lion« 

F ^ * frt. 
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^ ful U» thtm rcn^fli jevery tlimg agreeabfe and 

* eaiy. Whatever csA be advamagedis to thism wiFl 
^ i*rer feem bur^henfotne r^toc; S«ch/ought to be 
^ the feefing of us aff, aild f am very ftirc that a mo- 

* rttem'3 refieSicm wiM- recencrte thefe thoughts to 

* Aefe^wtemeA. Pecuniary living is not the prin- 
f cipk w'tl^is irhange, and yet much pecunikfy fav- 

* tBgwtBrireout of it* . * 

* To conclude, the mrion of thefc diiFerent ta- 

* Wts is fi aiaght wkh mmiiK^rabte advantages to the 

* e^haration rtfeff, ai wcH as great pcctiniary fxviri^^ 
r* a^^'e^erjrthi'ng toay ih^^ actoirfftg totny mode 

* of accompf^, "be put dowti vn A fmgle book isrhh 
•* frtiproried fitrtpficity smS pet^ipuovs ^"icr, h is 

* impcrfTible fherefore tiwHl the meaftiTe 1 'have 

* actepted cattbe other than Tight. I Itn^wthtt it is 

* nrt p}eafil!g to thefe ^entfemcfj, and" I un Ibrry for 
-• k. I am dtfirous of theiif friefwffhffp ; thehr coni- 
•* pany has hecome agtee^le aftd plcafant to me, 
' 4nd i had hoped that a thange, attended tmh no 

* other tietr Jmpcfition thatr that of comtng to dine 

* aAd ftp al Befle Chaffe, w^en they vrtve not 

* oth^vrBfe engagied, i:ontd not be impkiafiicrt to 

* thcib. I find wyfelf mrftaleen : they fay "that this 
» arrangement b very difagreeable to tJiem, and 
« thaft it isa grieftms biarthentohave their Mfngj^- 
f har fit ^luch a diflance 'from their habitation. This 
7 remonftrancehas tntrodiiced Ibme change mto my 

* pfanl I had intended to ftay.aft home to dinner at 

* Belle Chaffe *he 6»yt an which the prfncES dine 

* wifli their mother, fotefy for the ploforc of re- 
f ceiving thefe gentlemen ; but I fek that it would 

* be ridicalons to in^ofe this jaw upon mjfelf in 

* relation to jf>eribns whd did .not come there but 

* with re|»ign9»oe I and i have determined to give 

Mhtfe 
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< tfcefe two ihys to my family. I wilted (krther,. 
' that however a^ve«abfe it fnay b^ to me tp live 

* with thefe gcnttemen, atidtoreethemfreqnemtyy^ 

* I fiiftlt never take it ill ef themnol to cKac with^ 
^ mefo irfi^en afi thepkaftire of their company might 
^ make* me wifli ; and I Fequeft them neWM?o put?: 

* thcntfetves under co!i(lraint for tHat pufpofe. Thiff 

* I fhouldkkTc thought it unneceflary to fay if the 

* AbW Gayot had not had the politeiiefs to defirc 
-* me to excufe them' off Monday next, &c. Once 
^ (or att 1 beg theie gentlemen to be perfuadecf that 

* they wiH atWs^ bie received at B^Jfe Chaffe with 

* etctreme pteafure, and that it is totally unneceflary 
^ that mef e tM)liteffe(s ftould at any time bring them. 
^ What 1 have now wrUten I fhaW by before Mon- 

* feigneur, toget!»erwith the hift fetter of the Abb6 
^ Ouyet, and entree Mm to read them ihrough-j 

* he wilt then be eompetent to cfcdrfe between us. 

* This ftep I fliall take, becaufe in the prefent cafe 

* it IS incfifpenfibfe. If there aroft any di(cuffioB» 

* between tliefe gentlemen and me ©pon other ftib- 
' jcfi$, 1 cettainly iheuld not trouble Monfeigneur 

* wirti them ; he ha« cteigned to confBe the whole 

* ^^c^iojq to p)e» ayad upon me it ii in^qoj^bent to 

* 10^4 A rigbt ufe of this authoritf < I how^v^er owe 
*tCiKinv, oad'mofl; of ^Htomyfelf, th^ fiibroittiiig 

* to hisir^eftion a c{ear and precife account of the 

* fun^iom with wbkh he Jws entrvirflcd mc;* 
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* A HE biike d'Orleans has read this article, and 

* authorifes me to exprefs to M. Lcbiiin his thanks 

F 4 * for 
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for that gentleman's fuperintendance of the 
pence of the Palais Royal *, which appears to him 
to have been very reafonably conduced. He adds, 
that, judging from the accounts 1 have ahvays 
given him, in every refped, of the conduG^ of 
M. Lebrun, and from his own Qbfervation, he 
entertains the beft opinion of his cbaraSer, and the 
utmoft confidence in his integrity. The Duke ha« 
alfo read the ktter of the >\bbc Giiyot, remon- 
Aratiitg againft the new arrangement. He autho- 
rifes me to fignify to thefe gentlemen that he has 
witneiTed with particular furprife complaints that 
have no fhadow of foundation. He never toM 
them that he meant to eftablifll at the Palais 
Royal a table y<»r them^ but that, notwithflanding 
the ufual praSice, he confented they Ihould eat 
at the fame table with his children, both in town 
and in country -f- ; they have never had a table of 



* The private tal>le wiiich the princes had hitherto had at 
the Palais Royal, and which was now fupprefied in faTour of 
that of BeUe Chaffe. 

f Before my time, the ehiklren ftt the Palais Royal, and in 
all the houTeholds of the princes of the blood, had a tabic 
which was entirely cxclufivc ; not only the fub-govcmors and 
preceptors did not eat at it ; but no advance whatever was made 
lor their fubfiftence, and even in the country they kept a table 
at their owft esEpence. I obtained for M. Bonnard a regnlar 
eftabliihment for his table at Saint Len, a^d he was ^ill at Pa- 
ris at his own expencc. For. my own aiTociates in the education 
I obtained die rtg^ht, which was very natural, of eating veith the 
Yupils both in town and country. I had already been blamed 
for choofing a fub-governor not of noble defcent, and the blame 
was ftill louder when they faw him fit at the fame table with the 
princes ; for etiquette was at that time more rigorous upon 
this article; but I regarded cenfure with defiance, and dcfired 
nothing but to* gain the kindnefsof my affeflbri : it is now |cen 
what tbeir gratitude was. 
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c their own, onfy the tabic of the princes. That 

< table exi(ts no longer at the Palais IRoyal; but it is 
f not the table of thefe gentlemen,, it is the table of 

< the princes that has changed fituation. To give- 
c them a right te compUin it would'bc ncceflkry to 

< have prDraifed them that the princes fliould never ^ 
4 change their enting parlour. At prefent they dineat^ 

Belle Chafle,. and their inftruSors are invited : 
when the princes ditie again at the ^Palais Royal, 

* thefe gentlemen fh'all dine with them. I make no- 

* change in the former arransjement for the country ; . 

* of confequence the pcrmiirron granted them there. 
« ftiil continues as extenfive as even 

• Before Treturn the J6urnal, I wiffi to fpeak of 
' fome complaints'I have to make that concern the 

* Abb6 Mariottini only, In the firft pUce, I 'had 

* exprefsly defifed him to- make a Journal of his ob- 

* fervations refpeSJng the charafter of the Count 
' de Beaujollbis, the manner in which he employed 

* his mornings, &c. Of this Journal I have been 
' able to obtain no more than a few (heets ; for up- 

* wards bf eight months the Abbe has dtfcbntinued 

* it, and ij was never made with the leail'careor re- 
' gularity. I had alfo exprefsly dedred the Abb6 to 

* prefide, when the princei made their analyfes 
*frbm M^taftafio, and to corred every analyfis as ^ 
' icon as it was finifiied : this, I was told, was done. 
'Upon our arrival at Paris I a&ed to fee thefe ana« 

' lyfeis, when I was informed that the Atitb^ had not 

* yet fihifihed his, corredions, but that I^fliouldhave 

* them m a few days^ At length a fingle copy- 
' book was brought me containing five analyfi^s, the 
' firft of which bad been written fo long ago as th^ 
' aad of laft April ; time enough in confcience for 
.* it to fravc received the hhWt corrcaions. How 

F 5 - ^ great 



ipvat was ^ Jbrpfire at jiot bopg able to fimfa 
ungle akecatipo^ or even ioce in2H*k i3>f his pe»I I 
thcA fuppofed thai the AbbS bad iup^rintended 
while^ M. Lebrisn wrou thejEe analyfcs firom jdie 
ili£btioa <of 4he JDiul&e ^k Yolois^ swl had uken 
ihat ioppoortiuuty of cocrcftuig 'any miflakcs i3ke 
ju'inces ^might jDakeu 1 therefore read thefe an^- 
iylcs; but J wais foon coavinced of my errpr^ l>y 
the 0^fund inUjconfirudions with which every .tine 
aboiuided. I oompared them with the prigi^f^ 
aibd i fbimdtbat from hegiimiiig to^dxbey were 
perfediy demd of .cocDjTiQn Iknie. The nam^ 
were confouncled^ ihe incidejits tnifundecfto^y 
4ind the -eventjs perplexed and r^endered uohit^fi- 
gible. The Abbe has thus Wn Ae^ pun^ftttal in 
this inftanc^ than xefp^ding the Journal 1 defir^d 
hun Id write, or xadiej;, he has .been wholly i«- 
^ardiefs of my exiprefs directions. \ bay;e dpoe 
in four days what he has not been aMe tp do ia 
SvL months; •with Met^afio in <my hWly I have 
cprrerQediallthe analyfeis, or rather have re-.wjril- 
.Un ahnoft ^11 of them from Vginnii^ to ejoid. 
During a ;gceiat ,p^^ of the fummer I Awias prefcpi 
.at^the kflons^iveiltby the Arbb6 .tj© ^hc princes; 
a^ Lean fay with perfeQ troirl^ ihat •! faw g-thoy- 
fand tafiance^in /which he. ought x^ hav^ awakened 
theif ^teiidpiif ^ hav^ obfenved that they were 
Ufljefe and andple^t ^ th^t he who was not .readin|g# 
^d wfap was to follow the Ic^op, did jQot ^ven 
look .at the /book, &c. the Abb^ did oot pnce rje-t 
prove them for thefe things hut pur/ii^d his Jf^- 
fturc without *qaring whether he was lizard or niw. 
This .is UQt -the iii^ode of xeaphipg wc .oujght jto 
pra£(if^ with .qhildien^ nor is It the wyfe whiicb 
f !tM\ and a jpvie -pf 4)ur duty fvi^ i^atbe. The 

^Abh6 






oj the Princes. i qj 

* Abb6 will perhaps fay, that I v'as pccfent, and it was 

* it^^rcfprc my bufioefs to reprove rhcin. Certarnjy 

* not, when 1 clo nqt myfelf give the feffon; and 

* pai^icularly when ! am writing, or vtherwife eni- 

* ployed at the tiine. Fr€;quentjy, hpwevcr, (6 

* ftriKipg was their inattention, that \ did r^prave 

* them, perceiving tbit the Abbe pafled it oyer, 9r 

* rather was wholly indifferent about it j which 

* aftonifhed the more as^ thefe le0bns excepted, he 

* had nothing to do. I give the Abba to undcrftaild 
' that I am extremely diffatisfied with this negli- 

* gence on his part, and cannot tolerate his total 

* difregard of the direfltions I have fo pofitively 
' given. VVifhing to avoid all explanation upon the 

* fubjed either in pcrfon or by writing, I record^he 
' ciTfCmnftance ia tbi3 Joursal. H^ ^ Abi^ qpn- 

* ^inui^d h\% Journal, I iho^id there h^ve ftateii .the(e 
^'y^ icaofes of comp|jrii>t.t.-^ I beg M- l-ebrwo to 
' U^ kQXh^ Abba Guy4)t an^ th^ Abb4 IVSarioCtiiit 
^ all that I hftV£4¥mt^ in tb^ J<m:Aal fiocetib^ 1 51^ 

* ijiil^^it *.' 



1 HE Dukp dc Chsinres, tp his greatTgtisfa^ipiy, 
ha3 at leiagth met the poor paralytic, to whom Itjc 
g^ye his tveJvc fivrcs, dcGrinj hm at the ftc^ 

* The Abbe Mariottmi wro^e mc npon this qccafion fucb 
tflipertiiient letters; and hit fveceding conduil haA bcea fo vedh^ 
4bft»d, 4ibatJ wuMfmdt^^eqoidk b^>i» gure in ittireiitif- 
tion* 
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time to fend him his papers giving an account of 
his former fituation and his misfortunes. I. told the 
poor man that he might bring them to-niorrow, 
cpnceiring that he Came erery day to the T uileries ; 
bat he anfwered in tears, that he never came from 
-the Barriere des Cafmes, where he lived, unlefs 
* when he wanted bread.^ This made an imprefiian 
on the three princes, and was the principal fubjed 
cf converfation during pur promenade. 



iaivrtlay^ 1 4 January 1 7 S5. 
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Duke^e Chartrcs returned the poor para- 
ifAc his papers, accompanied with a louis, adding, 
with an air of kindnefsand fenfibility, that he would 
gifc him fifty crowns a year, payable monthly if he 
plefifed. The poor man defired it might be quar- 
te|rly ; becaufe what his Highnefs had already given 
mpl was fufficicnt, he faid, to maintain him for 
three months, and to enable him to buy wood. 
The Duke told him to fend his addrefs, and he 
would take care^ that he (hould be fupplied with 
^ood. The poor man knew not what to reply to 
lb many marks of goodnefs, and could only mew 
his gratitude by his tears, whidi wrought power- 
fully on the feelings of his Highnefs. His perfever- 
ing benevolence towards this unfortunate being was 
tfte fubjed of converfation during the reft of our 
promenade, which pleafed me on every accoim^. 
rtkit, two younger priqces participated in. the fatif« 
fa^n of their brotlk«r. 

Tfmrfdi^, 



-ii1ggrgrrfg?>-ir-"'*k 7'^:*J%i'^ ^'.A 



of the Princes. 1 09 



"Note of Madame de Genii t. 

* L SHALL fpeak to the Duke de Chartres re- 

* fpe^ng the ilUhamotir.he difplays towards thefe 

* gentlemen^ which af&ids me the more as he muft 

* be a great hypocrite ; for in the ten hours a day 

* that he fpends with me, I can perceive no trace of 

* any fudi difpoinion.— I beg M. Lebnin to be care- 

* ful that this princes, particularly the Duke de 
' Chartres* run, jump, aad walk in a better man- 
^ ner : I have feen him perform thefe cxercifes in 
^ the garden, and he appears to have made no pro- 
' ficiency. He runs with his head almoft upon the 
' ground, his body jolts as he walks, and he cannot 
' jump fb well as he 6ouId. Great attention (hould 

* be paid to thefe things during .his recreations ; and 

* whenever he is indolent and remifs in fuch cxer- 

* cifes, it ought to be mentioned in the.Jouri^l.' ) 



m I ' I 



Ahndaj^ ifo yanuaty 1786. 

-L H E Duke de Oiartres was difpleafed with an 
obfervation I made upon the apparent difference of 
Ids b^vieuT when his friend ftid any thing to bim^ 

or 
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or when he was fpoken to^y^us.— He expreffed to 
the paralytic his regret that thfc wood had not been 
fent, which he ouglit»t» Iwve received to-day. The 
poor man was penetrated with this mark of good- 
lie(s.-^Tbp Pyke hs^ ^(one many other charitable 
addons to-day, among others to a poor man burnt 
out of his haufe, who thr^w bifpfelf ¥pon his knee: 
by the fide of the carriage as his Highnefs was fit- 
ting in it. This gefture difpleafed me, and I ^x- 
preflfed t^ <he Dyke, wbp, A3 wrll as his Vrothers, 
;i^pp?ared furprJfed ^ it, what wurc -my ibewfjiuj 
4ip9;i the fubjefk. 



-^vttjiay, 1 4. February \ 7?$- 

*N the nie de'Pourbori we faw an mrfoirtunate ph- 
je6t who bad juft fainted away. We flopped for g 
jiricrn^nt j he rccovci^ed from the. fwoon, btit w^s 
.fliH very much {ndifpofed. The princes com- 
miferated hi^ fituatiqn^ and we left 'Defrosters tp 
take care of him. The Duke d/e Chartres faid, tha^ 
if he were « poor man fome momey ihould be given 
him. SubjeS of converfation till we arrived at 
Belle Chafle ^ . 
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- Friday y lo March 17 86. 

J1'\^SIIY liuf^ ;wQ«ld >tu«^ bpc^ ju«€kc<|>ttpiuVle 
Uhd4v, )ia4 it 901 ber^Q for a <tiC:i^flMn ^t<vvi«ffl 
the Duke 4e Ch^rtfiei aad i^ A{bbi, .w|^ I :bms 
f^QtBc^d^d this bft IP fifilgt^ to the Coyhltft io f«e« 
foipe •f ^be jDuk^y that jSi^ ^i»i^ pokilt .out IP bim 
bk siiftsdus, Th« a&iH* ^as as fallQws : Tli^ PMfcc» 
9&er hi« t^n, <w^nt to wgirn hiinicif: a&wm^ 
nu^s afticr A^ Ab^ <lpris^jj bMsi iofit ilpwii; tie 
ddlr^d tf ,agai« g«d ngrna; but tb^ OMoe» in^f^i 

perfii^ed in his intreaty ; the Duke at le^gtih c^ilH 
plied, but muttered to himfelf. What objiinacy in the 
Abbil Abb^ Guyot^CXpofllikt^d, but with&ut fuc- 
cefs, and therefore ceafed for the prefent, that he 
might not ^k>o .9ivdbi»tr9ich upon the leflbns. A& 
terwards he related the incident to me^ and we en* 
deavoured to omfoe hi3 Hyigbnefs <feel ^ injqftice of 
what he had uttered. He agreed that it was wrong 
in him to fay it,^ that he was forry for it 5 but ithat 
he was fttNconi^eed that the Mkih 4>ad been dbfti- 
nate, and 4bat wew4re!Mi at frefftH uppn 9ur JUgh 
hor/e*0 f then determined to ^ive up the a^ttempt^ 
iand lo f^e the whole ia A reference ,tb.tfae Cpvn^ 
tefs. 

=* ¥«tm the ^ qf Itvemoeii f ^^ »b«r« ^eqpfbniAr f n*^ 
ronnded with dm^ea ; -fori w» «o iboner tMf'kd W^^ 1 
tooliLa U(tk peafittift ^1 iintoaiy care> wkumtlicpi fotaamf 
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* HAVE r«i<) the two notes df the Mai:chiencr5*. 
I thank her for rhem. By thefirft 1 perceiv^that 
^e n fatisfied wkh the mBitner m whkh we emi^oy 
4tm mornings ; ^ the (econd fhe has ftt mjr mmi 
•«t eafe by prohSbiting the Wvolws cares ©f the liir- 
feens, which are as little p(eai!iig to us as to her, 
atid which I would not have fuffered yeffenfey^ if I 
<em\4 have had iwy wiE The priBCct well kiiow 
thisji and I have more than once exprefled my 
thoughts upon the fubjed. Jf the Marchionefs 
"Wputd always favour me with her obfcrvations upon 
Ibe accowtt9 It give hei;, I woujd (h«idr.funy receive 
thmi^ mi^hf ftri6Uy con&rmtng 10 tbem, wlych 
*i$ rpj conitant wtfli^ ! fhouM be fare never to ecr. 



y t BATE at Ao ftMoe n^kdrd te rniLr ftwiiab- 
^ lltnratioaft as I eonceivied to be nece&fv, wUeh 
* the Jotmwd proves. M. Lcbrun ou^ht mo to con- 

* I had jttil taken the name of Sillery. 

< fult 
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• fiilt fnc upoQ every thing which he difapproves^. if 

• he had told me^ for example, that he ™Iked rtie 

* frivofotis tares and ittterferetice of the fbrg^eons, 

* I wouM ftavey^/ kls mindat.eafe upontfaiie lubjed 
^ much footier.* 
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* X HAVE afkerl theDuke de Chartres if M. tej- 
"• brun had not affifted hinq In fome of his wial^fee*, 
'^ He aafwfired me four limes ia the negative. I pvif. 
"* the lime queffiou co t1ie Duke de Montpenfier, 
^ who immediately cotifeffed that M, LekrimX^ef- 
"'JiJIeJ ^im in the fljtalyfes ofVirffni<K A moi;nei|^ 

* after the Duke de Cha,ttres came, of his own «Cr 
^ cord, in tear^ to tell me that he had not (poken thj^ 
^Inith, and that M- Lebrun had afffitedhim «liq. 

• I wanted not this confeffion tohe furc of it. They 

* Anaiyfi^s of theatrical pitc«s, written after having feea 
thein reprefented. It was not ufual in the education of prince* 
to take theii^ to the play, except at the time of the Carnival, 
' when they were taken to the exhibitions at the fair, or to the 
CometBe Franeoife^ to fee J^vm ^mfih e tj ^r the King of Cocagne, I 
was much bhsmcd by perfons of aofteiv manners i#r coodv^ing 
them every ten or twelve days to th^. exhibition of the chefs 
d'oeuvres of dramatic cpmpofition : they have feen reprefented 
io Svccdiioii all 'due heft pieoes that are to be found in the ftock 
lift of the Comedig Franco'ije, \ required that the next mominf^ 
they fhoold dilate by turns to M. Lebrun an analyfes of the 
pieces they hsid feen the night before, and I agreed with M. Lt- 
lirun tiMtt io fitAt ikmdies, i«^<^ v^f ^ he Iwov^ht t« mfi 
«j|i(i iwdergp iny .tctuHob, he "tiauki xM2t a^ than. 

*hiye 
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' have made indeed accurate analyfesfrompiays that 

* have been read to them, becaufe 1 took care that 
'* they likened attentively^ but in the repnefentation 
' there are a ihoufand things that neceflariiy diAraS 

* the mind, and they will noi for fome time be able 
' of themfelvesto make analyfes of this kind with any 

* accuracy, i had once before, as the Journal 

* proves, cxprefsly dtfired M. Lebrun never to af- 

* fift the princes with afsngle v/ord,'^ he promifed^ 
^ and, as the Journal alfo proves,, broke his promife r 

* he gave his word a fecondtime, and a fecond tipae 
' has he failed to keep it. I'he refiilt of this is that 
' the princes are taught by his eii^ampie a total diire- 
' ga! d of my exprefs orders^ and are alfo expofed to 

* prevarication and falfehood^ which ^f^ually happ 

* pened^ I fhall make no re flefiions upo9 thi&fubr 

* jed ; it is unnecel&ry. I will otjly fay that I an» 

* refolved infutux'e never to tolerate a proceeding of 

* this kind } and that fhoi^d an-y thing fimiiar to it 

* occur again, I fhati take the moft efbdualimcv^ 

* of for ever puttiiJg arji. ead tp it.'* 
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1 T IS impoflible to ftel more pain than I have feh 
•t reading the note of the Marchionefs^ particularly 



xiis 



^ 

Journal of Education 



* tuallj telling me that lie was tilago^ tmJm^ufal 
difpoftthn* At length I deteSed the IXuke de 
Qiartres in ft piece of fcandal and impeitinence 
with relation to Madame Hennegui. t exprefTed 
upon this fa& to the Diike de Chartres, in pre- 
fence of his brother, all that I thought beft calcu- 
bted to infpire lum with a becoming horror for 
every thing that could be allied to Falfehood. 
When I had done he^ fi i d d anly threw himfelf at my 
feetj^ crying out ^ / kmw tkat they are ruining me, 
but i will atone for every thing by my ftncerity^ and 
wH new £sqamit y^g with things much vsorje than 
thiSf and of which you have not the remoteji fufpicim. 
1 was fo mudi aftoniflied and thunderflruck at this 
fpeech that 1 coutd not Btter a vord. His High- 
nefs then burfl into^ears, and made tome the ex- 
traordinary confeffion which follows, in prefence of 
his brother. I obliged him to repeat it^ ^nd hftv« 
taken it down fronj hifi^ dLQation with the naoft 
fcniptilaus aCcwr^cy. 

* iii$ Highnefs declared th^ abput eighteen 
months ago he begiVi)» whenever I fcolded him, 
to complam of me to the Abbe Guyot ; that the 
Abh4» -inftfad of fi Unking him on thefe occanoos^ 
encouraged bHP in his complainta by faying that I 
W|is in the wrong, and that my irriiabk temper 
e^fedrne to 40 a thmfamd ahfurd things ; that nre^ 
ftntly the Abb^ allovved bimfeJf to ^ak iB ot me 
in ^ more open manner, ar>d that th^O) converfa- 
tioos became every day more fcandafous. This 
condantly pafled at the Latin leflbms before the 
Duke de Montpenfier^ who never joined io the 
cofiverfAtimfi, ' ^t ob(^fd a pifWiiBd iilsiice, 
except faying now and '4>hi« : Xi^me, eeme^ ht us 
tai0 mir lejffon. The Duke de Chartres added, 

* that 
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' diat the tiflifc of e^ery ikfiba ^ras^tliosiodcvpieiiia' 

^ of the three ffMTttiv 0f an lioar iM tifte ^tmi lie- 
' t^ed to Atfdjr^ ItMit eveit dortng iSiig ihect catftcf 
* lie, the Ouice de OMMtU) Mevlect no r<m «f at- 
^ tcneiov^- ud thei :he HA rmft vndedbitd • w<sr4l«»f 
^Ltfriii. i m ieiigtH ailked htm, what ill tiie Abb^ 
^ IwA i«y I3if 'i«e. The {irincrpat circii«ia»»i Acf 
^ DUte^nemettited were tbtfe-«»'ilitt I had ibme 
^ tmdedlandfflg^ km that i hf ne msam poflefof 
^ fb MMadi as i 'm$^i9tA^ «iid ihitt M* Boonard wa^ 
^ mfiniiety ilfp«ier to im ^ that i had 4iii aftoQifii*-' 
^ tug degreecs^Vfde;; that i b«s^iiovhiiig£y<«iieh' 
^ asfl4it1N^«iidfyco{4iaiii^; that MD0&%tt€i2r and 

* Madame were dazc^led by my works, but that 

* tbefe ^orks contained an infinite nuniber of things 
** ^htch I did not believe 4 that 1 wrote mv private 
'^ Journal whh fo nvicb care ^nly becaule tt w^a 

* t^zd by the Dske and DocheTs cPOban^^ that 1 
^ H ved 131 fofittide rod faw onty my family affd my 
^ pupils, hecaufe I was hated and nobody wiffied tOi 
'vifitme; thatmy treattnentofthe ilfabi haii^Mai 
*and was'ftiH extremely unjtfft, panieahirly ia 
^ wifhiflg to take every thing upon myfdf and tQ 
^ encroach upon his fwi&ions; tiiat it i% not truei 
' that the cares i beAowispoin the princes are whoHy 

* difinterefted; that it is not true that I recerrts no^ 
' emolifunent ; that it is equally ontme that I intend 
' to withdraw fr«m the fociety of the wof Id ^d 

* (\>end the reft of my Kfe at a diftancc from FariiSy 
. * when the education of the princes thaU befinifliedj 

* that this IS all artifice and deceit, and that nay ii^ei*. 
^ibhition is to remain^ that the Dueheft d'Orlraa^ 
^liasno real confid^ce in me,, and only affie£bto 

* have £^ the {ahe pf pi^ice. Many twygs were 
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^faid by the Abb6 in a fimilar fpirit rdpedtQg all 
^ that belonged to me : in Ihort^ my whole condud 
^ was arraigned, by him, and I^as condemned in 
' every thing*. The Duke de Chartres burft into 
' tears as he made this confei&on, and his brother, 
' who was prefem and in tears^ faid to every parti- 
' cularaslt was enumerated : It is true^ nothing am 
* he more trui^ I defire the Abb£ to anfwer imim£* 
' ately is the Journal to all thefe things. He has 
^ no need either of time or confideration. The an- 
^ fwer I demand (and I have a right to demand it) 
^ mdl be clear^^ pofitive, dired, article by article, 
< and written without a moment's delay in the Jour- 
^ nal ; M. Lebrun will wait for it, and bring it me. 



* It may not \t improper to ol}ferVe tliat, particularly dor- 
ing the paft four or five months, the Ablie and I had lived upon 
terms of confiderable intimacy. I knew indeed that' at heart he 
had fome jealoufy, and that my fuccefs in the eduction was a- 
iburce of difpleafure that his reafon could not furmount ; hut I 
perfuaded myfelf th&t he had ceafed to hate me; I felt an efleem 
for him, and was fo confident of his integrity that I would not 
bdicre my friends, who were continually repeating. to me, that 
I ought to be on my euard againft him, and that he was comi-' 
Dually afperiing my chara<fter. It is true that, on his part, the 
Abbe did every thing i|i his power to deceive me in this rcfpecft : 
1^ was laviih in proteftations of friendfhip, to which he gave a' 
degree of ezpreflion that bordered upon tendemefs and fen/lbi- 
lity ; he never praifed me for any thing relatiye to the educa- ■ 
tion, but on other points his encomiums were excelGve. I was 
feniible of their extravagance, but I could not perfuade myfelf 
diat, after holding fuch language before fo ^many witneiTes, it 
was poflible for him to calumniate me in the world. Two days 
preceding that on which the Duke de Chartres made this flrange 
confeffion, the Abbe read aloud in my apartment, in prefence 
of eight perfons, a tale written by himfelf and of which I was 
d^e heroine* In this little performance he extols myfenpbilHy amd 
thigtadHef* •/ my hearty and compares me to a beneficent fairy ^ &c. 
and the very next morning he defcdbed me to my pupils as 
proud^ hypocriticnl ani eSeus, I have preicrvtd the tale, which 
is in the hand-writing of its author. . 

' I have 
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I have written this in le(s than half an hour, and 
the anfwer need not take a longer time.— I ought 
to add in this Journal that the two princes' have 
alfo declared, that thefe converfations had never 
paflfed in prefence of M. Lebrun, hecaufe no me 
would have iared to fay fuch things before him, 
and it was for that reaion the time of the Latin 
lefTons was chofen, when M. Lebmn was not in 
the apartment. I dught alfo to add another indif- 
putable truth, and for which I have the famie two 
witnelTes as have dilated this article : it is, that I 
have never fpoken to my pupils of thefe gentlemen 
but to pr^fe the goodneft of their hearts and their 
immaculate pfobity, to exhort them to confide 
in their preceptors, and cherilh for them ienti- 
ments of the tendereft principles inA the moft live- 
ly gratitude. I have n^ver aflced the children the 
moft trivial queftlon refpe&ing whar paffed be- 
tween ;hem and thefe gentlemen, and that for 
tworeafons: firft^becaufe I thought tnyfeff ftire 
of being informed of every particular and eyery 
word by means of the JouTnal ; and fecondly, be- 
eaufe I feared that by interrogating them I might 
excite rn the children a fufpicion that I had ndt 
con'&dence in thefe gentlemen.— The princes have 
juft lead this paper*, and defire to put their names 

* to itin atteftjition of ihe peifeft accuracy and tturb 

^ of w hat it con tai n& *.^ 

• Signed, 

*DUKE DE ChARTRES. 

* DuKt DE HONTPENSIER.' 

Vol. ll. \ G Saturday, 

» 1 did not fend thU long article to the Abbe for reafon* 

^hich will prcfcfitJy be feen. I had written k in the Journal, 

which 
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* AFTER writing th« preceding article, I re- 

* fle6tcd that if I fent this detail to the Abb6, con- 
^ fcious that he had no excufe to aflign^ he wouU 

* refufe to ^fwer or even, acknowledge that any 

* mention had bee;i made -of rtie : I ha^e theref<K<e 

* limply written t^e note annexed to this Journal*. 

^ The AbW fends me an anlAver in which he co»- 

.*.fefles two things, the only ones that I confider as 

.* of any importance from his mouth. -Firil, that it 

* is true the Duke de Chartres has for a long time 

* been accuftomed to complain and fpeak ill of me 
^ at the Lfitin leflbas. Secondly, that the Abb6 

* hasnot informed me of this, becmife no opportunity 
'^ had offered^ and has not mentioned it to M, Lc- 

* bi un, as not wifhing a circumftmce of this naiuPt 
^ ,h be recorded in the Journal. The Abbe then, by 



' 'vrhich I detsikied IVbm ^. Lebfun till tKe n6zt tlay, conteiitiil^ 
myfelf for theprcfcnt with wmitig a note to the Abbe Guydt 
upos a feparate piece of paper. 

* This no te, as I have obferved, was upon a feparate piece of 
paper. I only (aid in'it, that M. de' ChaH^es had' Informed me 

~'that, for eighteen months paft, he had paffed his Latin leflb&s 
in making complaints t)fm&. to the Abbe; and withoutexpreC- 
ing myfelf in terms of ftrong r^fentment, I aiked the Abbe 
how ht could think of liflening to I'uch complaints, and* why he 

' had not informed me of the circumftance either in perfon or by 
means of the Journal ; ' and I demanded an immediate anfwer. 
From 4he tone of mynote the Abbe was led to think that this 
was all the Duke had laid to me : lie flattered himfelf that the 
^eril was not without^ remcsdy, and he ^fwered as is ftated aboTe, 
by a iiote in 4iis own hand^writi^g, which I Ihall be careful te 
prefervc. 

* • « hJs 
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hrsown confeffion, thought it of great importance. 
Is this he tftras right. But hovy are we (o believe 
(hat during a period of eighteen months, or even 
fuppofing it to be only Qx, he has had no oppor* 
tUnity ox informing me. He has feen me every 
day ; what (hould have prevented hira from tell- 
ing me that he had fomething of importance to 
communicate refpeding the Duke deChartres? 
Does he not know that this would have been fuffi- 
ctent to have excited my attention and made me 
anxious to hear him ? oefide what fhould have 
hindered him from writing ? He has written page 
after page upon fubjefts of trivial concern, without 
mentioning a fyUable of this matter. How are we 
to believe that he might not have fllenced in die 
'firfl inilancea child fo docile a& the Duke de Qiar-' 
tres ? Why has this child never faid any thing of 
a (irailar nature to M. Lebnin? Becaufe M. X<e^ 
bcun would not have fuffered it. How could the 
Abbe repeat every day before this chil<jl that he 
was of a go^^ an exvellent natural difpi^tt ion ? How 
redouble his kindnefs for him, (hew him a thou* 
fand times more friendfliip than ever, and give (b 
£ivourable an account of him in, the Journal*? 
He is indeed good; the confedion he has volun-* 
tarily made me proves it, and I will anfwerfor his 
being one day an excellent, an admirable charac- 
ter : but all the efforts of M, I.*ebrun and myfelf 



* The Abbe gave evety day in the Journal an accoitnt of the 
Latin lelTons, and ilnce the period that tnefe leiTons had pafled 
in fpeaking ill of me, the Journal repeated ahnoft conftantl^r 
this judgment : Gnod lejfon ; txcslhnt La'in Ifjfon^ &C. 

G a * might 
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"^ might have been ihefiFe€tuaI and vain, if fincerity 

f and remorfe had not led the prince to a confeflioQ 

^ of the truth. I have now nothing farther to der 

* nrivind of the Abb6 : it is not to be fuppofed thrt he 
^•will acknowledge fa£ts of fo horrible a nature a^ 
"^ thofe contained rn the declaration on the Jouinali 

* indifputaWe as they arc. He has made the only 

* confe'ffion it would be pdftible to extort from him. 

* Tt is enough ; of the reft the Duke and Duchefs 
^ d^Oleans'fhall judge. In the mean time I am ex- 

* prefsly autWifed by them to tell the Abb6 not to 
^ appear before the children, till he has farther or- 

*"* der«, tiotto fet his foot within their apartment, 

* and not to write to them. M. Lebrun is charged 
"^* with the eare of them. The Abbe nwy fave him-i 

,f felf the trouble of writing to me, as I lliall fend 

* his lettersT)ack without operiing^hem. He muft 

* now addrefs himfelf to the Duke and Duchefs 
^^d'Orleans. The- Duke will return on Monday, 

* and will take the earlieft opportunity of fpeakine: 
^ to the Abbe.' . 
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iefitf^Hanten tht Ahhi Guyofs anfwert the oHjgirmt 
(f which Jball r$mmn in this JfurnaL 

HE Y jfM^ princes) have efien teld m that F 
was ihefuhjel^ of cmverfation ^t Belle ChAffe and at- 
Uvriythat my c^nduH was feverely criticifed and 
blohied, dnd that I was not loved^. 

* Unjuft recrimination, replete with lies and ab- 
' furdities. The Duke dc Montpenfier has never 

* faid a v/ord ; his brother ^\d hint this prtice frotni 
*• the firft moment, and ftiU pcrfifts in afferf jng his 

* innocencfr. If the child, en, , or one of the chi Idrent 
*tord him thts, the Abb^ either believed it or did^ 

* not believe it ; if he did believe it, how could he 

* have profeffed before all the world fo warm o^ 

* friendfhip for me? How, in pfefence of M. Le- 
' brun and five or fix other peribns at Livri, cculd 

* he have (bed tears when he fpoke of his attach- 

* menf,exprefllng.himf.!fattlicfam€ timcinthcmo.1: 
'affeQionate tenns? If he did not believe it, why 
' was not this child reprimanded in the fevered maii- 

* ner. for a filfehood and calumny of fo black a na- 



• The paffages printed in Italias are the Abbe's ; (hofe mai^k^ 
C(Lwkh inyertcd convnas are my refletSUbns. , . 
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* turc ? How on the contrary could the Abb£ treat 
^ him with additional kindneA, and praife him every 

* day and upon all occafions for his excellent cha- 

* raaer and difpofuion ? In either cafe why did he 

* not acquaint me with the circum/lance ? When I 
' undertook the education of the princes, the Abbe 

* was permitted to remain upon the cxprcfs condi- 

* tion. Tor which he pledged his honour both by 

* word of mouth and in writing, that he wtuld conceal 

* nothing from me relative to the children ; that he 
-* would inform me with the moftfcrupuhus accuracy of 

* every thing they Jbould fay and do in my abfence 5- 

* which was indeed the fole objed of this Journal^ 

* and my only rcafon for inftituting it.* 

. / conjiantly told the Duke de Chartret that he ought 
not'ta bring mefiories of this fort \ 

* Conjiantly fuppofes that the Aories were fre- 
f quern ly repieated, and certainly a (ingle word on 

* the part of the Abbe, fpoken with fincerity up«n 
^ -'he nrft occafion that offered, would haVe (ilenced 

* them for ever. Ought not to bring mefiories of this 
^fort, Thisexpreffion fuppofes the (lories to be true, 

* and does not blame rhem on their own account, but 

* as brought to the Al>b<. The true and becoming 

* anfwer would have been, that I was altogether in- 

* capable of fpeaking ill of one of the inilruSors of 

* iny pupiFs, and that nothing could be more un- 
^ queftionable thah.this, fince Monfeigneur and Ma- 
^ dame would certainly not retain about the perfons 

* of their children a man in whom I did not place a 
' * confidence. It would have been true and becoming 

^ to have faid, that the child mull have miftakea 

* my words or niifapprehendcd my meaning ; anil 

* that 
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t the Abb£ could not doubt of a friend/hip of : 
ich I had given him fo many proofs." 



THhat it was a proceeding ify no means worthy of him p 
that 'I certainly did my beji tofattsfy and 6l cafe, and 
iiat I Had' no douhtof obtaining the fuccep which my ■ 
fiieart de/fred; but that in any caji I Jbould always de-' 
rive confol^tion from the tejiimony of my confciencey. 
X9hich a man who valued his txonquiility would at all^ 
times take care to enfure. 

* Who does no^fJrel in^att tkl& circumfocution 'znd- 
*^tatrt©logy the unconquerable embarrafTinent'of con* 
vi&ed di(honeffy,.defirous of deaying its nature^. 
and of artfulty foftenmg down what Is imputed to 
*-it ^ Who docs not (eein theft double diffilled infia^ 
^nuations the mpft direiK comptaint>_and the mod' 
unequlyocarxefi Aire ? I JBould always derive ' confo^ 
•iation from the tej^imtmy of my confcicnce. Do not 
thefe words imply that confolation is neceffaryy 
and that the fuccefs is nothing lefs than certain \ 
•Do they not infinuate that my^ condu6l is erro- 
neous, and that my carnage is of a fort by no 
means calculated to injure confidence f- Is all' this" 
verbolit)^ and thefe unmanly infinuations, a part 
•of the anfwer that ought to be made to a child who 
adopts a proceeding by no means worthy of him f 
Would it not have been better for the Abbe. to 
have anfwered (imply-^l am obliged by my duty to 
inform the Count efs of all yoiir converfation.^ 1 have 
paffed my word that I would dofo, and my fttuatlm ' 
and hers render it peculiarly indifpenfable : 1 Jball 
record what yru havefaid in the y'ournal^ and if you 
offer at any farther obfervations upon the fame fub* 
je^^ the f will alfo- be recorded: I cannot per fuadft 
tnyfelf that, if the Abbe has thus fpokcn, the con- 

G 4 *^ verfation3K 
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'..ycrfations to whkh allufion is. here made woutd 
*have been often repeated^ orin the fir(l;iailance 

* of any confiderable lenjth.' 

In other cafes^ lukere tie converfution turned upon 
tie paucity of bttftnrfs the Marchionefs had left me^ and 
-which the, Duke ^e Chartres trpated in a j^fiing 

WO'* 

* In a jcfting way I It appears then that the fiibp 

^ jeS waa fufficienf ly familiarized to the JDuke^ by 
'ithe perfons with whom b^ Jiras co&yerfing, 4o 

* ^jiahle him to treat ir witir froUcaod j«fl* Certainijr 
' a famrliarity like this had .ueyer eipeaieoced any) 

* confide abte check, . ^nd at the fam^ tim^ the 

* Abbe Cuyot, who was the.witnei« of thefe abor- 
*jtive y~^^ at my en^pence or. his own, for tbf^ is 
' jiot clearly exprefled, wa^ continually s^plaudio^ 
*.the chara,<^er^ (Inc^rity, and' opennc^ of ihis 

InfjeJIing xvayt tilling me that he was per&aded 
I^didmt know hvw to comport myf elf under theje new 
cireumftances \ I conjlantly replied^ 

* Cpni^antly ! An air of repetition is always up- 

* p^erracft in thefe faQs, and of confequence the jefis, 
' jiich .as they were, were frequently made*' . 

Replied^ that I Jhould be particularly obliged to Mm 
tq requejl the Marchionfs to be explicit with meMpon 
thisjubje^, 

* This is indeed a fingular conunlflion. The be-* 
'^ginning of the fentence led us to expeft a grave 

* and fevere reprimand j no fuch thing : all that fol- 

* jows is .a requeft, couching a ftrange fort of mef- 

'fagc^ 
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• fage, which afluredly vras intended to bear the im- 

• preffion of feverfe irony.' 

Upm this fubje^'y in which cafe I Jbould no doubt 
derive benefit from her cenfures^ if they were jvfi^ ur 
fbepj thi error in which they were found ^ if they were 
6therwife, 

^ This ftroke may with propiiety be ftyled ajejf 
worthy of Tartufe : the hypocritical huniility of ihe 
exprcffion but thinly veils the ironical confidence 
of the fpeaker. Let me add, that thefe long dif- 
coorfes fufficiently ilew the mutual confidence that 
prevailed in the converfation. All was quiet dif- 
quifition and tranquil dialogue. The Abbe be- 
trays no. aufterity, no diflike of the topic, but re- 
peats pompous phrafes upon the fubjei^ without. 
^nd. He appears to believe every thing that is 
told him, and when my illiberality is defaibed,. 
he contents himfejf with wiftiing that I woulci 
make.it perfonal, in order that' he might derive be^ 
nefit from my cenfures^ if they werejuft, or fbew, the 
err-or in which they werefounded^ if they were otHer^ 
*w'ffe\ and he probably expeds, that I ihould find 
out this wifh by diylnation, fince there is nothing 
that he appears more anxious to conceal from my 
difcovcry.' 

When / take a retrofpe^i of the whole ^ lam bold t9 
declare that in this critical fttuation^ 

• Critical ! How fo ? Good fcnfe and integrity 

• would have foupd no difficulty in it,* 

Critical fifuation, I have difplayei a f^rit of liberal 
jufiice towards the Marphionefsf and the purefi mo- 
der^tion in what r'efpeBs tnyfelf I,/h<fuld indeed have 
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undoubtedly communicated the whole to her at once^ if 
liberty had been given ^ and opportunity occurred Jor fuch 
communication* 

• The flupidity of tlris paflag^ is unparalleled. 

* How is it poffible that' at Livri, where we dined 

* and fupped every day together ; at Paris, where 

* we dined' together fivt times a. week, the Abbe 

* Guyot ftiould be in wsint of opportunity ov liberty 

* to fpeak to me? It is true, that with refpeft to 

* fuch .articles as were mate|;ial to the education^ I 

• * required them to he put in 'writing ; and the longer 

* my experience has been, the more judicious does 

* this method appear : but I was never ridiculous 

• * enouffh not to admit of an exception from this rule. 

* My inflexibility has only refpeSed the contefts 

* that have occurred between thefe gentlemen and 

* myfelf ; in other rcfpecls, I have a thoufand times 

* difconrfcd witli them about the children, and 

* heard from their own nicutKs many particulars 

* refatinse to their language, their fentiments and 

* their conduQ:, as this Journal frequently teftifies. 

* The phrafe will more than once be foundl— / do 

* not enter into particulars upon this article^ becatife I 

* have given a verbal account of it to Madame-de Gtn^ 

* lis.* He would have cemmum'cated tie whU to mi 

* Mt-ence : and yet eighteen months areelapfed, and 
, * not a fyllabte has been uttered upon the fubje&, 

* Gn the contrary, he has every day repeated his 

* eulogium of the Duke de Chartres, he has ftcn 

* me often in private, he has by his own defrre a 
^ thoufand times converfed with me atone refpe ding 

* his own affairF, his brothei's, &c. and he has 

* written nie a hundred letters, all of enormous 

* length, and not one containing a word of this im- 

* portant article,* 
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h kai heert'only ftnce laft winter ^ pretty much abou^ 
the time of Lent y 'that the Duke de Chartres lias com-- 
plained to me of the manner in. which the Marchion^ft 
treated him. At fir ft I ioJd him that he oiight nat t9^ 
fujfer it to ^ive him pain^ 
. * At firJU It. is vtry remarkabk that the Abb6' 

* ftops there, and. does, not tell. us what he faid in 

* the fcquel. "ithat he ought not tofufferjt to give him 

* pain^'i^ a mode of i xpreffion that is incapable of. 
••being interpreted in a good fenfe. We ought to- 

* feeiipain^ fcYere pain,, wlben we are juftly repre- 

* hendcd; without that no error can be correded^ 

* It is impoilible to fay to any one that he ought not 

* to fuffer a thing to give him pain, unlefi the thing 

* itfelf be abfurd and unworthy of notice.* 

# • 

That the Jirong^ exprejpons pe eptpkyed, were na^ 
ummfiverable proof of her opinion that his difpofttions 
were erroneouf and difgracefuL 

< When we can. inter from this jumble of wor^s^. 

* except that the Duke was'to pay no attention to 
f my reprimands,, becaufe Idid not know the mean* 

* ing of what I faid ?' 

They only proved the zeal of the. Marchiotiefs for hi,s^ 
ffjefare \ that it defended upon himfelf to put an end 
to what oceaftoned him fo fen/ihle a mortification, hfeX" 
erting all his Jill gem; e in theflri^ difihargeof his dur^, 
ty, and that, the more acutely he felt the treatment ha^. 
received, the, greater attention and ejffort he ought 4^^ 
exert. 

.'Such, ev.en if wc fhould givethemoft implicit 

* credit to the Abbe, was his mode of repelling th^ 

* coroplaints that w^ere.made againft ilac ;.. fuch was^ 
^ at fi^fi bis . la|iggag.e^: apcj filoft perlaiitly _fuch 

* . . * language 
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* hnguage at firft was calculated to ehcounigli a 

* repetition of complaint. In fpite of the hypocrify 

* ahd falfehood that betray thenrfelves in -every 

* line, the Abb6 has not the courage once to affirm 

* that he afferted my juftice, the propriety of my 

* reprimands, and the difcretion of my remarks. 

* Had he vindicated me in one Tingle inftance, it -is 

* to be believed that he would not have told of it ? 

* He has ndt even the cpurage to affirm that he once 

* told the Duke de Chartres that he w$s in the 
^ wrong, or that he ought to be perfuadec) tfo^t he 
^ was in the wrong, fince I had thought it necef- 

* fiiry to rebuke him.' 

/ ^ften told him that it tvns very improptr to brikg 
his complaints to me, and that I certainly would put 
them in the Journal ij he continued them, 

. * If the Abb6 faid this often^ he has as often broke 
' his word. What an example in every refpeS 
^ faas he been exhibiting to hispupikt' 

Sometimes ## the lejfons thfs fort of eoifuerfation 
continued for a long while, 

* Obferve we h^ve heard the Abbe's own confcf- 

* (ion for this material article.' 

jini fdid not put en end to them, hut hy threaiemng 
e^ejh toinfert them in ihe JournaL I did not pat mg^ 
fhreixt fitto execution iecmtfe I zvi^ vnzOilHug ta gi^ 
iftem fhf permmertt and une^uivoeitl form that $ke 
journal implied. 

< Why ttttt ? Why not Jsiiblifli them m the- Jour- 

* fKil dc mis? The prefent Journal was peculiarly 
^ ad^ptedfor that ptlirpof«, fiAce it owed its exiAence 
f to motived ^ a fimilar nat^ie* But \l the Abb£ 

• couM 
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« could not bear to think of a Journal^ why did not 

* he write rac a letter upon the fubjeS?* 

It cerUiinly was mf a w'tjh to hear the compJainis 
repeated^ or a dejire to lead to fi unpleafant a topic % 
butam^ive of politenefs and ejleetn jor the Marchi* 
one/f, that prevented my having recourfe to thissxfe" 
dient* 

. '. As much as to fay that the complaints were of 
^ fo heavy a nature, and . would have fo deeply 
' wounded my reputation^ that the Abbe^ out cxf 
f pure kindnefs to me^ cpuld not bear the though^ of 
^ their being placed upon record. It is indeed impof«> 

* fible to fay whether politenefs, franknefs, or ho* 

* nefty conftitute the moil leading feature of thiscon^ 

* dua.' 

Inevery thing that pajfed upon the fubjeii, 

* Thefe. are the laft words of the Abbe Gnyot'i 

' reply. The conftruQion in^plies that there is fome^- 

*. thing wanting to complete the fentence ; but this 

^ is all that the Abbe gave to M. Lebran ; and his 

* underftanding was.fo confounded, that it li no 

* wonder he round himfelf a little abruptly at the 

* end of his reafons. 

1 The cotKlufion from the whbW of this infic^ious 
\ paper, evidently a fabrication in every part of its 

* deraU, is that the Abb6, however cafed in the mail 

* of bypocrify and &lfekood, was unable, prefTed as 
5 be was for an immediate anfwer^an^ ignorant that 
^ 1 w^^^m.Ulrei^ of all the particulars, to avoid the 
1 deoiftve confeffion, that for eighteen months paft 

* the period of theXatin leflbns was fpcnt in invec- 

* tives and complaims ag«in& me. His jplace, our 

* reciprocal connexion, the woi*d of honour whicli 

;../••'• - • • • ^te 
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he had given, and the firft and moft indifpenfable 
of his duties, commanded him to give me an im- 
mediate account, of the whole. What has been 
his a dual conduS ? He has never uttered a word 
tome upon the fubjeft, and he redoubfed his ca- 
rcflfes and eulogiums of the *Duke de Chartres , 
precifcly from the commencerrteht of that penod:" 
Abbe Guyot, preceptor to the prince, and ordained 
to the facred office, has fufFercd him to commu- 
nicate for the firft time in the facrament trf" rhe 
mafs, tinder ihefe circumftances, without repara- 
tion and without penitence. Such are the fads 
that now ftand proved under his own hand. After 
this, what faith is to be placed in his denying that 
it was he who excited the complaints of the child, 
and poifbncd his mind ; his manner of denying it 
proves. its truth. The Abb6 has always envied 
and hated me ; for a time however he obferved 
in his conduft towards the children fome con- 
ftraint, and did not begin to difplay his ranccar 
tilj he had fecured his church preferment of twelve 
thoufand livres a year : the riik would before have 
been too great. * He might by a fingle word have 
^\xi an eternal flop to inefe converfations, and by 
his own confeipon they have continued for more 
than a year, and the Journal has in 6;eneral given 
a favourable account of the Latin leflbns, particti- 
larly during the laft fix months. Thefe, I believe^ 
are proofs as complete as can be defired of the 
wickednefs of this man, whofe condud is as de- 
void of penetration as it is contemptible ^. Tbe firfl 

* im- 



* The aVurdity of this condoA is indeed tnconreiyf^Ue ; but 
^c'At}be> knowing that } never ^ueftioned.the childien rcfpt^? 
ing what paiTed between tbem '^nd tbefc gentlcnicn, kBoWrug 

that 
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* impulfe of my mind was to rcqueft the Duke and 

* Duchefs cPOrleans to forgive the Abb^, and in this 

* refolution bhaveJ^perfirted for two days : but they 

* are of opinion, that to (hew the leall indulgence 

* in a cafe of fuch flagrant deceit and malignity will 

* be a pernicions example to their children; and this 

* reflexion is fo juil that 1 am angry with myfelf 

* that it did not immediately occur to me. The 

* Journal proves that, had my credulity been lefs, 

* the Abbl's condu€b.ls precifely what I ought to 

* have expe6^ed ; a thoufand inftances are there ap- 
' parent of his. envy and hatred againfl: me, of his 

* infincerity and extreme falfehood, of the narrow- 

* nefs of his underftandijig and his extravagant pride, 
^ of the moft limited and erroneous views, and the 

* moft abfurd mode of reafoning. Thefc faQs arc 

* particularly demonftrated in the year 1785; and 

* jvhoever ftiall read this part of the Journal only, 

* will perfeSly uAderftand the Abbe's charaQer and 

* difpofition, and wil( perhaps be aftoniflied that, 

* with the authority I poflcffed, I extended fo far 

* my patience, indulgence and credulity. The Ab- 

* be has certainly done no inconfideraWe injury to 

* my work of education, and Ifliould at prefent have 

* greater reafon to rejoice in the fuecefs of my cf- 

* forts had he. poffefled the integrity and merit of 

* M. Lebrun : but the injury is not irreparable. The 
' fatilt of the Duke de Chartres is a very common 



that I was perfeiftly free from fufpicion, and that I imagined 
every the minuteft parttcnlar to be recorded in th« Journal, 
never fui^pofed that the Duke de Chartres ivould have either 
the fortitude ^r the (incerity to tell me of his own accord things 
of this naturt. 

* one J 
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one ; and 'the confeflion he has voluntarily made^ 
without any interrogation, any fufpicioh on my 
party is a proof of generofity, irkgenuoufnefs, and 
an excellent heart. There is not one child ip a 
hundred that can reiift the pleafure of complaining 
when the perfon whom he beft loves reprimands 
him % and that will not, at fuch a time, readily 
Hften to any ill that may be fpoken of that per- 
fon. My daughters, whofe difpofitions were fo 
amiable,- and who certainly loved me with tender-* 
nefs, were not exempt from this fault ; they have 
athoufand times confeflfed to me in the courfe of 
their education, that they had faid in their nio- 
mcntsof chagrin to the femmes de chambre who 
attended them, that I was ««/«/?, tyrannical, and 
extragavantly feoere. It is of importance that 
childi^n fjiould neyer have about them perfons 
who will tolerate fuch difcourfe. In the cafe of 
the Duke de Chartres there was an additional 
temptation, that of being" excufcd from a tirefomc 
lelTon in a language which he did not like, of be- 



* It is to be remarked, that, particularly in his infancy, I 
reprimanded the Duke de Chartres much more frequently than 
the other children, becaufe he had a number of anticks and dif> 
. ag^reeable habits, trifling indeed in themfelves, but of which I 
. thought it abfohitely neceffary to break him. Meanwhile; he 
loved me with fincere affedtion, for a better heart than his does 
• not exiit; and he V/Sis truly unhappy when we were upon bad 
terms. At firft the Abbe appeared to. pity him, and thus be- 
came his confident in this refped; afterwards he attempted to 
incenfe hismind againft me, and deftroy in him that livAly gra- 
titude and natural regard which I never failed to experience. 
The Abbe did not fucceed, but he wasliftened to by a child of 
eleven years, whofe principles were unformed, and who knew 
that his complaifance would be rewarded with.ihis account on 
the Journal : Excellent Latin UJfon. 

•*Jng 
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* ing treated wjih kindnefk by the Abbfi, and. oF 

* knowing that I (liould raad a favourable account 

* of him in tFte Journal. One thing, however, puy 
' be faid in the Dulce's praire, tfeat Tipce the period 

* when ihefe cojiverfatiops fit (I began, hU Crwpd-' 
' fhip for the Abb£ has very peTcepttbly difnimCh^d; 
' and I havf long obferved that all h}« afFedion and 
'xpreference, 14s wtil as thofe of hiE brother, wcto 
'. exclulively tumedupon M, Lebrun. It wai.cKat ho 
'derpiferi 4he one ;tTid-eneemed the other, Thw 

* what the Quke de Chartres ha$ do)i< tt very ex- 

* cu&ble, and the manner, in which he hasrepair^cf 

* it.is entiiled to cotnmendation ; and the conduQ 
' of his brother is perhaps unexampled at fuch an 
' ■««. The firCl haG^Mnmitted no fauJt that need 

* iglve IR any apprehenfions aa to the future, and the 
' lecond hat difplayed for the >fp3ce of eighteen 
' ntotiths a degree of virtue and % mnefs that would 
' tto honour <o a youth of fifteen years *. There h 
'therefore in alt this nothing afluredly that could 
""give us pain, but the contrary. What however 



,- * It h true that M. de Montpenfier wu leptiniMlded brine 
ie& freqacDtly, becaufe hcjiad more good qunUcka, uti UMt I 
{■*: hiin fewer thioga to ftudy, Bccaufit hi had not the kfta- 
niOung memory of hi 1 brother. Befide the Ahbc .wii tnare 
annmiato gain the eldeft, merely from the cooGderition of hU 
being the eldeR. I can fay however, without the fear of con- 
tradition, that ths condadl 0/ M. de Montpcnficr aononnced 
■t that time oil' the qualitica that at prefent adom hii charadEr- 
When I alfced him why he had not informed me of thefe conier- 
fations, he replied: J fii«,U bave dost fi b^i I fiorti in my tn- 
ther'tfa-lt; fcrf J tm, uriuUliBS ti, ic n-y tmlbrr'i aiffir. 1 haW 
wriitcin an account of all thefeparticularsin my private Joumai, 
but h«ve fuppreffcd them in the printed fragments, becaufe il 
waa then my determination not to fpeak of thefe quarrels. 



' might 
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* might have been the confequence if the Doke cfe 

* Ghartres had not made this confeflion !- 1 caanot" 

* thihk of it without fliuddenDg, My fecnrity in 

* this refpcS was perfcd ; Ifhould never haverfif^ 

* covered the truth, and the Duke might have been^ 

* corrupted and irretrievably ruined ; without taking 

* Into the account that the princes would never have 
^ underfiood a word of the Latin lanenage : but tins 

* gave the Abb^ no concern ; he had his anfwcr. 

* ready : he had continually repeated that \ did not' 
*" allow fuflScient time fortnis ftudy, and he would. 

* have thrown the whole blame upon me alone*. ^ 



* The Ibltowuir tetter was written tio mc by M. li'OiieM^' 
relative to the Abbe Gnyet, whom be faW'the day '^to' mgr* 
Writing the abov^ article in the JournaL.. 
- * The Abbe is opprefled with grief, is Dnable to f'fty a word 
' .in his t>wn vindication, and acknowledges the in^iroi^iety and ' 
'injttfiice of his condu^. He always wiihed, be fay«» to a^' 

* oth^Cwife, but was never able. I told l^m that he muft never' 
'again appear before me or the children, and muft give i^ bis 
' apartment on Sunday. . He replied :I am tit/t in the m^ ht^^ 
^ rid tUfgraee, ■ He withdrew, his-countenance pale as death* I 

* have juft fpoken to M. Lebrcn, as was agreed between us f 
'am glad that this affair is at an end,' and Ihopeyou will hare 
'' no future eaii£s for chagrin in the education of- our children^ 
« ike/ 

Irhave q^^faUy prefetved the otiginal of. this Utter. 
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H^t tfM. h Couppey, fucceffor to tki AhU Guyot*. 

W H EN I had the honour of giving, about two 
months ago, my firft leflbn to the princes in the La^ 
tin language, I found tliat they had made very little 
pro6ciency, confideritig the time that appears to 
have fapen devoted to this ftudy. I have been 
cfbliged to return to the firft rudiments of grammar, 
upon which too much ftrefs cannot be laid when the 
objed is to teach a learned language by the mode of 
principle and analyfes ; a method infinitely to be 
preferred to that of uninftruSed and random prac- 
tice^ which has been attempted to be fubftituted in 
its room. I then pafled to a work that by its nature 
excludes long periods, which are always embar** 
railing to a beginner : 1 fpeak of the Colloquies of 
Erafmuji, the -Latin of which is fufficiently pure 



4 

' • M. le Couppcf was equally le;irncd both in the Greek and 
l.atln languages, which he taught our pupils with llzigulaf 
zeal and fUccefs, and I eonftantly found In him the mofir fure 
jmd the moft delightful fociety. How happy ihould I have 
been had he always occupied the place of the perfon whom h^ 
fttcceeded ?— The world has thought it ftrange that I did not 
choofe an ecdefiailic to fupply the Abbe Guyot : priefts were 
offended and bigots railed at me. Bat I.a& little regarded them 
as r did the athiifts and irreligious perfons whofc refcntraent I 
had drawn upon myfelf by my publications. To fay and do 
what I conceive to he virtuous and ufeful, will ever be the only 
rule of my conduA. 

without 
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without being too difficult. For the {ake of Tari- 
ety, both as to their ftudies and as to flyle^ 1 have 
thought proper to add to thie firll author an eafyhtf- 
torian, who gives an abridged Rfe of the principal 
|)€rfonages m ancient Rome, whofe names and ex- 
ploits are already familiar to the princes. By means 
of this previous knowledge the meaning of the wri- 
ter is aftonifhingly facilitated, and they have no<- 
diin^ to attend to but the words of this new Ian- 



y^ie cf Madami de SiHdj^ 1767. 
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y health has fjot permitted me to an(Wer 

* fooner an article in the Journal'of the fitth of this 

* month. M. Lebrun appears in it to blame the 

* Ouke de Chartres for having given me an account 

* of fome words that fell from M. Lebrun relative 
' to me. He calls this aSion by the name of tal^ 

* bearing'^ it deferves it not in the odious accepta* 

* tion of that word : the Duke de Chartres fimply 

* difchairged a duty. Monfeigneur and Madame, 

* after the cruel aflPair of the Abb^ Guyot, cxprefsly, 

* enjoined him never to fuffer any perfbn concerned 
' in the education to fpeak a word or even the moft 

* indireS cenfure againft me, without informing me 

* of it and telling the perfon chargeable with fuch 

* indifcretioB that he (houtd do fo. This has been 

* precifely the conduS of the Duke de Chartres in 

* the prefent tnftance, and he is only to blame for 

* not 
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'^ not having immediately faid to M. Lebrun that he 

* meant to tell m6 of it. 1*0 be a taU bearer is to 

* repeat unncceffarily an imprudent converfation, for 

* the fake of creating dlflenfions and animontie«^ 

* without the knowledge of the perfon cited, and by 

* exprelsly d^firing that he may not be informed cf 

* k. It is iftdifpetifable that I fhould know in what 
^manner the perfons ccwinefted with .the education 

* fpeak of me to my pupils, and that thcy.diminifla 

* in no inftance, not even in the mod trififing thbgi 

* (in important things they cannot) the refpeA and 
** affedion which my pupils owe me. Hefide the 

* Duke de Chartres complied with the order of his 

* fatho", an order for ^vhich there was too much 

* reafen, from. the perfidy of which I had, been the 
^'objeft. He was not at all df jSrou? th^t M. Let- 

* bran Ihoirid be ignorant of this proceeding; he 

* aSed the part neither -of a traitor nor of a bufy * 

* body ; on the contrary^ he was faithful to hi* 

* word, and difplayed upon this occafion both inter 

* grity and firmnefs; he h,as not therefore been k 

* tale iearery he ha^ done what was his duty*,— M* 

* Lebrun fays : Hozv can. it he jupp^^ei that, I JbouJd 
'^ now haoejpolen ill of Madame de Sillery^ when it it 

" • • 

.* ^t/l. Lebrun, who' took itiamifs that the Duk« de Chaitrek 
had informed me of an itiftance in which my cOndu<ft had bees 
cenfured, allowed himfelf, a feinr days after, rerpe(5bing a je£b 
t'itat I mentioned in confidence before him, fecretlyto repeat it 
to the perfon who was the obje^ of it, «nd whom it highly ofr 
'funded. For myfelf, I at Oiis very tioie i^id an injunSion oh 
the Duke de Chirtres and his brother never in futiJre to inforni 
^me of any thing that might be faid againft me by M. Lebmn or 
others ; adding, that I committed to ^em the care of defen^^ 
-me on fuch occaiions, &c. Thefe particular^ raAy be feea in tDl 
firft volume^of this, publication. 
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well kmwn Oat I did Mt /peak ill 6f ifrnpon occa- 
Jions that haOe formerly occurred f This is not pro- 
perly/peaking the qucftion ; and unlefs a perfoo 
iheuld defcend Co calMinay like the Abb6 Guyot/ 
I Wy fafely put the fpeakhig ill of me at d^- 
tince. But to cenfure the arrangenteots I make^' it 
an indifcretion which a xmn df M. Lebrun's age 
and circumfpediion t>ught not to allow himfelf. I 
wifl add, that, in the confeffion liiade by the Duke 
de Chaitres^ refpeSing the Abbe Guyot, though 
it be mdeed true that he acknowledged M. Lebnin 
had never fpoken ill of me, and that the Abb6 had 
hot dared do it in his prefence, yet the Duke faid 
at the fame time that M. Lebryn very frequently 
indulged himfelf in flight animadverfions on my 
condud both diredly and indireSly. I did not 
record this trivial fault in the Journal, becaufe I 
did not think it of fuflkient moment, and becaufe 
what i wrote was immediately to be fubmitted to 
rtie inipeSion of Moivfeijgneur and Madame. Be- 
flde, confidering the extreme intimacy that fub- 
fiitol between the Abb6 and M. Lebrun, I was 
not at all afioniflied at this ; I was. fatisfiecT with 
the certainty that M. Lcbrun had not been fo fac 
feduced as to forget what he owed to me and to 
his own fituation, and I readily excufed thefe tri- 
vial errors, which did Dot IcfTen the opinion 1 had 
ever entertained of M. Lebrun's integrity and ho- 
nour, I even thought it right not to mention them, 
and but for the tnfling event that has happened t 
fliould always have been filent upon the fubjed. 
Meanwhile there is in all this nothing that fhall di- 
minifli my. regard for M. Lebrun, or make me 
depart from the refolution I formed, when I firft 

* todc 
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"* took Qpcininyfelf the charge of tbe edacation, to 
''live upon terms of good underftanding with the 
'pdribns appointed. to. ^Q me, to fliew up^ ail 
^ occafions the fame gentlenefs and forbe^ijfece, 
*^ and to exhibit marks of fincere friendfliip to att 
f^w^iorfltallbe difpofed to difplay kindnefs to me« 
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•T Imif after fix I looked into the lournal, and 

^tead with attention the note of the Marchionefs. i 
refume (he fubjed only to aflure her that in future 
ihe (hall never have the fmalleft reaibn to reproach 
me, and that I do not recoJleSever having allowed 
myfcif in arty fenfe direSIyor indiredly before oor 

. pupib in the Abbte's time, though we foitietimes 
complained to each other when we imagined that 
we had caufe for complain!. 1 have before frank- 

"Jy acknowledged this, and exprefled my regret to 
the Marchionefs : (he aifured me that it fhould be 
buried in oblivion. I count upon her friendfliip) 
«bd truft that I fhallmerit.it by thefincertty-aod ar^ 

^ur of my .attachment. 
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Noti of Madame de Sillery. 

xN juftice to the Duke de Chartres I ought to 
obferve ia this place, thslt he has voluntaiily ex- 
preflcd a define to expend the "whole of his ten 
louis in charitable adions. I told him that he 
would do well to employ a part of it in thit way; 
but that he might alfo purchafe fome triflfing 
things for himfeif. tie has purchafcd fdme bo^es, 
one for me, which I have refufed, and^iK>th«r 
for my mother. Of his own accord he gkyc a 
louis to (he man whom he had ordered t^call up- 
oahim, aad another to an old man in diflrefi, 
'iKrhoTe two children he alfo furfiiihed with proper 
ddthtng r in fine, be came to me again this morn- 
ing to tell me that he was inclined to give all he 
had left to a certain poor woman* I advifed him 
to give her twelve livte^, to aik a iimilar Cum of 
his brother^ aind we thus coile£ted for this poor 
woman two louisv Thefc' things afford me ex- 
trone pleafure ; they are the fruit of the fenti- 
ments we have taught them, and it is juft that M> 
Lebrun fhould be informed of this condud^ and 
.partake of my fatisfaSion/ 
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a6 Novemier 1787. 

X H£ Marchionefs has done me theiavour to renevr 
-Her aifiiKiiices that flie would be gbd to fise me as 
^ften as poffible, oti anjr of rhe days of the we^k 
wtthout exception, to dinner at -Belie Ch^e; af^ 
furifignie at theiame time that flitE (hontdnotthirik 
Jieffdf >negte£fced wheufeverl migfat be rffpofcd to 
dlite >ftrith any iX my a<:qimmtafice : ott thfs^head 
flieleft me at M\ liberty, fati^d that whether I 
^ame oftietier or (btdema: my attachtfi^t would be 
the fame ^ in this decifion (he has-ddne domore^ than 
jiiilice to )ny feiitimeitt^. %e farther addetf, that 
as^^^flie'faw company o^nStinday, (he Khould be glad 
i would come on that day^ as an unequivocal proof 
6f the harmony betweeifi us. She has direded -me 
ta wriPe to her hy the appellattioii of friend, bafcte*- 
fired thati would employ that epithet in fpeaking 
to herljcfore her pupils^ and has kirrdiy approvea 
of my making ufe before ftrangersof Aidi expref- 
lion&as itfay bcft convey the rtfpeQ I feel, andi the 
athwihment'with which I am penetrated. -1 acknow* 
ledg« this -condefeenfibn with gratitude, afifd hope 
fllc^'wifl have reafbn to ht fatisfied with my rc^ 
mrns ^. 

* I was very mncK fad^td at that m«raect, aid I^Brrote Up- 
on tke |oin:nai affiiraBdes di a friend^ip that I hoped wduM kft 
for cTcr. But I foon experienced a tepctitioo of the 'fame re- 
icrveaad captipufnefs. 

Vov^ n. ■ H Mmtay, 
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M>nJay^ ^ June lygS. 

I 
I 

^ote cj MaJdPne de Sillery. 

1 - . . 

** 1 HAVE juft been reading the Journal, 4nd I -fee 

* with extreme furprife a -very bitter complaint on 

* the part of M. Lebrun, dated .3 June. M. Lebrun 
' fays that fortwelvemonthspaft 1 have treated him 

* ill, i dp not like thei« vague accufations; they 

* remind me top much of the Abbfe Guyot. In what 
' dpi treat M. Lebrun HI? 1 dine here with no 

* one but. binirelf and the children : without treating 

* him ill I might dkieW^n^ with them, which Would 
^ be 'Agreeable to (he etiquette that has always been 

* obferv^d. Without treating him illl might invite 
' other perfons to this table; but! admit no one 

* clfc. Befide I behave at all times to M.X#cbnin 
V*with unifofm civility and kindnefs ; for a year I 

* have never fpoken to him but to fty obliging 

* things, and Siere has not been the (hadow ofany 
^. miiiinderllanding or afperity. Let us not revive 
' p^ft bickerings ; we live in peace, let as cdntinite 

^ thus* I have reafon.to praife, in every rcfpeS, 

* the efiimable condud of M. Lebrun, and his vi- 
^ gilant cares': it isa juflice.thatl am eagerand de- 

* lighted to render him upon all occafions. He dif- 
,* charges his duty towards the princes with as much 
*'pun&uaiity as -zeal and imd<tflanding; we have 

* had neither quarrels, nOrill humour, nor difputes. 

* What is he defirous of more? That we thould 

* live upon tertns of greater intimacy^ I will fraiik- 

* lytell hhn that our charaSers and modes of tbink*- 

* ing ftand in the way of this. Our refpeSive fitu- 

* ations 
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ations are another obflaclCy and I obrerve this lAti^- 
macy with no perfoq coiKerned in the education. 
1 have a real efteem and confiderable friendfliip 
for M. Lebrun, and I feel a (ihcere and lively ii^ 
tereft in whatever relates to him; but he is to.) 
little communicative, he has a certain referve and 
captiou(he{s too much in contrail with my cha* 
rafter for Intimacy ever to cxift between us. To 
endear arty one to me, iimplicity, extreme frank* 
nefs, and acute feniibility are indifpenfable. NT. 
Lebrun has all the virtues that I efteem and ad* 
mire : but he is deficient in certain qualities that 
can alone attraft me, place me at my eafe and in* 
fpire my confidence. When he (hau complain of 
me again in the' Journal, I beg that he will not 
make u(e of vague exprellions, but relate fa6b: 
Indefinite accufatibns are always infidious; when 
we accufe a perfon of a wrong we ought to adduce 
proofs. For my own part I do not accufe M. Le- 
brun: I have nothing but encomiums to beftow 
on his virtuous and immaculate conduft: one 
thing however I could defire of him, and that is^ 
that he wou!d recolleft the particulars of ray be- 
haviour and his fince the period that our acqiTaint- 
ance co>mnienced, and that he would be asjuft to- 
wards me as I am towards him *.* 



. Tuefday^ 10 jUie 1788. 
. Note 9J Madame, de Sillery. 

' I S^EAK aJI that T think and ail-that I feel to 
* thofe whom I love j between us therefore the party 

• To this M. Lcbfim wrot« in the Joiimstl a very ]»Ie»fi]i$ 
anfwer : hb renewed hU proteftations of i^radtude snd friend • 
fllip, va wluch I once more believed. 

H ft ecu!* 



N 
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'^xrould Beverb? eiqiiial: crrcnmfpedion^ prudmcC'^vA 
\dijfmulcUm9 \ conceive to Ue-crimes ip friendfhip; 
i i wiAi to be paid in the coiix I can giy^ partial* 

* Jarjy as there isfuflicientfirnpliciij and ItyjU ven- 
^ turc to'fiiy ^xccHencc in, my cfaarafter^ fef-a per- 

"^< fim to t^ll «>c all bis thoj^gbis witbput the riCfc of 
' * -incoYivt nienee. This -higeououfly 15' wh^t ••keeps 
^ me at a diffeace fmtp iVjou^,. aiid the''bbSa^ie'•ap'- 
'^*'< pears to >fne to be iufu;riiioi4ntabl,e, as U refults 
'^irom the nature of our rhajailgrs. Iq theoieao 
Vtime, what you have written his fenfibly touched 
f^and'CYen fofeened my facai^ 4o ^ffVfit'/that >vas 
'■«'thfi 'iiwrc f^dily .produced from the ftrfendlhrp 

* Avhich 1 have 'cver had, and ^v€f (hall h^ive for 
? you, in fpitpof thciiKOBgtuitjf of.iJur (lifpofitipns. 
f But rcan I oppi myh^ai^t;, this heart ib dljTpofed 
< to confidtRcfj ib fvll of fincerity, tothenoanwho 

' ^ never opens his n^re than baif^ aad who has a 
^thoafand petty cauiioBS and referves? I fpeak to 

* you as if you faw my .£bul unveiled : conuder this 
r* with yourufualperfpicactty, and you will poflibly 

* be atno Jofs to underftand the reafons which I af- 

* fign to you, without parad^ but with the pureft 

* and moftifiviolabie fificciity. Wlven you- write to 
'*^me in this Agreeable and charniidg manner, it 

* makes a lively injprelTion on me, and; I conceive 

* that the intimacy of wliich you feem fo defiroiis 
' * and which would be To pleafitig to me, is about to 
' * takepkce; but afterwards, when I cbferve, even in 
' * the minuteft ti^ifles, your coMnefs, circunifpedien, 

* &c.*my heart defpairs>— In fpite of ailthis, be af- 
'--^ furcd that the fmalleft proof of your fii^ndihip 

* vnllefvcr be eftcemerfand valued by me,'*rid that 
^ * I fliall at all times feel an aftivc ihtereft in* your 
•• welfkire and happinefs:— *Gocd night, *my friend; 
""^for if thedofdVintlmacy tahnot fubfift between 

'^4is, 



*"iis> my heiart wilF at leaft alirays pfice you. in ih^ 
•rank of its frfemfe whenever jtrti fliali IJiev^ me' ■ 
•* any nftrfes of fenfibility^ . . . . . . •. 

''Otir xiTUUial misfprtime p^oceccb from a falfccal-^^ 
*'Culation that you have made. Placed here as my , 
•'frittidi you- might, by an intimate union and a^- . 

* liancfe with me (I will fpeafc it without circumlo-' 
••ciitian^ fori hate ftl(e modfefff), have mei-iicd.. 
•^srad arcquired a fficnd worthy of you, and at^He- 
•"fame time confidferaWc hionour. But you have < 
' hecn defirouff of- keeping fait with every body ; ^ 

* you imagined that by giving me- an^ infight inta . 
*• the. dtaraifi^; by acquainting me with the n<^- 
*ligerices of the mafters and the faute of the do- .. 
HneflieSjj youtihouid ad:4he pan. of an^ informer.' 

* From your Journal one* woukf fiippofe that you . 
*^ad never i^nrn mafttr give -a If (ton negligexntly, .. 
''tie. for not an' infbuce of this kind ia recorded. 
'■Meanwhile I fire myfclf the very reycrl?, ancf ^ 
'•certainly there 25 more nefttaint wheii 1= ampreftn^ 

** tbi^n befbrc.you. There ane defirfts: in my. cha-\. 

* ra^er, I* arn sre qiirck and' rapid in-^aQion^aB a girft- 
' of fifteen. I am impatient, and /eafrfy excited .to-, 

* \yarmth of expreflton ; ,btrt: !■ gira not wanting ei« . 

* ther in. juftice,^ indulgence,. , or kindnefs;, friend-^ . 
*" fhip aiid mlldheis have the utmpft power over me;,; 

* I am incapable of hatred and revertofe, and a!way» . 
** di/ppftd* to- hefin^ reafim . In fine, it is certain = that 
•*in etlucating.thdb children I have but one emi irt-. 
*• view, that of doiiig' good-; that 1 am a&uatedls 

* neither by intereif^, nor caprice, nor contnatiety^. 

* that thf good of the education is the only motive 
^^at infia2finoa& me. You ought tp, have imbibed. 

«3. 'alt- 
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all my fentiment^, and adopted all .my plans, re* 
lative to our comrnon enterprizi?, to havea^^ed as 
if we had been one and the fame perfon, and had 
in this refpefi nothing to conceaT from each other. 
Is a father, who tells the mother of the family 
every thing that he feesainddifcoversin.the houfe, 
an informer? A common intereft, particularly 
when that intereft is of an elevated and facred 
order, admits of ho referve between the peribns 
concerned in it. Such fhoufd have been our con- 
duct, and how greatly would the education have 
gained by it I ....*, . .. . . . 

• • • • • • • •-• 9,« • •'• • 

What is done cannot be recalled ; kt us forget 
the paft. We have ftiJI four yeans to live together^ 
and thofe the moft important of the education. 
If thefe reflexions penetrate and work cbnvidion 
in yoUt a^ may- yet be repaired. Give me your 
frieudfliipt ypur unrefenred confidence, feel for • 
our enterprize the fame ardour as I do, abjure for 
ever all unworthy caution and circumfpedion, 
;tQd fee only the cnlldren and a friend whom you 
may attach to you by the tendercft of all ties *.' 



Tuefday, iB Nrvemher 178S. 

JL HE elder prince has no money ; he has remitted 
all that I had advanced him ta M^ Etienne ; I fuf- 
peS for whom, but this referve towards me I fee 
with pain. • - 

\* l!his produced no change in the fentimen'ts of M. Lebnin ; 
afid I was at ]ail-c(tt|vinced that hi? heart was 0116 of thofe which 
are fo inacceilihie to fricndihip, that do eonduA and no kind- 
Atfs can win them. 



^ the Princis ^s^ 



lf^€ •[ Madamt de Sillery. 

* 1 DO not undedland this paim The money is 

* applied to the relief of a perfon in diftrcft, of whom^ 
*^ M* LebrUn has no knowledge :. it is with grief 
^ and uneafinefs that he receives, an alms,, and as he- 

* knows M. Etienne and not Mv Lebmn,; he wontd' 
^ ht mortified if the latter wer^ admitted into his fe« 
^cret« It is ftrange that M^ Lebrun fliould defire- 
< to be let into a fecret of this fort. Formerly Abbe- 
^Guyothad acquaintance with a man who flood in- 

* need of relief ;^ he requefted me to permit the 

* princes to fuccour him, and I confei|ted ; he wa^» 
<^ wiiling^to have told me the name of his unfortunate 
'friend, but I fbopped him; the diftrefled perfon 
^ bad cpofijd^ hii^ nece{Sties to him. and nor to me/' 



« 

Note ef Madamt d€ Sillery. 

* 1 CANNOT giiefs why M. Lebiun eicpreflis 

* himfelf thus: My tafk zveuld be too fevere, if the 



* Countefijbould take for granted, in d/fputes between 
' the Duke de Charttes and me, that I am in the 

* wrong, I venmre to affiim that this is infinitely 

* unjuft, as the Journal indeed proves. I have frc- 

* qucntly remonftrated with M. Lebrun in the Jour- 

* nal, refpefiting things which I have not approved 
'«in him ; but there is no indance to be found of my 

H 4 « cvet 
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ever having hefitated to condfimn the princes, the 
moment M. Lcbrun complained of them ; and I 
have continualty punilbed th^m^ and'that in the 
fevcreft manner, on fuch occ-afions. I am forry 
that M. Lebrun fhoutd appear to be tired of what 
' hof cafis hii^ iajk ; and in my opinion the ftmimenf 
he ought to enrertain towards thcfe amiable chil« 
dren miight have didated tb him, in xhtvomm^ of 
rhis' trord| a morejuft-and becomng^ expi«fkai. 
I fiattor myfeif tj^at a Iktle rafl«aion wili diftfue 
this •momentary iK-hiimoim I» t^ afiikie o£ jef- 
'terday M.Letoin fays, that the Duke de Chajrtivf 
has^aJiabitof anfwerifig htm: in an impfopcnr man- 
ner;- and of frequently refiAing^ h}» onters. * He 
^ will-permit me to attdimte^this reproach to a fbd-' 
Atti mipuifc of anger^ finoe, had it been tr«e, thcfe 
imffopri^ties^ would havr h^ei! ftefed iti tbe Jbm:- 
rtal ; and we need only- look into it'to beooavirtced,* 
t4iati for ft?vcrt or e^ght rfiontfa^ paft^ no eofn- 
plaint of this kind has been made, except againft 
the Duke de Montpenfier. Though I condemn 
the Duke de Chartres for having read feven mi- 
mitfes' longer than M. Lebrun wifhed, yet I con- 
ceive it to be a fault which we ought to pardon in 
confideration of his-hahittial goodnefs and docility ; 
and I dare anfwerforhim that' it will hot' hapjjcn 
again.* 



Note of Madame, de SiJIefy. 

* I REPRIMANI5ED the Duke die Chartres yef- 

* terday evening upon the fubjeft of tlie complaint 

« • M, Lebrun 



* M, Lehriia had) maaje ag^oft. him*.. He acknow- 

* Mgedy with hU* ufuai irankne&> that he siSiei 

* isnprD{>ti;^Jy ia continuiag to. resul a few nwutes 
' loBger than* was agr^rabl^ loM. Lehrun^ tliuhid 
' faidy at.the r%n3e.tiuac,...tha^ M. Lebruiiiwas m(* 

* taten^in fuppoftng it to be yi^^ff. or ugM minuti^^ 
^ and'that u.wtas hqi, more than tour ; \h^ he>cea(i| 

* (landing be&u & ihe fire, oppoTuQ to the clock ;. xhn 
^ M. Ljebrun wns in be(fy. was> unable to fee the 

* clock^.^and. could therefore^ only gue£> at tliis fliM>rt 
' rpace of time; but that the e^ia^ trutb 'Waa fi>uf 
•^minutes*^; He added, that as to the rept'oach of 
' M. L^brun, that hefrcquently anfw^ed him in an 

* impropeis manner and refufed/^ doimmediatel/ 

* what he wa? defired, the very reverfe was proved 

* by the Journal itfelf; which is true.- . Irffhort, he 

* afTured me that bis aiifweii^ bad been free from pet- 

* ti(hnefsor warmth; and he vequeQed me to fend 

* for M. Lebrun,. that he migh^ fay theiethitigs t^ 

* his face. I replied th^t -there was. no neoeflity.of 

* putting M. Lebrun to inconyonicnce, for fuch tri» 

* fles. He promifed rac tharhe would redouble bis 
' efforts to.fatisfy M. Lebrun, and I afful-ed him.lHat 

* I fhould othcrwife not b^ fatj^fied inyfclfv* 



mi. 



■ * 

T. • . , , . . *^ ' 

H E; priflc«8. let on at ehven o'&iock^ and we 

overtook them near the Hdtel d^ Mequs^ M, IV^ 

ris and Bibzat endeavoure J to procure places for them 

*- He Iiad employed thofe few fpare- momentt in resdnig' tile 
JoomaU which g&ve an account ol* the proceedudj^t of th^ H^ 
xiQuA AtfjemWy, , , . . 

H 5 in 
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in the gallery, not' being able to fucceed in the tri- 
Inine of the Suppieans. The fitting was tumultuous, 
and we left the afletnbly before half after two in con- 
ife<)uence of an ordier ftom the Duke d'Orleans, who 
fent a meflenger to leU us to depart immediately, 
and to go by way of Saint Cloud, on a^count^of 
an immenie multitude who were about to (et off 
from Paris for Verfeilles. -We arrived at Pafly at 
a quarter after three. The princes went up ftairs to 
their friend, who appeared to have waited dinher for 
them, as it was ferved up inftantly*. 



.w, 



Note cf Madame de Sillery, 

H EiN the marriage of Mademoifelle was 

• agreed upon-f-, I was informed that it was the re- 

• queft of the Count d' Artois, that no perfons of the 

• malefex fliould any longer be admitted to her ta- 
^ bfe, a cuftom that had always been obferved re- 

• fpeding every princefs immediately after her pre- 
< fentation. I mentioned it to M. Lfebrun, who was 
^ excluded by this regulation, as well as my (bns in 
' law and every one elfe . As foon as this marriage 
^ contra^ was diflblved, 1 reformed this etiquette, 

--■ "• which took from me every opportunity of feeing 
^ M. liebrun in winter. He replied very coldly to 

• mt ^pcm this head in the ftimmer, and was loath 
^to dtiie at Belle Chafle notwithftanding my re- 

> . - ' 

•^"*i ^ve infert^d tbis artkk becauTe it was aflerted in the 
■fllULUiiMuifl dqpofitioas 4»f the-Chatelet againft M. d*Orlea&Sy 
•Wil I diit day conduced the childceo to the affeiiiibly, &c 

t WHIi M. d'Asgovleae, cldcft Um of M. d*ArtoU.- 

* peatcd 
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* pe&ted invitations. In the country I reqoefted him 
' ta join as in various parties, which he refufed, as 
^ well to accompany us to Ranelagh^astodine with 

* us at Madrid, &c. Andfioce my return here he has 
^ not once thought proper to come to<linner. It is 
*-not then- my fault if he is t^orant at the time of # 

* ihoufand things that happen in my intercourfe with 

* my pupils, fince we pafs nine hours every day to- 

* gether without feeing him or . knowing where he 



iS« 
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Friday ^3.^ JamaryA 79#- 
Note , of Madame de SlUery^ 

**M. LEBRUH has obferv,ed in the Journal of 

* to-day,, that the Duke d*Orleans elccepts from^he 
**impoht!on of the fourth penny t}\ the falaries that 

* relate to the education. lie ought to have added 
'that .fourteen days before he had given poAtive or- 
ders to exadit; that his orders in this refpe£t had 
'been fignified by M. GaHy to the perfons con* 

cemed; and that I, Jn confequence, wrote to the 
Duke d'Orleans,.rcmonftrating againil this regu- 
Jationj and entreating him- to revoke it ; finally^ 
that through the medium of M. de la Wadine, he 
'had confented to my requeft^ having already fo 
'far complied 'as -not to Aifpend the regular, pay* 
ments.* 



2Z June 1790. 
Nete of Madame de SilUry. 

• juLS by knowing how to fwim a pcr/bhmay favc 
f his own M% and the Ufe of anotber^^tbere is no txr 

'erc'ife 
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* ercife of mere importance. 1 im therefore iwery 

* defifotii ttet^ the childrenftertild go lofWim two or 

* three times ar week, which may eafily be cbntwed 

* without incroachifig upon- their hoots of ftudy. I 

* ffliall hire two apartments at Herbiay, where, af- 
"* ter taking' an early fupper, they fhaU go and ileep 

* on the nights preceding their days of bathing^. 

* Theft evening extuifions may fervein Ilcu of one 

* of their airings, and as they wtil have the next day 
^ only to retHrn, inflead of going and returning, riiey 

* may be here in good time. I requeft they may be 

* taught ^^ to fave the life of a perfon in danger^ that 

* U to fay[, let fome one, who has learned to fwim, 

* throw hioifelf intOithe water, ^s if he were igno- 

* rant of this art, and let the princes be taught what 
' mvafurjes to take, in order to bring him fiife on 
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ifatu ofMadamts 4e Sslkty.. 

« ITIAVING he eq in the country ftw fome days 
♦ pail, 1 bavf badnta ppportuniry of writing in the 
^ jpcMimiJ : L npw r«p|y tq M« Ld)nu4i, He. did not 
' infoxnx M. d'Orleans of the comemsaf the letter 
f which f requeued M. Lebrun to fign-^: wiien I 

* (hewed 

^ .XMsthey Inrve httk taught, and their fkiU in it is perfed, 

f The objed Qf tjlzs letter wai to refute cextain calumnies, 
Tcijpe&ing M* &» Charttvs and me, infkrted in the proceedings 
«f the Chatelet againft M. d^Orleans. M. Digoine* one pf the 
Willi^^h«4^fi^d ^^^ I wa» f reifot w'Hh M* 4^ Qhffrtres and 
M. de Montp^fitx at the fining* of 5 Q^gber, "which w{m n^t 
«ve ; k way Vi, t^mxn who accompaiticd' tktm \ Itbaidt a 

Pafiy. 
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* fhewed M. d'Orieans rim fm«r, the procc«ding 
^ appeared to hfm, a» it resiIFf is» wholtjr hic»«pre- 

* henfiblt. I only requefled IVf. Lebrtm to bear wit- 

* ne(s to the cjjtdt truth, to exculpate- me from an 

* odidUB^ foflMcion^ at^d to Gontradid a fcyrmat and ih- 
^ juFioH» imputation, that the houfe in which I pre- 

* ildeU was a place of rendezvous for dieputies of the 

* aflembly, &q. l alfo requefted him to contrardii^ 
^ a- ihocking expreffion falfdj attributed* to M. de 
^ Ghartres, which M. Lebrun alone could do, 'as he 

* was with him, and I was not*. To this M. Le- 

Paify. In the fsime depoiition it was affirmed in io many words, 
that I had faid at this fitting a very inconfiderate thing ; and an 
lAfurd expreiSoQ waa attributed ta M. de Chtrtnss^ sddi^ed, 
at was ffiud,, to M. de Baibantaoe, who wa« fuppofed to be by 
his fide ; whereas they were at a confidetabk djflance froin 
each other, and not a word pafled' between them. It was aUb 
by other wiineflM pretended that t|iey had been iaformed fbr 
certain^ tJvii 1 held' meetings of d^puti^s at Pikfly ; though the 
truth w«^s, s^id though fereral fervants of M. de Beulainvillors 
who remained in the houfe (the porter, his. wife, and others, 
depofod, that during all>the time that Iwav at Pafl^ I did' not 
fee a fif^fl^ drfiuiiy, except the Duln dfOrlcans, M* de Sillery, 
who came th^re only three on four, times, and M* de la Xouche, 
chantellor to M. d^Orleans, who came only cmce. At Paffy ip- 
deed, as in erery pthec country retreat, in whidiiwe paflejthe 
.ftunmer, I nsoeintsd no viSiU bur from my own vcUftioBsf ahd 
this year, wtt)|oiit ^«eptioii,. I iiivr nojiypdy ]mt.tfae perfyii 
above named, Madame d*Orleans, my daughter, her huiband, 
my brother,, and tl^ different mafters employed in the educa- 
tion. Such were the Aids whidi I'entreated Ml I^hrun to cer- 
tify, becauft he knew better than any other perfon the ezaA 
iruth. I (bnt him.a letter ready written in order that he mi^ 
npi his name to it^ and get it injtertjcd without d^hy in the 
•evipapprs. This letter contained' no refle&ion fjivonrable fo 
ujQAf* but flifiply, a detail qf fa^r. 

* M. de Barbantane, without any kind pf entreaty, has ^uife 
rendered this homage to truth. The expreflion attributed to 
JMf. de Charfres was as follows : that beJhouU mot heforry if all 
the ariJiocraU were hanged. It is known that, while in garrifon 
s^t Vendome, he faved, at the |>eril of his own life, that of two 
pridb, ariAocratt, whom the peopk were ddlrouf of hanging. 

• brun 
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^ bran WAS not afhmed to anfwer, thai he could mt 

* tkink.of appearing in. prints and^ tka$ his repugnance 
^ to this was Jlronger than his dejire to oblige me, 
' Such was th€ only reafon he srfligned for refuiihg 
*■ to bear teftimony to the tiuth^ when he might 

> have exculpated me from a very heinous andfalfe 

* * accufation I He condefcended to add^ that if he 
^ were fumfnoned before a court of juftice, he would 

' ^ not hefitate to- give the; evidence I demanded* 
*• What aftonifliing gcnerofity I Befide I might com- 
' pelhind'tQ t^iis, as I hav^e the Journal in my pof- 

* feffion,, where the faS is recorded in his own hand- 

* writing. He concluded with- faying, .that 1 might 

* write this letter myfelf. I doubted the poilibility 

* of this ; but it was much more natural and fitting 
*^tbat M. Lebrun' fhould have written it, nor was 
^ thtfie any. other way of refuting the calumny rch- 

* rivetoM. deChartres, which ought to ha W induced 

* •^ M. Lebrun to propofe this of his own accord, with- 

* out any application from me. I can readily con* 
^ ceive that M. Ldirun might feel an cfoerfion to ap- 
^-pearing as an author in print ^ but literature was 

* not the queflbi)^ he h^dfimpfy to relig^te a pofitive 

* hSt^ and the objed of A// axferjion was an ad of 

* *< probity, that of doing homage to truth ♦.' 

* 1 ihotxl^ noit have made public M. JLebrun*s copdtid on 
this occaiion, if my pupils Had been i^orant of it. J^ut tfaej 
advifed me themfelves to prevail on M. . Lebrun to- contradift 
thefe imputations, which might have been done with more pro- 
* priety and cffeA by him than by me ; and the letter whidr I 
' wrote for M Lebrun to fign» was delivered to htm. by M. de 
Montpcnfier, who was therefore firil ac^uamtcd wi^ hii dired 
«od poiitive rcfufaL. 



MmJaj, 
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. ' M^ndajy 25 April I79Y» 

ZJlBOUT ten o'clock in the eTenine I found Mef- 
(leurs de Montpenfier and de Beaujollois at the gate 
of the convent ; they were come qown and waiting 
for the carriage, having Aaid no ^tiger than was 
neceflary in order to bring away with them M. 
Mirys, whom I had fet down there. During the 
way home there was not a word uttered ; our two 
pupils appeared full of grief, a feeling naturally to 
be expeSed, and in which we fympathifed with 
them*. • 



I 



Tuefday^ %S April 179*. 



WENT away with thefe gentlemen with an in- 
tention to return at five. Meffieurs de Moatpen-^ 
fier and de Beaujollois will be glad to fpend that tini^ 
with their fifter, who will not be iaformed till her 
return, about eleven, of the lofs {he has fuftained, 
at which time M. d'Orleans will place her in the 
hands of Madame Topin. 1 went to Belle Chafle 
at five, having met the footman upon my road, 
whom our pupils had fent to d<^fire me not to come 
for theni as ufual, becaufe they could not quit their 
iifter, reipeding whofefituation they were very appre- 
henfive, till after fupper. I was charmed with this 
teftimony of fraternal affedion, though it was-no 
more than what I czpefied. 

At three quarters after nine our pupils were rea- 
dy for me, and we returned togetiier, they three, 

. * I Ind glveQ in my tdSgnaltMli in confeqnence of the de- 
auuid of M. d*Orieant» and I departed the ncil moraing. 
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M. dc Brulart and myfelf. The fituation of Made- 
moifelle d'Orleans is painful, and the revolution of 
health-fl^e has undergoM will demand particular at- 
tention : M. Couad * pafles the night, with her. 
The converftiion tucned' entirety upon the darm 
conceived upt>Ti Htr stcconnt, andip* w-hich, no dqirbr, 
kfadanne de BViilarr f deeply fympathrfVs. M. 
d*Orlieans p^flSr part of tire day* with her and fH$ 
other* children. M- dc Chartres, after having fet 
U5 down at the Palais Royal, from whence" M. de 
Brulart wrote a lejtter,. went: with that gentleman tfi 
the houfe of M. de Valence. '1 hr princes. confeffed 
themfelvcs and performed their devotions, previ- 
oufly to which' I had'feen tears in the eyes of IVf. 
de Montpenfier ; they afterwards flowed with an- 
guifh and in great abundance, having been retrained 
during the day frem confideration for his iifter. I 
confidered this burft of paffion as a faltitary crifit» 
and'thereffcre, far from fteking to interrupt it, f^oke 
to him onfy of the lois they had ftiftarned, and the 
jufl regret' they conceived; Their toifette and go- 
ing to bed were at eleven. Mv de Ghartres did not 
come in till about, one^ and went tabed about a 
quarter of an hour after, giving previous orders for 
hir Tdfet to comb to hhn at half after five. 



•••wp*"^ 



" Monday^ % M<^ 179IW 

Ml. iy<5RLl ANS fcnt for me for the purpoffe of 
tdKng me, that he had inforined his children that it 
was his wifb that they fliould refume tKeir Qrdinarj 
a:vocations, as he thought it abfoliitely necef&ry for 

* A ilcilful fucgeon and very excellent phyfidan. 



bis fifter to remove a^'inuch as poffiUe e^ery circTOtn- 
/lance ihat vtMtit feed her grid; or pmkng her fre- 
qnent indifpoiitions, whkh cohM only be remodted 
by diiliji^ting her mind. •......« 

About nine we fet out Ibr Belle Chaffe^ where vb^ 
were prefefit at an alarming attack of Mademof- 
tt\\t, who hada very bnd day, MeiSeursde €hai^ 
tre9 and de Beaujoiiois fupped there, and I remmetl 
to^the Palais Royal at ten; witk^tke latter. His t^wo 
brothers did not come home till a quarter aftef eieu 
^en, and vrei^ deeply affeAed with the fitUatioti of 
Aeir fifter. 



-•-- .^ 



V>/N my arrival at Belle Ghafle about nine o*cloclr^ 
I found MademoifelTe juff recovering from an at- 
tack^ aft«r whkh the came down into the garden. 

Mademoifelle hav had 

feur retueai of her iadUfofitioAJn the^cotufiyotthe 
ivj 



WednefJay^ 4 May IJ^U 

jVlAbEMOISELLE has. hadiftur retomr of ^ hex 
indifpofuion in the coorie ^ the day. • . • » 



•* •• 



jfxBOUT twelve o'clock our pupils were anptejf^ 
ed in writing;, M, de Mbntpenfier a letter to tHei^r 

friend. 
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friend, M. de Be^njollois an anfwcr to ^adkmc^ 
who with reafon coroplaiosthat ihe was not firft in- 
forniedby him of having nnade his fiift communion. 
If I. had read his. preceding letters, I fhould h»ve 
'been to blame in this ; but I never read what he 
writes tcv his .papa and mama, unleTs he (hews it ot 
his own accord. I Their minds have been (b full for 
fen days pad* of their fifler, and the ftate of her 
hcakh, that thia afi>pf refpe^ and duty efcaped hia. 
tiKmory*. 

. At five o'clock, when I arrived at Belle Chafle^ 
I witnefled a new attack of Mademoifelle. ... •. 
At a quarter before nine we fet oflF for Belle 
Chafie, and took with us Meffieurs Aylon and 
Couad, as yefterday* We were informed that 
Mademoifelle had had many attajcks.b the coucfe of 
the day. 



M, 



Sunday^ 8 May 1791.. 



.ADEMOISELLE had a new attack this^ 
morning at church : during the reft of the d^ fho 
has been better 



MonJify^ i^May I79I> 

•Mademoiselle continues better ; t|je hope 
of feeing her friend has coifti^ibuted to her ahiend*^ 
inent'f*. 

Thirfday^ 

^ It would' not bowcv«r have efcaped mine bad I been witb 
him, though I never read the letters they received frqm AC and 
Madame d'Orleaos. 

t ComrihuUdU notth^ proper ezpreffion as.M. JLebmn well 
Ipncw that lyiy departure was the folc caufe of her huhcntable fi. 

tuation« 
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ThurJdiCff IZ May 1791. 

U PON our arrival at 'Belle Chaflfe wc fbui^ the 
whole houfe in joy at the news of Madame de 
Brulart's return'^ who was expeded in an hoot or 
two* I immediately penetrated the motive of the 
fudden departure of Meffieurs de Chartres and 
de Montpenfter, i^nd where they wei'e gone f • * 

Madame de Brulart arrived at elev^m o'clock^ 
without being announced ; ihe quitted her carriage 
at the end of the ftreet. Mademoifelle flew inta 
h^r. arms and experienced another return of her dtf- 
order^ which will afluredly be the laft. Her ecftacv 
was^the caufe of it ; we were not much alarmed^ 
and it was of ihorter duratt(m than the {>receding 
ones. * Madame de Brulart was deeply affedei^ 
{he wept, and the demonftrations of attachment 
ai»i fatisfa&ipn vifible in the perfons who furroand* 
cd her were not loft upoif her heart t* 

tuatioa. This fituation grew fo alai^niDe* tl^at on the thirteenth 
day.M. d* Orleans refolved to give her hopes of my return, and 
frmn that moment the returns of her indifpofition dimi&Hhed. . 
' f They had iet out t« meet me, the tnftant they were ia« 
formed hy a courier that I was on the joad, without confulting 
any perfon, or taking time to inform M. Lebrun. 

\ This return of her indifpofition, of which M. Liebnm 
fpesiks, unfortunately was not the laft. .Sh^ had AifFered fa 
mneh that her nervei were for a long time affe Aed, and at the 
moment of my writing this [15 July] her health is far from be- 
ing perfedly re-eftabhihed, ' 

JW of tU Fragmentf from ^t Jwrnal of Mt Lehriin, 
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Refie^hM otLtht Journals. ^ 

Jr ROM'thp, ftffcgoirtg Journab. ^^hatvl have ai*- 
tempted to prov€ is,^ 1 truft, apparent., t. Th^ my 
chief care ha^ been to filt the mrnds- af my pupib 
with excclfcnt'principfes, and my fiWeobj^d fo rcn- 
<fer theitr rirtoottsi. 2. That I-hafve never. emptejped 
the authority confidjed to mt but^ftr thr goenl' of thfe 
adueation; and 'that I hare froi»/iiw heart teen dc- 
fimis of oBjaintng tfte-ftiondftlfp or my coadjutors ; 
tfmr Fhavc for their fake* aiJoJifiled every rtiqueittr- 
Hi^y to dttnhriA the* agreeabknefi^ of» their #toav 
&mr; have rendered them. alf the ferTiceswWoh dcj- 

Ended on 'myfelP;.. have • anxioullywilhcd tfii^ 
rtfj^eftedandloviedby-otirpuptH, ^^hcwn I«have^, 
feverejy puniftred for every faiRrre' of <^dienee; 
have excufed^nd forgotten a thplifthd inftknces of 
mjtiflSce of whidt I* was thebbjeft; pardoning with* . 
cait reluQance, j^eateufy, hatred, and even ingrati- 
tude; always fmcere, and.of confequence always 
fr^ttioiii, unablfi. to- doubt the ttuth of apromife 
and'pnsteilatMnrof attadimaitt^ andineAortng ail'my 
confidence, and* aH my fi i^tidfliip npon ev^y ac- 
Commpdation*. 3.. That the contradiQFons, the 
Udtar^ngs^. the eteraal' quaurek and reoonciliatiofis 
tfcat' took place, have ooeuppied' ar conAdcrabk. por*- 
tion of iintie,and prevented 'me from executm^ ma- 
ny plans which I had formed relative, to my pupils : 
in fine, that the domeftic troubles, the envy of 
which r was th« obje€^, the 6hii{p:iii that ^aa felt 
at being under the diredions of a w^oman, and par- 
ticularly the rooted and invincible enmity of the Ab- 
b6 Guyot, bave proved greatly injunctis to the edu- 

catior. 



,^-— 
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taitictt. '^Jy^pupHs, lb dear to me, -have not coitie 
from'my tiihdi as perfeft-as tbey tnight liave^beesy 
lad mycejffiorts been better (eeonded ; 'their know^ 
kHg>e and talent6 iH^oiild ceFtaifiiy^in Hist cafe-havfe 
been |;reatier : but, if.Biy vtehity bte nioftified^titll 
^fflt£ted^ my hotrt' derives t»niwft(fi»6ihlhe^^ 
^^rtttnin'ti^t; no edactation^eoiiM h&fe ihfpifed theiti 
' ivfttr better- principle?, Urith- jtiftcridcai, -ivith-mofe 
%Ie^^ed and fertfiWe foufe. -One 4iis i^itted-nYc^t 
^ftv^wen, 'andtliedt}fcr>atffrRtech"year^^ biit,jnol- 
witMandlng their extreme yoMth«ttd inexpcfieinee, 
lamfbte that i^ch* condai^ ^iti'ite alvriys ^teft 
-and frure, -ftftd i 'feel* the delightfiil certainty ©T-h^v- 
^4flg^ gwen tw<i'*v#tisbiis*dtfe€ns to my cotimry* Thte 
^rev^ution has 'dene more-for them than my cares. 
TThegrand ittter^ils which have eccuptod ^us fmoc 
that naentorable period, by fixing alHhchr attentioif, 
' have fiiddeniy -ifaH^d Ihem aboveji itateof infimcy, 
"and the frivolpys thoughts jof youth; /at fight of 
their -^ compatriots fhaking off Un ignominiotis 
^yoke, and afibming the dignity of' man unfettered 
and free, thieir infant heart shave felt 'the infpira- 
•tion of lhat legitimatfe pride, ihe bc9 prefervaiiyc 
-^ig^mft -petty pretertfions and' puerite vaAity ; inpdb- 
:lic events they^have' found the' mdftftriktng- and the 
Moft ufefiil leflbns; ournew'kws ha^ecompfefefy 
' fandiiied in their eyes i\\ the principles oPftioraKty ; 
;in fhort, patriotifm, thefublimeft of all^fenfimehtSj 
•'has Ijefen thefirftand only paffion tfcat has hitherto 
'fired their mirids:; and the firft oath wWA tb^rh'ps 
have uttered has* been to fbpport the cohftittiti«n, to 
-obey theUws, arfdto lo^eand defend theif^ounti^^ 
4n thfe age of candour and innocencf, when all 
flrong impreiTions leave indelibte traces, they have 
leen the grandeft of all fpcftacles, they have be*n 
-pen^tra^d with ihe purcft and nobl^fenlimenta 

«th« 
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'*>^/;/f» and have ac 
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J^ realbn and 

Refie3hns o^^/^'der of things, twenty 

./ A thenh 1 might have 

«^,^ t; t^ • ^' ^f July '789; My chU- 
I«)Mtheforeg€»^^3^ A ^lumeVn* before 

tmiVXt&xo^Qf^»-^^ books ;. it will know how to 
chief care ha^be^gj^^jj^g^ y^^^j, ^y^^^ and your 

^^^^^V^^^iit^ liCcn to It, and, to judge of it 
der thertr ^p^o mind the principles you have re- 
11^ ^"["^^ confult thofe guides which will nearer 
•^^*^'^^<?a, religion, humanity, reafon, and con* 
""^'y^^f cannot conclude this article without dif- 

i!r ^S ^ *'"'y which juilice demands of me. I 

" /^complained of M. Lebrun, and, defirous as 
^^s of giving an exaft and faithful account of my 
^u6t, u was impbffible to avoid it : he has failed 
/d gratitude and juftice towards me ; from the mo- 
ment of my appointii^ him to an office in the edu- 
cation, he facrificed me to a man of a contemptible 
charader, who .hated me; he began with liften- 

Jng to his comf»laints, and prefently Ive caught his 
unjuil pretentions, his peevifhnefsand his animodty : 

. but this was the effe& of weaknefs and not of depra- 
vity. Wholly devc^ed to my duties and occupations, 
continually (nut up with my pupijs, or alone in my 
apartment, I could not give to the perfons aflbciated 
with me fufficient time to form between us a true 
intimacy: they paflfed their lives together 4 and 
M. Lfebrun, certain that I was incapable of an ad 
of injuAice, preferred the fi iendfliip of the precep- 
tor to mine, becaufe it was more neceflary to his 
amufement, and the agreeable pafling of his time, 
particularly in the folitude in which we lived in our 
retreat for fe ven months of the year. I do confeis that 
i frequently allowed myfelf during our difcuflions 

in 
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^e of irony^ which was the more calculated 

% becaufe it was addrcflfed to people of par* 

*rability ; but then "it muft be remen»- 

^Iways wrote from^the feelings of the 

'^ \ that fuch are ^he habits of mj 

.tcule is at leaft excufabie, when the to- 

^on which it ts employed is oUurdity ea- 

^ced and defended by Hnftncerity. I acknowledge 

isilfo that in every fhing rdative to the education, 

1 reqnire an elcadnefs, a ^unduality, a fubordi- 

naribn, at which friemdOitp might perhaps have 

'taken offence, bi the mean time this rigour is io* 

difpenfably necefiary^ and I do ndt therefore believe 

that a tme ihtimsicy can poflfibly.flibfiftbetweena 

gdverndr, vigilant and icfupuloufly devoted to his 

•duty, and the other preceptor&T As i have fard 

clfcwhcrc *'. * Nothing can be lefi amiable than 

"^ the man vrhofe authoFity, inceflantly in adion, 

* is fek every inftknt of theilay ; who is occupied 
^ with ibne fole idea, one ifingie objed,* who never 

* f^aks but to 'gfve a new order; never afks a 
'^qdeftion but to khow whether his diredions have 

* been literally executed : never makes his appear- 
*'ance but tofuperintcnd,. and who devotes his few 
^ leafure tiioments to retirement and (ludy. The 

* moft inviolable obfervance of all the -forms of 
^ poKteilefs cannot emb^llilh a perfon of this caft.' 
Yet fuch ought every one to be who is at the head 
of a pUn of education, if however M. Lebrim 
has not feconded me with the ardour of true zea^ 
at leaft his punSuality has, in general, been per* 
fed, and our pupils have conftantly received irom 
him an example of regularity, decency and virtue. 
Thus, all things confidered, he has an eternal 
^laim to theif gratitude and attachment. I ought 

* jD^coWfe OR the Education of l^e Dauphin. 
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jsifa.t& add, :rhst, m die £»tblul&ie841bipof tlic 

- veA of^he^eceptofs, flfid (^ maftftrs intgenorjil, 

'Ihave ibiiitcl J3 veny ^^faiable c«u«ipetirdt4on-for the 

4)k:k£rnigs And contmdiditonA I haive eacperieaced. 

^ . Before i fiaifli nsty acf^octnt of the Jouraabof 

^Education^ I ;faave to fpeak of t\ico other perfcurm- 

-•floes of this kbd^. mmk by different perfbns^ in 

'^hich«UbfI wrote vmoMS netes jtM remarks. I 

eiuwrej^eaify'obfervqditbat'ths oduoatioiitof M.de 

Boaujdlloia ^asdiftiod firom that of his brothers : 

ithecf^ropeottdTifof aigeiilot.periafiittiaie bimto fol* 

4uw flie fame iibidie9> he was ^at fim con6ded to 

5diecaredf afidtniiae Abbi, wholccpt-in that,ian- 

sgtiage a Journal ef the! nijifii^r in u<hich heem- 

plovedrhisitoo^ings^ihiit tbi^ Jourofd w^^-writt^n 

'wttooTft theleafl: {oane or ^cc^iracy;, :^d coofeaias 

"orily fame in^idar .&j)gmetit«. Sin<^ the retreat 

/^the Italian Afate, it h«s been qoDUBued by a 

/▼alet de dunnbre, a man of nnexit, Avbohas^ ac^ 

"quitted hiaifelf in a;peffe&ly fatisfa^ocy mauner 

..for tbefpace of fi^e^years^ and til|ithe period thai 

I nvasrobfigedto roneunce'tbe pleafure of dire^^ng 

-^tfaeeckicationol' M. tiq ^BeaujollQis, >about three 

inontfas ago;' Of this Journal 1 have .many vo- 

^lumes. The laft of which it is neeeflary for me lo 

fpeak, was m»deat Belle Chafle by^Mademoifeile 

llime, femntedechaimhre of Ma(kmoifelie d'Or* 

leans. This Journal contain*, i. The moft cir- 

'cximibntial detailof all that Mademoifelle d'Or^- 

leans faid and did bjeforej roie in the mornipg) 

-and during fiich hoiii% of the day as (he did not 

fpend with me, 2. The opinions of the different 

mafters refpediog all the leflbns given at Be He 

Chaffe, not excepting even thofe at which I was 

prefent. Every (ky, atthe conclufionofeachkr^ 

foB that was given, either to Mademoifclle or her 

brothel's. 
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brothers, the matter wrote in this book his opi- 
nion, with the reafbns on which it was founded, 
of the manner in which it had been received by 
the pupils, and figned the article, with his name. 
As 1 am anxious to prove that I did not refume 
the care'' of Mademoifelle d'Orleans, butbecaufe 
her health was in the moil alamiing (late, I (hail 
copy fome paflages fiora this Journal, which is 
written with equal accuracy and fimpliciry. It 
was agreed, after my retreat, that the plan of edu- 
cation I had laid down (hould flili be purfued: 
Mademoifelle Rime therefore continued the Jouf- 
nah My extracts will be taken folely from. that 
part of the work, written from the evening pre- 
ceding the day of my departure to that of my 
return. 



FftAGMENTS FROm THE JoURNAt OF , 

Mademoiselle Rime. 

* 

x\T half paft nine in the evening Mademoifelle 
went to Madame- deBrulart's apartment, and re- 
turned in an hour. A moment after a fervant 
came to me for orange-flower water for Madame 
de Brulart, at which Mademoifelle was very un- 
eafy, fuppofing her frierid * to be unwell. I did 
every thing in my power to tranquilliz»e her, af- 
furing her that her frieod frequently took orange- 
flower water at that hour, without being indif- 
pofcd. Mademoifelle laid her prayers and went 
to bed, having previoufly begged me to let her 

* The name by which I am called by Mademoifelle d*Or- 

Vol. IL I knew 
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^yo ymrnal 'of Edttcatim 

know wTien ter friend fhoiiJd be alcJj^e. Shb Vas 

ihortly afiVr feized vvith <6nVulfi6fis ? I |'avc her 

'fbme birange-^ower water, rio'twithftiiildFrig ivhlch 

The>faihted 1*;; I then made her 'inhale feme fotir- 

tTireves-vihegar, which bi"ougKt . her 't6 li^rfelf. 

laflced lie'r 'the caTife of her tineafiilefs, fo ^hich 

flie only repfied, that (he vi^ifheci U ^6f6 4(?^i); 

fcut (he did Vibt (ke^ tin Madkhle it BruKrt ckWc 

to fpea'k to and embrace her, TKis vl(7t jSferfe^ly 

>e-eftab!inted th'e.tran€juiili^/df 'J^er ftiirid, ^ftd 

^er fleq) Was urididurbed for (he reft df tMe mght> 
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-. . . MADEMOISELLEwent to the baths 
at eight o'clock . . • v. . . . . then 
with the young ladies to the Tuileries • . , 
. . . and afterwards 'tb ndfaRe'fBmfe 'j^rtcHafes 
at the fliops. Mailcmolfeile de S *» propofed 
that they, fhould retinrn to the Tuileries, and to in- 
duce M^derhoifeire to <:omply, gave her falfe in- 
fofmation relative to the hdu^ as fhc enquired 
whether it was near thetime when her friend bad 
defired her to return home . . . . They 
arrived at Belle Chafle at half paft eleven. Ma*- 
demoi(elle was in high fpiiits, and eager to onrry 
'to her friend the purchafes (lie ^ad rifiadc for her, 
:>hen M, d'Oile^ns inet her, an.d, hirvibg 1e<l her 
in^o the hall, ' informed hef at full of the melan- 
choly intelligence.. Its .efFeft was violerft and 
ahrming; it fe^mcd to fink into berheart pihe 
' Was feized wuh ftrong ConYulfions, fobbed fo as to 
' be almoft ftlfled, and *cbuld get ho relief By tean. 

+ It has been feen by my Journal that -the had fomecoa- 
'fofedf idea ofou*re|>ant4o&. 

A'! 
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All hef hourehold fendbly partook of her grief^ 
which, though it appeared perfedly juO, was to 
«6 >e«:o9C(fing>f affiia»Bg. Towia|r Mademoifetie 
nib Skw M. mi M^im^t tie Vaknoe and ML de 
Bm^Kt;: «iwr]r>ii6W{0(n&ery and paitioiliily .Uiofe 
who 9rope^nlQft CQinedeii wkh asd mtt^Kdacd to 
her friend, renewed her pain, and her convuKions 
and trembling of nerves .rf curced continually. The 
arrival of M. de Chartres, who had juft feen her 
^XfAwibS. $L very viiible effed * . . . 
At ten, when (he went to bed, (he was in 
wtsj iaw ifaritSt Aftd iBemfid *^ 4iafve po .inclina- 
tion tft (deep. M. ti^ CoiKid diad ^cdciffed, ithitt {fiE>r 
idiat rnight, «5 Ibe 4xui(l .^ve tbetyp y^ «|(i^ /g- 
!ti[gned miSsi %oskxj .Bod grttf^ a baiir ;maH^ 
ibotddtbe ^fmt^tiie Ved^, jffbicb 'WdiaQifhie fwr, 
ibe^ffefirod mi^t bertaken dU«ray,-,t/rurii^>U9 tJfmt, 
^tf .{(be rfiioidbl be difjpdfed to )ib^4 rith^ :ma:ttf ^s 
^wonld pDCVKut ber. Sint .by:tke^erfiwifi<n»^'f M. 
jde fi(ntlad!t:af)dih£rrhrothers, >ihe fv^i^fid itrioce* 
main. :She deficed that ^che ibudtoj MgS^mi^^^ 
de S*^* roight :b& ptwrad near fhers;: .mi»e iwa^ fis 
ufiaal iti ithe cbajoober, ami M.'Qouad h0d:O9^<pv- 
pared for him in <he :iiiiiing«f oom. AtfademcaJfeilc 
pafTed a very reftlefs jiight^ (hje had two cqavijI- 
iions, and once (he fainted : M. Couad prevailed 
upon her to take « medicine. The whole night 
till fix o'clock, when Mademoifelle wifhed to rife, 
w^5 fpent in/comiaual tears and fobbings, except 
during the fliort time that he flept, which, at the 
utmoft,tlidn0tie3ceeedan:hoorAndahalf. When 
(he Tofe, fhe iwnft i)y ^dte itmiSifin iif M.iGoiiad 
•to tlienbatk. 

-* 'Hellwd credited me as fcir a« Qcmis. 
f .MademoiiUle St^ .upob the Jb&ce ^'oii^i in the-fy^ie 
manner as heir. Vrotfc era, 

1-2. . 'iChc 
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^he relation t^ the following days affords little other 
ikon, a repetition oj the fame accounts^ except that 
on Sunday the fir Jl if May Mademoifelle went to 
■mafs^ and returned name inj^ohg corwulfwns* 



Monday, • 2 Mit^ 179^ • 

• . . MADEMOISEIXE heard the fiwind 
^f a harp, though great precautions liad been 
^ taken to prevent it. She was feizcd with ftrohg 
•<onvuIfi6ns, which lifted for a confrderable time. 

• They occurred frequently during the reft of th« 
.'morning. After dinner ihe defired to have h^r 

harp, and attempted to play j but the fame con- 
^vulfions again returned, and continued for a ranch 
-longer period, til! at length ihe became delirions. 

• When fbe was a little recovered (he was taken into 
the garden, "whence ihe Shortly returned, and had 

•a rei^pfe^L^prefently after Ihe retired to hercloict, 
and in the evening had feveral fits. -. . . ^ « 



atifkBMBato 



^Uijday, 3 Mfl^ 179^- 

.... > AT noon Mademoifefle took an 
I airing, in tlie carriage* and returned in about three 
quarters of an hour in ftrong convulfioiis. She 
fainted, and afterwards talked in a very incoherent 
nianner -. . *. » . Mademoi- 
felle having gone into the garden after dinner, a 
feotman came to iufor^n me that (he was taken 

ver/ 
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very ilf. • I fomid her very weak and fai'nf, but the 
violence of the attack had fomewhat abated. . .* 
. * .. . » . » . . . Mademoifelle paffed » 
a Very rcftlcfs nights . .:. 

Wednefday and thefolhwing lUgEt nwre exa^^y tf'^ 
the fame kind, 

* \. • * 



. ,; : Jhuvfday, j^ May iy(^i,., 

\ . . MADEMOISELLE wiOied to iketciv. 
(bix)e flowers ; her hand tretnbied excefiively ; and 
though (he attempted. to fepel an approaching fir^- 
it -qime upon her with the fame degree of violence 
as. the preceding. , . . . At noon flie took 
an airing in the carriage, during which (he wasi 
twice ill. On her return (he was very pale and . 
weak, as indeed Hie hasb^en for ibme days paft. 
... , At dil]ner Mademoifelle, as on thepre^ , 
c^ing days, ate very little. • . . . Madte- i 
mbifelle received a letter and two or three fmail ,. 
jacs of marmalade from her friend, and having read ' 
the letter was feized with ilrong convulfions, whichv^ 
lafted for a confiderabfe time. . . .. Madame . 

de Bourban came to fee Mademoifelle.. who. dur- 
ing this vifit had violent convulftons.. She had * 
frequent attacks during thp reft of the day, and 
fpent a very b^d evening. At eleven- o'clock fKe . 
went to prayers as u fual, and added one in particular*. , 
bcfide thofe ihe faid wiih me. ... . .. .. 

The night was very refllefs. ' »- 

TJie account of what pajfed on Fridiiy is exa^fy 
the fame. Her fituation continually j^reix) worfe^ he- 
caufe her iveaknfs increafed^ andjht -was able nei-^. ; 
^'^?r /a eat noi- Jleep ; it was then tAuS P/i'y gav^ hen # 

..... I 3' H'^ 
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hopes of my rehitu^ From fk§t m^mi^ her emvm^ 
ft mi confiitrMy d^ti^. x^hhorg^ hmtroixr entirdjt 
leaving /ttf, ani f fiund her <m my arrival^ q^ I 
hipoe already mentioned ^ in the mfi d^plvMe ^aN 
tf ImpMr enddeMh'tjt^ 

Recapitulation of the 'Journals of EaucatiM which I 
made or cmfed U Is made, - 

1 , 1 HE ]eartmt cf M. Lebrun, containing an 
Account of every ihing our pupils faid or did dur- 
ing the time they were not with me, ^ethcr 
>v»rh the rehtioft «f nH our privtne^ ififcumom. 
Til! 8 jMirBa I w^ beigiwi as foon as the cWI<fren xt t r e 
plieed tnldef durcare, aitd rseonfintiedfo tliis^tfey 
without any other interruption than that of the 
jottrrcys I made with my pt^ls wnaccontpaared by 
M. L^run. 

2,. My private Journal, which was not fee* by 
the chiWi'en, and which I eontmued for foar ycare : • 
it eontatfis my obfervations and refie^^na on my 
ptipiid^ their preceptors, &c. 

3. My other Jottrnaf , written purpofdy to be 
read by my puptfs ; it fiicceeded to the prececSn^ 
one, afl<f continues to this day. 

4. A Journal of the manner irt which M. de 
Beaujoilots uftialFy fpcnt his mornings, written by 
M. Barrois. 

5. The Journal kept at Befle Cbaflfe by Madc- 
inoifeffe Rinrje. 

The refult of aS which fs, that I can give a 
faithful and accurate account, from mtrjutc to mi- 
nute, of fevery word and aSion of my ptipiJa, of 
the wiftru^ons that have been given them, and of 
the manner m which they have received their Id^ 
tons, from the time they were firft entrofted tomy ^ 

care 
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c^ire^ljthe 2^h.of Ajpril i79.i> b^gj a period of 
eleyeiij years a^ a ^filjf^ No indru^pr hitherto 
h^ ev^ J^d it U\ ^^s p9V?:ei: tp give a fun/Iai; ajC- 
cpiiQt. 1 bepeve (bat it wiJl bje. of fom^ uic. ia 
proving tha^ ^ rcrupiji]au& an ^xa^ef^ is poflSt* 
b|e ; ^r^ \ w^ll rep^^t^ ths^t it i^ a vecy defirab^ 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

X HAVE travelled a great deal with my pupils, 
during which time I fuipended the Jourrjal of EfJq- 
catton in ord^r to write that of our excurfions. I 
(h|4l prqcee(Cto gjye 0(ne fragments from thefe. 
Journals, the original of which I have fliil in my 

yrifch f:^i^. ll i? ?k©t my ii^f^ntip^i ta gisff i^ax-, 
pktf 9iyraidpr|s of |J|§ intexfftinif tl^inj^ \yf fay^ 
«l I WS» t« Eglaje ik^jift. i» order i?^'^p<^(}ifi: p)?c? ^ 
b« I S^fn^^HQV^- 1^ cfiSVf y a^ jdf a.f^f the mc- 
tfewi I ikd^tfd tP few th« Ififte pf my gugilsrcl^^ 
tivf t^ t^ a^Sj^ J\ c^ia^e ai\d re^nf^ ^^ h^ 
gWfe? ipftWPi^« tfe«| >j???.r^ apt tp*'iB[|^gij}p pii 
th§ Plpr^j^r ffid ipfj3B€fs c^f ipfli^idp^i^^ ^ ^- 
P«lFf4 l%% ni?F^V*8 ithf j^cfer/Japfiingi (^bafcs 
% f^i ^4 is th<r fpurc* pf ;} mi|{tifv^ c| falfe 
5i|%§. W^ Hi <^f^m^ W^h tts in our tc^v^li 
tvuk pfff^ w)¥>Ob 9Pfnf)^By ^as §8 vifeful 4^ it 
Mf4ft ^gf «^aM^ ; P^ 9( thcfn eminfs^i ip the ajr t qf 
dr^wijlg ^ RM^tjjg, JMjff p9(fcffed of ftp inE|Uij)|i: 
a|if| dfiy^lit^ ^ilp fp c^vefy thing tba{ f^afj r^Iaffofi tg 
th^ aftf ;. fhe oth^f %j? (Sfcen^oyt ch^mil^, F^^A^K 
iy)ted i«h bm§ny, and w general wflji a^aJflte^t 

I 4 wuk 
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with natural hiftory, IViih thefe affirtances mjr 
pupils never made tJie ftiortcft jou ney wiihout de- 
riving fi cm it confiderabJe advantage. . They have 
travelled through no great extent of couniry/ but 
what they have {ittx\ has been with attcmicn^ ' 
which is a point of confiderable confequence. I 
have colk6ted in the fragnients the principal fea- 
tures which T\\\)f explain my ideas relative to the 
rhanner in which travelling is to be made in(lru£Kvc 
to youih. I have alfo inferted entire defcriptions 
of feveral curious and interefting places, fuch as la 
Trappe, Kavarre, Maiipertuis, Cayeux, Mont- 
Saint-Michcl, ^c. becaqfe they are (hort, and t 
do not recoiled to have feen them in any previous 
publication, 

CbantiVy, 28 June 178^7. 

-^LL tiie old part of the gardens of Chantilly is 
very beautiful in its kind. The new is in general 
in a very bad taftc. The outfide of the cottage 
appears to be nothing bettef than a mean thatched 
hut ; and the infide is ornamented with glafs and 
|:ilding, and furnifhed-with fluff of rofe colour and 
filver, which produces a very unpleafant efFcd, 
becaufe this combination of magnificence and ruf- 
ticity conflitutes an incongruity rather than a coH" 
trajl : thefe are two very different things which* 
bad taftc continually confounds. A contrad is 
pteafant, an incongruity is always offenfive. Ge- 
nerally fpcaking, we may term that an iflcon- 
gruity which exhibits n too ftrong and violcnrop- 
pbfition; but a cent 1 ad is formed by a delicate op- 
pofition, which produces only a moderate furpr.fe, 
and an effeft rat-her mild and linking than violent. 
There are ideas which cannot, without exciting 

difguft, 
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difgttfty be united or brought together, that fs ti> 
fay, placed is oppdiition to each other; for exam* 
pie, tragedy and burlefque (a defeS weffcquemly 
find in Shakefpeare), or a cottage furniftied like 
the houfe of a farmer general, &c. .Thefe are 
incongruities. Bi^i fenfibility and melanchoFy may 
be conneSedVith graceful and eten gay images r 
the old Anacreon tottering and letting fa If hi* 
crown of roies at the foot of a cyprefs tree ; the 
Shepherds of Arcadia of PouiTin ; thefe are pleaf- 
ing contrafls. I could wiih that in literature and* 
the arts you fhouldflcver fofe fight of thefe princi- ' 
pies, which are equally founded in nature and rea— 
fon ; and that you lliould never admire new ideas 
of any kind but in jH'oportion to the degree of uti- 
lity or juftice they .contain. If you obferve this * 
principle you will never be the admirers of a muU 
titudc of childiili and abfurd produSions, which 
onJy ferve to prove the narrownefs of mind of thofe 

who invented thepa The ifa- 

mdU9 pi£lure of the great Conde, in the gallery,, 
is -badly painted and ill imagined; there are in it 
Iabels»written on flips' of paper, a circuiiiftance in 
the moft abfurd tade. The allegory of the pidure. 
is ingenuous. Hiftory is reprcfented as having ju(t 
written the life of the ^reat Cond6, and France is 
tearing out a leaf of the book, implying that toad- 
mire this hero you muft oUiterate one ftature ^ 
which . fdlies bis charaSer, the dreadful crime of « 
halving turned his arms againfl hi» country. M, 
de Voltaire confkiered this as an excellent pi &ure^ 
ai\d by his praifes k has gained cbnfideraUe eclat in 
the fafliionable world.. But 'A muft be eonfidered 
that Voltaire had no kno^Ied^e of the arts ; it muft 
be eoiifidered that he ranfeed Le' Moine and Vartlob 
amoiig firft rate (faiiiters, and as the equals of* 
v^., > ^^ 5 Pouflia: 
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Pouiiifi and Le Sueur^. M. M Davids G'vGoitA 
and MifjTs have fuU j ihewn ]rou the abrttrdky of 
thii opiiuoo. 



Journey to Spa, 

PtrrMm^ % July 17S7. 

VV E flept ftt the poft-officc. • • . My pu« 
pik were perfedly (atisfied, and in high fpirits. 
They are very deiiroue of anoocaiion chat (hould 
oblige ilteoi iq fleep upon firaw. ^ 



■**« 



WE lodged at the Plaatin, a 

large and escdlcut iao ; but atl the beft apait* 
mcats were engaged, ib that we wene very mUe* 
rably accomipociafted. 1 dopt mjM£ in m chiM% 
Crib^ visich 1 thought too (mm to be ufed hj 
MademoiieUe. Oar mate and female atteodntti 
ftopfnd oa tha iK>ad; but the prinoea, and partu 
cubriy the Duke de Chartrca, waited oa as nwft 
ezceMitif b the capackf tt farants. Tha Duke 
put aur ajiattnif m iirav^, and nEiaoaced a ladder 
for the fnirpafe of BarKng fome covermg to the 
windows, arhidi had neither eaftaiaanorlhiitten; 
and Madsmoifele, HenrMta and PaaAeia made 

tiw 1^ A« «t9} a|F^ «iun)>er af tiaibf )»^|g;mflatt. 

onr 



cur Msf ..••.• Th^ cWdren v«jrc »!f 
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Jt HE w;^j,f rs ^f A^'* Sm'venierf having. b^pn v^ry 

(opftrv^kd ^ dejighifUl w^Ik rounil (be fpiL»)tair> 
in tbip nwdft of a wood^ totally uncuhivatfid, ^n4 
full <>f ftwes f Dd pieqts of ro^k. Th^y remf>v«4 
tb^ ftofif53^ prppved tbe >valks, covered them' with 
gravely 4flcl deafe^ away thj8 hjruftiwgofj, Th^y 
Blacd tKCncJues ar I^ul^r cjiftang^i, fiQpftrqft^ 
bridges pv/er tb« b/opks^ ^n4 piant^ afi^png ,th# 
trfes flow^x'»?g wild Jbi Ur. Ax the epd pi tli« 
walk wa# a kind ^f a/bpur, undei* u^bi^b v/a$ 2^ 
pfttb l^mg io a pf^cif u:« very b^utiful ajod iWg'^ 
Difi(:«t^ Pn licwunt »f itf exty^rtM? declivity fipd 
the iiucry/epjtuwi pf^rugged cliffs, fpfbgs ^nd ver^ 
dijrc, Wbipfc werp hjiw>i|y <w;itraftcd. 3eyQ^ 
the pr^pig^ ^ dpiigfatfgi awJ Pl^tenfiv^ prpfp^^^ 
prcfcnied ifftif ti^ (be vujw, Un(Jcr tb« ftrpb^ 
f(>fm€td by t^^^rhpur, we pla^d go aiur ^f whH<( 
ni^ble^ aedic^tcd to gra^uud<? ; the fprm pf vf)\\c\p 

wa^ d^gncij by M- Myryi . At i\\% lop pf th^ 

^XV[ tb^ fcllowing wor4^ wf je writteii jn ijaii^^; iepr 
tci.?: To QjRj$TiTVP*; and beopa^h i.Ws iqtK 
fipripiloo : ^ The watejrs 9r tbe Sauv^niere bivjfig 

i^-e(labllihed 
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* fc-cftabliflied fhc health of thcDttchefs d'Or- 
^ leans^ her children, defvrous of embe!li(hing"the 

* environs of the fountain, have themfelves made 

* walks, and cleared this wood with niore ardour 
^ and afliduity than the labourers v/ho worked un- 

* dcr theif dire6tions.' 

Under the infcriptiorfwas the cypher of the 
four children. The c}ii Wren had indeed, as the 
Jnfcription dedares, worked in pcrfbn with an 
aftonifliing degree of perfeverance.* This day 
we gave an entertainment on the fpot to the 
Duchefs d'Orleans. I invited the moft beautiful 
wonien in' Spa, requeftin» them to be at the foun- 
tain at one o*cIcck, drefied in white, and orna- 
mented with white feathers, nofegays, and gar- 
lands of wild briar, and violet-coloured ribbon. I 
left all the men at the entrance of the uTood, and 
conduded the women to the farther part of the 
walk, where I placed them in differentgroups, 
fome walking, others fitting, &c. The iJuchefs 
d'Orleans came laft. The band of Vauxhall was 
placed at the entrance, and began to play as foon 
as ftie appeared, which gave nrie information of 
icr approach. I immediately went to meet her 
ivith the four children, who had rakes in their 
hatids, as emblems of their having juft ffnifhed the 
walk in homage to her goodn.efs and worth. M. 
de Ch^rtres, who undertook to addrefs her, ex- 
preffed this with confiderable grace. The chil- 
dren then quitted her, and by a ftiorter path ar- 
rived at the arbour where the altar' was erefted. 

• Paittcularly the Dake dc Chartres ani his Tirothcrs, 
who, having more ftrength than Mademoifelle, and being 
Mirous of uirpriiTng Madame d'Orleans, worked privatel]r> 
wit at five o^clock in the morning', went five or fix niiks to 
Ae wood, and^contistied this employment daily for the fpace 
9f three weeks. 

M 
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All the. avenues were decorated with garlands^ of 
wild briar, the tint of which mingled with the green 
produced a very agreeable effeSt. Flowers of the 
fame kind fcattered through the wood, the mul* 
titude of garlands interfperfed among the trees, 
the rivulets which interfered the turf, many of 
which falling among the rocks formed cafcades, a 
conipany of thirty beautiful women uniformly 
drefled, and difperfed over the walk, and the 
beauty of the iky, formed a whole, of which it is 
difficult to conceive an idea. The Duche(s pafled 
a quarter of an hour in viewing the fcene, when 
the mufic ceafed, and we airived at the altar, 
where flie perceived her four children, with Hen- 
rietta and Pamela, forming a mod enchanting 
group. The altar and the arbour were oma- 
inented with garlands : the children had other gar* 
lands in their hands, which they placed on the al- 
tar. The Duke de Chartres, feated at the foot 
of the altar, with an engraving inftrument in his 
hand, appeared to be writing the word Gratitudt* 
Sufficient time having elapfed for the coatem* 
plation of this pidure, the four childreil threw 
themfelves into the arms of their mother* Tht 
fpefiators burft into tears, and fufficiently (hewed 
that the liveliell emotions are frequently produced 
by. the mod fimple caufes^. 



GiVf/, X September 1787. 

; . • . . f • • • THE following are the 
perlbns whdlb fociety I found moil agreeable at 

* This break only cootains paHicnl^s of the eotcrtaio* 
U&est, which* are too long to be iaftrted here. 

: Spa* 
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whom I bad tl»e I»pfibi«6 ef Wnf tbi« t» ftrvt . 
She IS u^ g0 witJi mf tpSUkrjr t IMpii tbtt 1 btve 
ac%i«rQd in fafdr ft fricfiil fiiY j>fir ^« • 



•• • 



. . » , L II - ' 



IM. t>E VALENCE ftas riiren a chariyiing w^ 
tertainmenttd'theDiichfifsdX)rIe^ns. . . ,. 
Some beautiful couplets Wiere fupg in hopour oT 
the Duchefs and b^r children f.. ► • .• ► - 



.»•..• ANOTHER cntertaiinnenr. 
...... .. Trtn^grcnt iyamination* 

jreprefenting the Tfemfk ^fFrifnd^tp. I wa3 pre* 
ff nt with t1« few children of the iJijchefs cfOr- 
If ans, and fung forae verfes written a$ an addreO 
to her |. ^^' ......... ^ . , 



» ••• 



yMtmy 

• * * - ' 

^ Now Madame de Chatelaz ; fiir whom I procured air 
appointment in the Palais Royal. 

«f Madame d' Orleans made a vifit at Givet, by the Invi- 
tation of M. de Valence, and becaufe every thing diat wat- 
e!in«e€efi mtik me hftd tt ii^ut time an intereft in her heart. 

^ Madame d'Orleans had been there from the-4th. £^ 
ha4 intended to 0ay oftlf «»ght days, but had the complai* 
iftttce to fcmain three days Joqger. jShfi latriifa|<d on mCy pk 
Ae ptdkmBt M her dhiiiMn an<l a i mm erstw company, many 
affedking marks of that kindnefs and £riendil)ip irii;<j| w^re 
Sm lb iusy JKan Ac ISmmnm of my Imppkieffc 

§ Thefe veriii <iMfit 4Bpr«fi«t ti&gi t^esfare f f«ft is 
CMaing the hearu and twdcriHtandingf gf the children whom. 

her 



/ 
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yourf^tQiaTri^pfanJfIm)arre, 

>■, 

T 

X AM rerf macfa pkafed with the jtttaf princei^ ' 
they employ cv^y moment of ifaetr tii&e; tlicy ' 
rcBLd, write, xlraw, and ihev tbemfeiTes ki mhu 
refpefts in a very anriafale poiftf of view. Hk 
therto Mademoifdk Jms played on tlie harp erery 
day } (he aKb writes and draws. • • . • * 



La^rkpfty 6 ^«w, halfpiifl el^s in 
we evtning. 

•1 FOUND great difficirfty in gamrag leave of 
admiflion from the fathers, who faid that it was ^ 

her ^ieadfli^ M4 ceii&M t<» mf <au^, T]»e PudieSi tlu«v 
herklf into snjr arms, her iface wojt with tears ; ]|er d^4reA . 
furrounded us^ and partook of the fweet emotion. It it fof« 
ilble that the ^erfbn 5wfc« Was heea Ae neaat of dtSaofimg 
fagk fare and vvtvoi* fia&re% fliwMd Ce«l no reqiciKe^ 
What a newaid for the icnricml have doae her I 'SSffhu a jr^ 
turn for the heoelEUs of Madame d*Orleaas heilSslft Befora 
this perfon knew her, Madame d'Orleaaos adored and -che- 
riihcdtMe whom k was kardtty feok«r; aid 90wi ', • 
Bat thpi^Ei^ iJiey have Veen Mt io 'aUawtc to* £rp« her 
children^ th^jr can nevier afieaate the chfldrep from their mo^ 
ther : thefe children wilTetfimaUy preferre the ^^ed i^iai- 
terahle tethnentSi lAkh fMaaqfcwil tihirairiaa liaac4i|graveii 

unprecedeniecl" 
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unprecedented. At length, after confiderable con- 
te(l, they confented ro admit me, as well as my 
young princefs, and from that moment they t;eat- 
ed me with the greateft poffible refpe^. We firft 
heard a lefture delivered in one of the cloifters, 
all the fathers being feated : it was a kind offer- 
mbn in the French language, of which I recolleft 
the following paflfage : * Approach us not, vain 

* dnd deceitful pleaiures ; it is here that you are 

* held in contejnpt, or that your former votaries. 

* expiate their folly.*' There was fomething ftrik- 
ing and attradive jn the thoughtful attention of 
thcfe monks. After the fermon we ^ere conduc- 
ed into a faloon, where the late and the prefent 
abbot accompanied us. After a fpace of three 
quarters of an hour they introduced us to the choir 

^ of the abbey : the building is cc^ifiderably ftriking, 
and all the monks at once joined in the (acred 
pialmody wii^ a truly angelical devotion ; from 
time to tinrie they threw themfelves into the attir 
tude of proihatioo, and remained thus till the 
ftroke of a hammer ggve them the fignal to rife», 
Thefc various circumftances, combined with the 
fimplemaj^dy of the edifice, excited in me an 
emotion that I want words to defcribe. After di- 
vine fervice they led us from the chapel to the f©or 
of a great flaircafe that leads to the cell : here we 
made a full pauie^ and the abbot, with a green 
branch in hi s^ hand, pronounced hts benediSioa 
upon each monk individually, who all paflfed be« 
fore him in order, one after the other^ making a 
)>ro&und inclination of the head, and then afcend- 
cd the (laircalc to go to reft. This ceremony end-^ 
ed, we were conduced back to the fatloon^ where 
we fupped, and rematne4 till ten o'clock engaged 
in converfation with the fathers. In an adjoiniogp 

room 



I 
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* , 

room we faw a portrait of M. de jRanc^ finely . 
painted by Rigaud: M. de Ranee is reprefented , 
writing. His features are regular, and his phyfi- ^ 
ognomy penetrating and intelligent; it bears a 
ftriking refemblance to M. de S*^**-, exccjpt . 
that It has a lefs lively complexion. I fhould never 
have imagined fuch to have be^ti the figure of the 
reformer of la Trappe. There is alfo in the apart-* 
mentof the Duke de Penthievre an excellent pic|» 
ture brought froni Rorne hy M. de Ranee, and 
which reprefcnts Saint Bernard dying. — We then ^ 
left tTie inner compartment of the abbey to retjre'* 
to reft : our bed-room is a very handfome one. 



Conches, 7 yune^ lo o'clock in the evening,, 

t 

T. / 
HIS mortiing 'at a quarter before ten we en- 
tered once 'm0re into tlie inner compartment of the* 
abbey. . ; . . . ....... 

After baying heard mafs, we were admitted into 
the refeSoj-y to fee the fathers dine. There was ' 
no cloth upon the table, but each monk had a 
napkin; their plates^ were of pewter, and their. 
fpoons of wood;- each monk received a porringer, 
of foup, a plate of herbs, two or three uncooked 
apples, a large flice of bread of a good fort, a tit- 
tle mug of water, and another of beer. One of 
the fociety afcended a fort of pulpit made for that 
purpofe, and preached them a fermon during their 
repaft. Each monk preaches this fermon in his 
turn, and the monks who dine are attended by 
other monks, who afterwards take their rcfrefli- 
ment along with the preacher. The lay-brpthdrs^ 

dine 
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dine at (he f{V>3c rlnjQ In a leiTer hall adjoimn^ to 
x\^^ pripcipaly and whvch is ^pariited fVpm U only 
by aa arcsvJp without any door: we qoutd ifee them 
therefor^ as wc ftoorf ia the refeSory 5^ and they, 
a^ in the foiin^^ tn(lanc^^ were H^rved by other 
hy-broihers, who ate when t^iey h^icj ffniftied*. 
. . ...... From the xth&ory we 

went to the library. . . . . . . ^ . '. ^ 

• . , We afterw^d^ yiJ^ed tl^e tpm^r pf M^. 

& P.iinc«. ,.,...;...•.. 

The c«ll$ are ve^y fniali: they cont^n a fjrav 
bf 4» 9 WQpd^9 tabJpf, and a crucifix. . « . . 
. ... . ; We faw the iponk^ a^ work iq the 
gardens. Wc entered the niedicbe room, which 
is large, and well fupplied with drugs : adjoining 
to it is an excellent botanic garden filled with the 
ufu^ plants. ,,...«,•... I 
fiiftllhere rehte all that I learned from the conver*^ 
faiion of the fathers. The hiftory of Count dc 

^hing^ji yxi^ thai; the iPpnU %r« ?.Y$cy day em- 
ployed in digging their tombs : that they raift^ ^vA 

* TIm •AaUUhmem of Ii7-J)*etli«rt, lb coz^cf ta Oktif* 

fii»re4 by all the individuals of the order,, and as \\t. 1ay«-^ro- 
tkers 40 i^ot wait upon the fathers, whenco conld haTc origi- 
iUH4 <>ba iiyiiadUaB <^ name, and oating-rpoml It is not fct« 
cf|4f IM. W>«l>ff^ gRjiipifc pfi^fttj liw? t^H i^ H>ialJy ^f 4f^f 
wi^ the jpi^odty cf thf fsubers, i&ea(9f» t^AsS?^ ijp to \f>st 
C^uali^y, religion efijoins it; and it is a ftrang€ CQntradiAioi^ 
t« fee a monfi pr^ftpate hiniibif, hit face ia me di^, and »l 
m^ fuM im 4i^t^)li^ $P f«| ]|i| {««W9 ^rf9^ ^ }i^ 

h^aiM wU^ ^^4fR of bis l)c^lu:^ ^ vim^f^vi.^ d^^lW 9» 
hinvfelf. This ei^ablif{iment is of no great an|^qiii|tf • i( ^"^^ 
Saint Oualbert ts^io inftituted the lay^rothcrs* in 1071, but 
vrkliout thtf« f>rott4 diAin^ioss {' I an ifnorasl of the iiamc 
qf ivVI ^^o HB^^fed f^a %^ l^ epff^i^ 9^ ^^rff^, W Wf 

<&»f pecfum that tf was f«9tf f^alkpm ^i»ki 

level 



level hiNs £br (Im p«vpofe of ocf^|i^>ifng, th^mn^ 
fehe^: that ib«k fakt^ioQ wken tbey iB«e^ Wn 
IVi mikfi dk : that they wcaf i^><w tbeii? h/vaX^ % 
cufhioA ft)»ck witb thorns. &c. Alt th<eif tbJA§s 
ar« abrolQteljr falfc* They fa& cotuinually ;. xh^y 
ncv^r eat «ith»r fitiii, fugatr, <ggS buttm'i oi fH>^ 
exc?pc a fiaaQ quapttty wtt^ their fi^Ms. Via^ 
gar is albwed rhtfiv». a& weU as xpilk» bv^ the l«t^ 
ter ra pri»hilhU«d 4wfu»g^ L«iit. Their rule iiQVf p 
alfows themiheufeof wine exct^ ip journeys, 9»A. 
in aay fihce of occafional refidence, "wb^r^ th#7 
may uft both wbe^ fih» and bittte^r. • » ^ , 
...... Thw drefs, Hka tW of tb« 

Chartrcux> is esitk«}y white, thek head and b«ard 
art fliay^ and they have a large b^od which 
they put on at pttafure. Thisy always ftae^ i« 
ther clothes ; their ihirts are of woo], not hair 
ctoth^ every mortificatiOA of tbii kind being pr^ 
h lifted by the nilef of theif order. No one i& a(dU 
mitted among theff> tiH the age of twenty, whea 
he enters upon his aonriciatei which q>otia«e« fot 
the fpace of twetre naonthk The iofiim afent 
endpioy ihwifelvea ia XmW articles of imhitWys 
fuck as the noaking of ra&rie«, wooden fpoQm» 
and m winter the work of the garden ; afti^r which 
tbey ihell the peas, drefs the vegetabkv prefii the 
grain for ufe, &€. Thefe laft occupatioiis ere 
common to them alL 1'he monks 0f this abhty 
amouQt to about a hundred and twenty^ mchtding 
both the fathers and lay-brothers. There are fi»ty 
of th^ fonner, of whom eighteen only are prkAi i 
the reft, though equally engaged by irrevooUt 
vows, d9 not fay nsafs, and have net received ho^p 
orders, thinking themfelves fufficiently virtuous 

and devout to celebrate the facred myfteries. The 

sbbot 
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abbot is eleftexj fbrlife*, and is named by the king 
m purfuance of the vote of the monks ; the votes 
arc colleSed by way of ballot; andasfoon as that 
is done, the balloting box is fealed up and fcnt to 
Vcrfailles. There are three monks, called hotelierty 
whofe bufmefs it is to receive ftrangers and the 
poor that prefent themfelves at the nionaftery* 
From their origihal endowment and the beqiiefts 
of private individuals, they are fufficiently wealthy ' 
to afford three days hofpitality to every poor tra- 
veller who pafles that way. When all the beds 
in the houfe are occupied, the traveller is accom- 
mbdated at the inn, and \\\% expences defrayed by 
the monks. If, during thefe three days, he fall 
fick, they take-care of him till his recovery ; he is 
attended by their furgeon, fuppKed by them with 
medicines; the monks alfo vifit him, drels his 
wounds, &c. If apy poor traveller be in want of 
money to purfue his journey, they give him as 
much as is neceffary to carry him to the place of 
his deftination. Not a day pafles without theif be- 
ing vifited by perfons of this defcription, particu- 
larly foldiers. It frequently happens that the gra- 
titude and admiration which fo much benevolence 
infpires, induce the perfons who arc the objefts of 
it to become members of their fraternity, and pafs 
their lives with them. Indeed, whoever is i n pur- 
fuit of virtue in all its perfeSion, will find it only 
here, under a form it may be fomewhat too au- 
ftere, but fo true, fo fublimc, that it is not at all 
aftonifhing that a mind fufceptible of enthufiafm 
fhonld refolve upon this great facrifice. Thefe 
monks ai(b afllft and take care of all the poor in 

.* The authorefs fccms to contradiA hcrt what fhe has faid 
at the beginning of the article (p. 1 20), * that the late and 
* the prefent abbot condii(!iled her into the falodn/ T. 

tlie 
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the n^ighboufbood tor many leagues rotind. I in- 
terrogated a great ntimber of the pe;afants, who 
fpoke of tbem with the refpeS and veneration that 
we (hould feel for angels if they were to conde- 
Tcend tbrefide among us. Shew me the indivU 
duals that, with the fame revenues^ can do ^n 
^qual poition of good both by their elcample aiid 
their beneficence 1 Where fliall we find fuch vit- 
tues, unlefs religion infpires thcm?-***Theyticvtr 
receive a widower among them unlefs his children 
are already provided for : whatever may be the 
' age of thefe children, if their lituation be not fuch 
as to infure them a fubfiftence, they conceive that 
a father cannot, in that cafe, difpofe of his liberty, 
but is bound to beftow all his care upon his family. 
When they have nKide their vow, they renounce 
every kind of cpiftolary correfpondence whatever, 
and do not allow themfelves to be viflted by thek 
relations, except their father and mother, and thia 
tut feldom. Th^y are exprefely enjoined not to 
fliew the leaft preference to any individual of their 

- order, as being -bound to love them all equally. If 

- one monk (houM perceive that another had a par- 
ticiilar friendfhip for him, he would confider it as 
liis duty, when they were all aflfembled, to aflc 
leave to fpeak, and then publicly to accufe him. 
in this cafe the fuperiors impofe a penance on the 
perfon criminated, who is not allowed to juftify 
liimfelf, or anfwer a word, tven though he (hould 
think liimfelf to be wrongfully accufed. He is to 
1x,lieve that he has in fome way or other, though 
he cannot recoiled it, given caufe for the re- 
proach, and he mud facrifice without hefitation 
tiis felf-lave to the obedience due to the rules of 

* the order. In all cafes, indeed, where one monk 
idbftcves 4n -another any kind of fault, he is equally 

baosA 
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,tetnd ipttbUcIy xo ^accufe hka^ siid tint accu&d 
jiMift 4i4>ferv« a {>eniCeift iUeo^e^ -and iabmk «vi&h 
c4fi£«Ai(k>a 4o 'the pemuace thait ;Biay «be iiaf^x>&d. 
If 41 W0k1 efisape bim :in ius 4k£bnc^ ail the maiiks 
iaftaittly f roftratc xbemfel^^ee-oii <thefgr&iUKi te.dik 
jpardon-^ GodibrliU^pmie.: ibtft tbis «eMer kkasp- 
jP'«n$ except ^0 Si0viG«6 tfttdfisrJbilS newiy ^d&ilcH^, 
«tod ^ety tfeUom CKK^n u> •them. Thefepaitiottlars 

«Mttk tM^etfty^^ig-iit ^1601% •«£ ^igiCp 4iad who .bus 
lieoa eij^ ««ar8 lat U Tiif(||pe. He iM6 ra %de- 
rHgfat&il ^j^ut^ncfln^ &viku\gly diani&em&ic dof 
4)ifiJ^r «fid ^odd fie&fe. 

l^etitU^StedliuiitoteU me hefidlk^f'heidiiiinot 
4etie^ .nmong his bcothex «MB)k^, Soake^dnglt lin- 
^vkkKd -who had, at 'beas^ ^nmse frkadthip ^r 
4iiiii than 4h€ 'reft ?. .No 4iidae4» ^«aE6 kis ^wty^ I 
^Gtiuld fDonet name a -domn than one. i ^kas 
-Aivoitd vfiihhis anfwer, JMEhich^Fow^s UieiiciKkr 
tiMen that reigivs ^imong vthom^ 'Hera^Ufi4» 'that 
;as tdthofe t'W«lve4u$ dUcovfii^ tdid Indt ^nfl^y .his 
idCQilfii)g thenar <a6 it was. derived f mna aril osnio- 
tiofis ^that Aueie^abfeUue^yriivvolimtaty. for^c^- 
^tmpk^^iaid hi^, thece:are.a>thai{and.iit£lie ciBcum- 
iknaes^ui^lytniechaRicalbyvtthiGhUjre know thdfe 
^ho 'knre ufi theft : jn ^our labours we aTe - all faouiid 
to 'Aiceour -one •another wah e<]iial i^eal; .if one nf 
us lift fco heayya'burthisi?, if he falC &rc. ^e 
'o^ght lx>fly to his fiiocoan; but there .are a[wiays 
in this cafe .t-welve or .fifteen who .haften with 
'ijKasfter^acKiu than theVeft ; «imd ion^thefe jqcobl 
3n.on$^ which JreqiMntly h^ppen^ we cannot. avoid 
•dif<3<w€ri^ iff wh^m we tare moft -^oved. But 
Xjod condemns not th^Ce 'natuial tinclinations ;of 
tke.heart, -and' does net dil^ppnove of our fecreily 
4ovii^4hofe bed who^aee nnioft Tiftuou^, pravhkd 

Wf 



we Jo'nof 6i^iiie6 ofir pdtffafit^ aftd 'lifted Hfl tbch 
ft manner as td oWerid 6'thei-$ ; Vhieh WbUl^ be 
a very lieftimii crlfhi&, eb«trkf y 16 gclfd^l bene^ 
Volenee^ artd deftru^rve of that fifit^efal hkrtntmv 
wliich bu|/Ht;fo exill Wt^.<rtrn 'u^. 

Whch a fi^k monk Js |5i»6f»6irilcr<^ Yo^h'av^ W 
aiPf w hours to *li ve, ^Ke Is Told ihti he tiiuft Ytdivc 
extreine un^ion.; 'heis'tlVeh'diitiVd'fb thfe (ihdfkfi, 
tivtere it is ^fways adminift€l^d, ^Hd^aftet llrfe te- 
yemohy is over cohVeycd b'iCck lb hfe b^. tPlicn 




agbrfTes of death, XHthe Wohls-^'fefiae'Wtind 
^edyfi% mai^ ahlJ, Ti'aViHg 'jifec^d'himin ifties, 
'pray albiitl tor Tiim. 'Trtiis deftrtpiibft 'Isimlfyii^ 
Yo V6r% mmds ; fet.it be obfeiVe'd'h6Nv<?Vef, that 
iit la Trappe fh'e4>pare1 of death arifi ttimligibus 
ibfemnlties "that accompany it, afe '^iOYifidfeY^ as 
'augiift ^nd corifolatary, as the lofe-Ytfilrtcfs 'df a 
grand 'triumph an<l fupfefffe'fellclfy. ^ "• Tttllfru. 




5l?ridhg 

'^^ftknceof any epicfemical ftiaTady, "(fiJ^n wheh'the 
^ cbntagion has thread fh'roifgh me'cbiintlhy. We 
'^ know iTcarcely any <i((brdefs but ttibffe of the 
^ lungs occafioned By fiWgiDg at chjirch, arid 'by 
"* the law WhFch bbirgcsiis to'get ilp'frteqlie'iirly m 
•* the night. When a cohrtitueion is able' fo refill 
'* thefe daoget5s, and it "has pafted tlfe ^e bf ihir- 
"* ty, Kfe istprotraaed'loi%erTiere*than dfciv*[6ffe, 
"* andoldsigc Is found and vigorolrs'^ thUs wfcCtirti- 
^* morily die in the pofteffionof all oifr factilttes^ 
'* arid during tlie fifty years that-I haVe^ivtd hfeft^ 
« I have fcarcely feen an iriftanCe to the 'c<5htW^. 
■* A$ '^e onfy live fbat we m4y die In fecUi'iiy, -tnfe 
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\ kft moment has po terrors ; and when we aflift 
' * at the death of a brother, there is not one of us 
who does not envy the crown he is going to re- 
celre^ and does not wifli 'to be in his place. It is 
not that life is difagreeable and burthenfome to 
us, we believe ourfelves*as happy as it is poffible 
to be on (earth ; but in dying we feel all the de- 
light that the fweetefl: and moft exalted hopes can 
infpire. • I have never beheld a monk w^ho has 
not received, not only without fear, but with 
extreme fatistadion, the notice of his approaching 
death ; I have even beheld many whom this in- 
telligence has (b enlivened and invigorated, that 
their life and ftrehgth has been prolonged in an 
aftonilhing manner, and alfnoil all difplay at this 
time a vivacity, fire and eloquence which appear 
fupernatural. It ,is not long ago that a monk, 
upon being informed that he had but one day to 
live, became fo'aninriated at the news, that he 
told us he ihould be able to go to the church to re- 
ceive extreme un^ion without being carried. In 
reality, though his weaknefs had, till that mo- 
ment, been exceflive, he got up, walked through 
the houfe, defcended the different ftalr-cafes, ar- 
rived at the church, returned, and, to the great 
aftonifhment of the furgeon, lived two months 
* longer.'— Father Theodore,, who recited thefe 
particulars, was the late abbot; he had lived in 
the world before he embraced the monkifh (late, 
and was thirty years of age when he entered la 
Trappe; he is now upwards of fourfcore, of a 
comely figure, his teeth perfeft, his features 
charming, his complexion truly beautiful; I have 
never feen in any face fo complete a Vermillion. 
He has a lli'ong underftanding, an extraordinary 
.degree of politenefs, and a merriory fo furprifing, 
1 . that 



of the Princes. 193 

that he recoUefks every thing he read that was in- 
tereftiog previous to his arrival at la Trappe. He 
cited many traits of hiflory, and a great variety of 
pafiages from Bruy^re, whom he knows by heart. 
He i;glated alfo a number of interefting ftories; 
amofig others the fistlowing: ' Some years ago a 
young man well bom, rich, of a handfom^ 
figure, and the only fun of an affedlonate mo-^ 
ther, whofe confent he obtained, defired to be 
received among us, alleging a vocation which he 
had felt from the age of ten years : he was adf 
mitted to his noviciate ; but before the expiration 
of the period, his mother, repenting the confent that 
had been torn from her, fuddenly arrived at la 
Trappe and demanded her fon, who received her ac- 
companied by father Theodore. The converfation 
was long, that is to fay, on the part of the mother, 
who conjured her fon to return with her, affuring 
him that flic particularly wiftied it for the fakeof his 
own happi fiefs He heard her in filence, with- 
out interruption ; and when fl)e had done fpeak- 
inj^, My mother, faid he, do me the favour to 
anfwer me one queflion. Suppofing I had left 
you to fettle at a diftance in ibme foreign country, 
where it was impoffible for you to come, and, 
where I had acquired a confidcrable fortune Jind 
the moft diftinguillied honours, but was not per- 
mitted to return to you, unlefs I renounced aM 
thefe advantages, would you demand of me this 
facf ifice ?-— Certainly not, cried the mother, it is 
your happinefs only that 1 have at heart. — Well 
then, my dear mother, replied the fon, I am 
exadly the fortunate man I have defcribed,, or 
rather I am a thoufand times more happy than 
it is in the power of all the riches and honours of 
the univerfe to make me; and. my happinefs Is 
Vol.. 11. K . « the 
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^ the greater a^ thr intimA^iKy <>f fortuac caimol 
** robfti^ of it, tnd deaths f^r fiom putting a^c- 
*^ riod C0 it^ will render it (ypr^fne ^ fecure it 

* for ever. Ccsfidtr ihen the extient pf .tb« (a- 
"^ criiicc wjikh you demand I At jKhefe wgrifa the 

* mother roJFe, en^b*'$iced-berfdiiintei({j(^, ta4<fe- 
"* parted.'— Had I time^ 1 .coiiU dr-e various ind- 
"^^Qts tf afimiUr kmd whkh I learQed from fisher 

TheodoTiT, father Peter the preTcnt abhot, and 
"^be three kktelhrj^ Tbefe (wt, mpak«^ with whom 
I had a great dealof converf^tion, wer< alt eqwiKy 
-ebltging ; they anfweied my tjueitions with aaair 
of fitinkiiefr; but as fpon a« 1 hftd done interro- 
gating^ thcniy they rettt ed into themfelves, hung 
down their heads, and fdl into (o pi'ofound a me- 
' ditatiotS) that I have no doubt they believed them- 
fdv«s U> be abfolutely alone with tjod : in this there 
was^o foitof aiKe&att«n, but- on the contrary a 
(Iriking fimplicity and natUBS. . When -I addrefled 
tnyfelf to ihtm again, they recovered from their 
reverie, and afTumtd a cbeerfM) and obliging af- 

. ptSiy vrhicbcfflntinued till they had (atisfiecfmy new 
ehcfuii ies.'*^The monks ^f ,thts t/eitv oUerve a 

^perpetual fitence, the fuperiofrs and the 'Aoie/iirs 

'excepted: but there are certain hours wfien the)' 
may fpeak to the fuperiprs if they have any re- 
<;udft to make; ^t their labour^, however, they 
are only aBowed to exprcfs th^rofeh^es to each 
other by figns. There are monks ^m<mf them 
who hAve notfpokehfor many years, Except to 

'conftfs, to read, and to fing the praifes of God, 
The i^teEers oWetve, ttke the reft, the law of 

'fUeace, %vA nfvt r fpeak but to ftranger^.^— There 
is not a fingle looking^glafi at la Trappe either \n 
the interior or exterior apartments. Many of the 

^m^nks have wholjy fozgotten thetrowi^ form and 

featura.^^ 
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f f ** that it was impoiTtble to live with thcfe fa* 
thers without feeling a defire to imitate them, an^ 
that the o(F«r <^f thie.itioft fplendi'd fortune on earth 
ivould not tempt him to quit them. , , , . 
. , • • . , . . . . , , Thcfe monks 
4irc ftrongly imprefftd with that indulgent tcrtiper 
that charaQerifes true virtue. They told m^ that 
upon a certain cccafion, a womdli in .man^ clothes 
came "with 'her hufband into the convent, but that 
*^e faw nothing, becaufe they immediately dc- 
teSed the difguife and obliged her to withdraw. 
1 exclaimed ^'ith pious vchem^fece upon fo dread- 
ful a profanation, which by the rules of the church 
'\r> a fpeCifiedxafe, smd has the penalty of excom- 
rnunication : but they obfcrved very naturally, 
' that it was not proper In this induce to have re- 
■courfe to (IHft juftice, as the lady was very ycjung, 
had ceitainly not coftfidered what (lie was doine, 
-and as it was eafy to conceive of a hu (band's hav- 
ing this cenfutabfe condefcenfion towards a womar. 
that he loved.. 

Travellers go a great way to flndy men, arc' 
obferve the influence of inftitutions, example?, 
laws and authority on the mind. We have he.e 
an infente near<?r home of manners far fupcrior in 
• aufterity to thofe of the ancient Lacedemonians, 
'virtues infinitely more fiublime-than were difplay 
by the bpafted fages of antiquity; in fbort, of^ 
Hittle republic where every dangerous paiSon is ex- 
tirpated, and all the virtues are carried to a degree 
•^of perfeSion that feems beyond the powers of na- 
turt. Is this a pi£h]re unA^J^orthy the attention 
a trtie phiiofoplier ? Can any one fay, as he quts 
this reirpeftable enclofure : Tkefe men are / 
Before you thus decide^ prove to me that you a 
wife^ prove to me at tead that you arc comin^^^ 

a: 
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and that your principles, whatever thcjr are, are 
conformable to your manpers. You think that we 
ought to follow the incKnations which nature give^ 
us, and that it is in this way only we can be hap- 
py. Why then are you perpetually complaining \ 
why does happinefs fly from you^ or always eiude 
your grafp? why is peace of mind a thing ta 
which you are- a ftranger ?— But, it is aik'ed, 
where is the urility of all thefe abftird aufterities V 
Do you not then admire the dilciphss of Pythago* 
ras, who paflcd fo many years without fpeaking ^ 
Do you not admire the temperance of Diogenes,,^ 
and numerous other phiiofophers, who fubfided 
foieiy upon herbs ? Do you- not admire Epidetns^ 
and Socrates, their mildnefs, their, calm endu^ 
ranee, their* contempt of wealth and honours ^ 
And is it only in pad ages^ and Pagan countries that 
you are ftruck with exampleSsof thefe great vir- 
tues ? But tradition may have exaggerated theft;, 
features of their chara&er, and it telb us that thefe 
extraordinary men had their errors and weak- 
nefles : on the contrary, of what exifts fo near 
you, you can entertain no doubt, and though there 
is fomc (ingulattty in the life of a monk of la 
Trappe^ you will- at lea^t- fihdnone of the viees 
with which the philofophe^ of .paganifm have 
been reproached But it is agaia afked, where is 
the utility of thofe woollen habits^ thofe haird beds« 
this privation of all the comforts and conveniences 
of life? What I is there no utility in diftributihg 
to the poor all the money that garments of -filk, 
beds of down,, fumptuous furniture^ and" delicate 
viands wculd coft? Dare you farther deniand^ 
where- is the utility of fpending a part of the day. 
in cultivating the earth ? Confefs at lead that thefe 
labours of agriculture are beneficial,, and afford an 

K 3 excellenit 
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escelieQt txnmfit to. the j>eafiiflts of the nefgfi- 
iboiiffaood. Who would not biofh miiich « cean- 
trj to be ijndolefit and inaSbre ? LaAfy it is a&ed| 
Where is the benefit of pafltng fo many hours is a 
4:Kuich f Let sne aik m refly » for what purpoicdo you 
fiik Co many years at Vcrfaines^ whei e the fcene 
is fi^ mortally ttrefome to yon? la the.hopc^ aU 
.%ays uncertain and frccjoeotly deceitfui, m ob- 
taining-^ What ? an empty title, a ribbon^ a feat 
•f bonour. They are not focfa fritotUi^ that at- 
|£a^ and rivet to the church tlie monks o€ la 
,Tr«p|>e; it ts not the hope, it is the certainty of 
s»btaifii^g, not the frail and perishable goods of 
this world, but an etennai felicity, l^uppoTe them, 
if you pleafe, to bemiAaken in their ofnnfOB, k is 
^f Jittk UYtpctt-tance, ib they enterkin tlie perfua- 
fion ; the reconxpenfe they froraife thenEifelves be« 
ing greater than that of which you are in porfiitt, 
they derive mote pleaiare from fiogii^ ti>e praHts 
«f God^ than you in making your court : befide 
joa hate competitor and micertainty to torment 
ycHi^ they have no rivaU to fear^ ana are fiirc of 
aeceiviiw the reward of their labours t y«m reft- 
kfsiy a4>tre,. they pattently wait« Juog* tiben 
how much happier they ^re in their church than 
you \n the 0^7-i/f-&n^f . Thus, ffaouM tfieir 
inpiaion be fesiaded fai error, you Might net to call 
ffaem /mb, &nce they atv ytrtuoos, benefioetit^ 
•rfeful, and have found the way to make them« 
feives happy : but (ho&dd it be founded in truth, to 
what name wovdd ihey then be entitled, and What 
might you to be catted ? What willhe your lot in 

eternity 
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eternity^ and what theirs -f*? ...... 

Fee oiirf<^lves, <ny^ chilflreny nuy our refped and 
love for religion be increafed by the remembFaDce 
^ wb^t we have j)3ft feen^andheai'd T 

f. t*^? ridicu]m\4 pim^gyric itpojtt the monkj» of la Ti^ppe^, 
ana preference given thenv.oirer the fages of antiquity, acp 
feundedinaB ignorance or oblrrion of the fimpteii c$ all prin- 
ctpks, the Batnsie of virtue. It it the nature of virtue to feek 
the htz^t Q)£ ^tlfkcrSy iiicefiantly to labour for the iocreafe ^ 
thf happin^^, the ittformatioD, and the moral ex^ell^nce of 
mankina. Tw admire^ fays our amhorefs, the mfieritia cf pi-- 
Hf i UM/ tmi ^eafm- mAtrmnce rf 9w9tatai Why do we do fb I 
^Mnfe AooiMQs ipeat an a&ire Hie tn what the Atl^cniana 
<94k4 conpuptini; their \oi4ht that i^, in perpetiial practical 
leflbns qf moral and political energy ; becaiiie Diogeoea, wheo 
Ife wa8a&€d thereaibn of liis inflexible auifcerity, rq>lied : * It 
>^ift oaly^bT^ fliowiBg that the bealtlLaiid f^Ktty of a huxnaa. 
> iMIf^g aaa]p>]^ obtaineii with. ^ complete ?K«ac« of thi^ic' 
^|fai|i£;6a xh^fi I ^m jf^erfuad^ my coiit^pportfies howUttle va* 
"^ Inable are the ^ulg^nceft tney covet.* Thre mon^ of 1» 
T'rappc, as in effisA fiieeonfeflM, have no objedt of thk ibrt. 
Ve ought Co adfiMi: them, flie^«» haeaxX^ tb*jf hav^Jmnd 
^e vMty iaiM^ <n»A ttvf^at bt^pUufs. la this fureJy ihe^^ is 
nothing very fuhlime. We ought to admire thein becau^ 
they are ftiKid and «k^ in ftctmng to ihemfetwi ibe felicity of 
JuKfttiM. I csiB cBvy, but caaoot adnum, a man wiho only ihcwt- 
and tl|at h^ peiff^iftly vndeiiU|i4» his own interdl. Madamf. 
4^ 9r)}]firt felt ii^ a cerraip degree thefe objeiftiofis^ and thef<^- 
fore fays : dui you^ helf Min/noUdgpng tbrir merit in giving, v^oney. 
#» the f^ft ' Camyim deky that ibeir imihmtita of tht grounJ-Js t^ 
flii\ maetgivfit 4.good txam^k? It is not iijeqcflary to d«ny thift 
l/fL order^th^t much flrefs flipuM be laid upon it, it ouffht.t^ 
t»^ ihewn, I ft. That th«y havf thefe purpofes of ufenilliels^ 
principa^y in view; and idly, T)iat thefe purpofes of ufefa!- 
-ife& are as fiiblimd as thofe propofed by Diogenes and Socrates, 
■H istae'esMlipk of the tSdSt of fuperftitiba upon as enlightr 
efie4 voiod, u>at ought not foon to be forgotteb, to fee Ma* 
dame de Brulart comparing and preferring the fluggiih and 
vfeleis monks of la Trappe, to men who devoted every mo« 
meat of their Krvet to the a^ve iocreafe and propagation ol 
viir^e... T. * . ' 
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E arrived here yeftcrday, at midnight, in 
perfeS health, and cot at all fatigued, which is ' 
'extraordinary confidering all we hate done in the 
fix days we have been abfent. . . , . , . 
From Conches we proceeded to -Navarre*- A lady 
of Conches, who expreflcd a deiire to fee the 
princes while they were at fupper, gave us a de- 
fcription of the curiofuies of Navarre, adding, hat 
the moft charming fpeSacle was by rhc river fide, 
a female ruftic and a finicmian in coloured plaiftcr. 
Thcffe figures (he told us wercvfp natural, that one 
day a man on the oppofite fide fcolded the filher- 
tnan /of catching the Duke's carp, and perceiving 
the fifterman ftill to perfill, threw with indigna- 
tion a large (lone at him which broke one ot^hc 
arms*^ Tfie lady alTured us that it cod the duke 
an imnrienfc fum to repair this misfortune. • . 
From Conches to Navarre the didance is five 
leagues. . . The gardens of Navarre are in 
my opinion the moil beautiful beyond comparifon 
of any in France; they are of prodigious e^iLtent, 
and join to a vaft and fuperb foreft. The water is 
admirable; a large natural river fuhs through the 
gardens, forming dreams and cafcades which flow 
day and night and in every feafon of the year. The 
furprifing cffeS of ihadow ahd water^ fhe ma- 
jeftic foreft that completely inclofes and every 
where overlooks the gardens, the profiifion of 
flowers, the inexhauftible variety of rare fhrubs 
and trees, the magnificence of the works of are, 
the happy fites that are chofen for them, the pure 
tade and bold originality that extend through the 
\ di(li*ibution and plan, together with their immenfe 

extent. 
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extent, vender the place tiHity worthy the ciiriofity 
ofamatevtrs and foreigners. In the French part^ the 
moft remarkable ornaoient is« the Temple of Hebe ^ 
which every where delights us by the- different 
furrounding ob^ds^. flowers, profpeAs and caf^ 
cade^. In the Englilli part,, the raofl charming 
work, is th^ Temple of Lov^t upon an ifland of the 
fame name. ^ On the outiide it app^ai s a btfautifu4 
temple in ruins^ acbrned with fine ami<)U€s iii 
bas-relief. When you afe. entered evo-y thing 
feems Rke magic ;. the inclofure is one delicious 
rotunda^ wainfcotted with white marbk,, d)eco«- 
rated with arabefques^^ and fuppofted hy cryftal 
columns of a brilUanOi purple,, perfe^y tcanfpa* 
rent, and which, being the nnediacn through- 
which the light enters, ^ve a fplendid gloGilii to 
the. whole. Several altars enriched with gilded 
flatues of bronze,, upon which perfumes are per-- 
petually burning, are interfperfed among the co- 
lumns. . Rich paviJtons are phced at dif&rent 
openings. . The rotunda 19 Hghted by meaaa of a 
cupola at the, top, and the fight already mentioned 
which pafies through the columns. The furniturb 
of embroidery upon a ground of white ratin,.ia 
unfuitabte to the reft \ it ought to have been pur- 
ple fatin with fringes.of gold t I could farther have 
wifhed that the glaring of the cupola had beea 
(lained wifh purpte to correfpond with the^6-p« 
hjmus. Upoil finding ourfelves ia this enchiintM 
place a .reueSumt occurred to us which offered 4; 
unguJar contrafl: : we recoileded, that precifely; 
at^the fame , hour the ^preceding day we hM httit 
i» a celt of a^^monfc of la Trappe.— There, are, 
many things in this gfurden in a bad tafte^ but they 
are. flight defe^ amid numberlefs prodoo^iaanti 
bieaiuies^ For e:Kiunple, the grctt^ is ODttH^ 
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more thaa an un witldty and (hap^lefs mats ; yAAA 
is the niore. to be lafnemed^ as k is ferf con^* 
COOU8 and m a delightful 6(?uatiofi. I oavM have 
w^flied that inftead of this viHainems rodt there 
had be^ a iTempk of Ghry^ m which there mi^t 
have heon fufpended to the roof^ as the principal 
,&manieiir^ the fword of Maifhal Turemie. I 
Muld farther have wiflied "the temple to lunre been 
da^raled ivith the ilatiie of tbb faeroj atid the 
bas-relkfe to have T€^)refented his Tidories. In 
the ipafdens of Bienhetm, in .En^iand^ all the 
works tof ait are fo many glorious monwneins 
emblematical of thje exploits oi the Duke of Marl* 
boKOugh. The^iideias of l*<$ai^tTe, not ktferior 
to thoft of Blenheim, might have been rendered 
caul% iirterefting, by reminding us at every ftep 
or fome hero or glorious pet4od ^f French hiAorf . 
hrftead of thtt, there is t>n1y ereAed a tumiihis of 
ibd^ as a monvment to Tureane's war^horfe. 
Upofi the lop of this pafftry fKemoriai^ the peney 
(I in^an<^f8 oelebrated anitnal) \» teprefented by 
a hiif^iflti9i*e in bronze ; -at the four eomers of the 
"^yA is plaeed an urn of porphyry ; and the whole 
tftf^liMitSf as P*** lemw'kedy a piece of fomi- 
tt^eto %e iet on a c^mney-piece. Tht woman 
intf^fiftto^man of ^plaifter, fiotwilhflanding tite ad- 
immtion of the lady of Conches^ have ip point df 
IbMimity and elfeift pi>etty much <he ^me merit. 
But we muft fepgive the(e difparit^es in favour <^ 
the nimicrous and ^lAoniftitig hea«rties that every 
where strike us. Thepe-is an 'exprefs prohfbttiMi 
to <pia<4 tfte Howai^s^ -or kill any ef i^ game^yr 
•tber lyivds. Accordingly 'the -winged tribe wpt 
lAery nuwiet^ous^ ^ding a greater plentf of provi'^ 
iona hefe4ian^lKe¥i^ei<e, and the gardensha^re 
ft ii itigt if al hriftapcy 'and^ragyawce^ i4iave 
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abundance. This ceremony of pronouncing a be- 
nedidion on ^ new ihip ready to fail on a long and 
perilous voyage, might afford, I conceive, an ad- 
mirable fubjed of difcourfe, particularly when 

addrefled to a young man 

The rigging, and every thing relative to the vef- 
iel, were explained to the princes with great mt- 
nutenefs ; they alfo faw in the dock-yard two ua- 
•fininied fiiips on the (locks. 



La Moihe, \ Auguft 1788. 

A HERE have been brought to us every jnoi fl- 
ing fuch ihell and other fea fifh as we uerc de- 
firous of feeing alive. .V/e have already feen 
thornbacks, floupders, mullets, cod, a tunny, 
fome foidier or hermit crabs, ftar fiflx, and va- 
rious kinds of zoophites ^^ 



La Motbe^ H Augufi 17?^. 

W E have been this afternoon to fee a very An- 
gular village, about three leagues from hence, 
of the name of Cayeu. It is by the fea-fide, and 
confiib of about eight hundred houfcs. The bank 
ef the fea is in this place of conliderabie height, 
and is formed by a very fine fand, which the wind 
'drives from the coaft. Tl^e confequence is, that 

* In education no-obje^ft of inftruftion that i^rdcnts kfi^ 
' llMvld be defpifed; psurticnlarly when il docs iV>t interfere 
with more imporuntftudies, and we hate only to look before 
«iitMidalkQueftioD$« 
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the fand is again blown from this eminence^ and 
fcattered not only over the village, but to a great 
eJLtent beyond it \ fo that you canncft walk in this 
melancholy, country without being up to your an^ 
cle in fami, and as far as it extends, not a blade 
of grafs or nic^s, not a tree or (hrub is to beieen* 
. We fi^ht ftippofe oi^felves tntnfported to the 
dry and burning deferts of Arabia. Alio when the 
wind is violent, which frequently happens on the 
coaft, the fand is f-aifed in thick clouds in the air, 
and this unfortunate village is almoft buried under 
it. But an abundance of fifh, which give them a 
certainty of fubfiftence, retains the wretched inba- 
hitants to the fpot, in fpite of fo many calamities, 
and in fpite of the privation of fruits, herbs, frcfli 
water, and every convenience that nature cffe- 
where offers to the pooreft peafant. Their fitua^ 
tion appears to me the more deplorable from the 
eon(ideration that, at the didance of little more 
than a quarter of a mile, there are rich meadows 
and fertile corn-fields, which muft be to them a 
mortifying^ contrail. I have never experienced 
more painful fenfations than the afped of this vil- 
lage excited in me. On one fide the boundlefs 
ocean; on the other a vaft plain of white fand, 
intcrfperfed with the wretched huts of the fiiher- 
men; vegetation annihilated, a burning fun, 
doubly incommodious from the reflefiioa of ks 
rays on the glittering i^nd ; an obfcure air reih* 
dered unwholefome by continual duft ; the difmal 
roaring of the fea; in Ihorr, every thing feenis to 
concur to make this village the moil dreadful 
abode in the univerfe. Meanwhile it is inhabited ; 
it is even populous, and we fee a multitude of 
children.' How (Irong is the piower of habit and 
and the love of life ! Thefe fifliermen are cbntcm 

to 
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fo endure aII theft evib, upon condition of being 

free from inquietude^ w^ to the mean* of prolong- 

ing this miferable^lttftence. Wjiet 4tol fay ? Per- 

hajiis the majoiity of ihem^ whom we ragard 

witli pity, prefer this dreary land, wheiie: they 

• ^rew thar' firft breath, to the ferttk fields «f tbeir 

^ighbeurs \ flnce, as the poet whom you hi^ve 

-re^d obfenres, 

E inftinto di natara 
L.'amordel^atriomdb *; 

la obfeFving wh^t theje mxi can /enda4?«> not 
0ely without, d^fpair, Init with apparei^ cogent 
«nd «(vfe» YOM ought to adttiire the fort^yde from 
which it iprings, land of which thoie who have 
been cominuaily nur&d in the Jap of profperity 
can icarccly form an idea* Weep with the un- 
fortunate who finks under the wdght of his cala- 
mities; if you qannot meliorate hi^ Ipt^ deplone 
ftt leaft his fitu^tion, and partako bis forrow: 
•ev^y \»mT^ th^t fuffers has a claim i^pon the joom- 
l^aiSion of hi^ fcliow-^reature. But let more dig- 
.oified fentiments rife in your foul, gt fight of 
thofe who fupport tbeir pains with ierenity and 
lirmnefs. Let the eicample you have this day feen 
teach yoy to bear any mis£[>rtunes that may b^I 
youffelyes with fimilar couri^e,. Wkhthe{efiih- 
ermen ii» your remembrance, should y^^u not bluOi 
if the contradi^ioQS and nK>rtifiGations yeu might 
Ineet wkh m fociety we^e no m^t you peevifh 
jand i{I-ihui)|M>p£edy itjFOtt were \ob^^& dbwn 4>y 
an JrtMv:k of|ife¥eror abea4*(Ki«9f or were -to at- 
Io9r yourfolycp ia the ksil l^k ^ ibftqefs 
e&fobate ddioaqy ? 
* ^ . - • , 

I 7o2p^l|leiVtfM9dJlcft4«s^l4Bfiia^qfM(arp• 

Havri 
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£ ficft Ti&ed the ftrfienak^ a&erw;unds 4he 
Mole. ........... . . 

We iaw there a dreadful monument of the refllefs 
cupidity of men^ a iarge vtfSkl caikd a flaw JKp^ 
and demned &r the tranifortation of ncj^roes. It 
was extremely cumberfomei from the number 
ef cells k contained for the confinement of thefe 
frnfertunate beings. . . 



Mount SaiM Michael, 6Sefiigmier ijtS. 

. ; • . WC changed horfes at PonrorCm to 
reacjK this place, whi^h is only three leagu^ far- 
ther; but &r one whole league the road is eo^- 
ceedingly bad, and we travelled a confiderafble part 
of It on toot. It is at certain tjmes^ and mdeed or- 
dinarily, neceflary to bej^ovemed in this route by 
me ebb of the tjde, the road being impaSabie 
4it other times ; but the fea had How been at low 
water for feversd days; Whcrt we.arriyed it was 
totally dat^k, and the objei^ which qnder thefe 
clrcumftahces prefe|xte4 tbemlelves to our eyes 
were cxtremefy impr.^ffivc*. The coaft is faqdy 
•^nd barren ; the guides precede ybu with flam- 
befiux, and utter at every other moment horrible 
cries, to warn youof certain de<p hofes and.dan« 
gerous plactfs that intercept ^oyr ftegrelk i qn »c* 
oouiU of thefe it is aieceflary to make a dioufand 

f ircniittw 
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circuitous windings. The fort was illuminated in 
compliment to the pdncesy and appeared to be as 
it were at our feet full half an hour before we ar- 
rived. The bells were alfo rung» and their mourn- 
ful and funereal found fwelied the melancholy im- 
preffion that was made by the furrounding obje^ 
Well might it have been faid c^ this caftle £n the 
language of the. poet^ 

Natare's;abhorrencc, <»n a jock it (^9ii<]s,. . 
; ' Whofe barrea £ummit feems to touch the ikies*. 

. . . • ' 

No imagination indeed can fuggefl: an image of 
height and declivity that can keep pace with this 
obje3 : and its afped is rendered more ftriking^ 
by its towers, its fortifications, and its venerable 
gothic architedure. Wefirft ehtered into a citadet 
where the people of the place, dreffed in uniform 
and accoutred with mufkets, waited to receive us. 
There are no tcoops here but in M«iae of war ; up- 
on bihier occafions the prior of the convent is the 
commandant of .the fort.. Next to the citadel we 
were prefented with the view, of the town, which 
is very fmall and feems to be very poor; it con- 
iifts of one long and uncommonly narrow ftreet^ 
in which every ftep you. take is a fteep afcent^. 
and in a courfe per|>etuaUy winding and kregular. 
It| is impofllble to proceed along it otherwife than 
on foot- On^the prefem^pccafion every houfe was 
illuipninated^ and the inhabitants colleaed at their ' 
doors. After, having climbecj along this ftfeet fbc 
half an hoyr, efcorte;d by ^11 the inonks. and mapy 
$ittendants with lanten^y we l^ft. the houfes and 

' '* Sur un rocher defert,, reflfroi deU nature. 
. nont rari<k<f(inimet fcmhlc toucher aux cieux. 

capfic 
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came to z flight of fteps of about four hundred in 
number, very deep and difficulr, and covered 
with briars and ihofs. The afcent is now nnd then 
interfperfed with, little efplanades where you reft 
yourfelf for a moment. It is impoilibie to inor 
gine any thing more tirefome than this climbing ; 
and, though the weather was not hot, it occafi- 
oned a violent perfpiration. At length we entered 
into a fpacious chapel, of which the choir is very 
fine and ^ery noble : we were then in the con- 
vent. After having crofled the church, we af- 
cended another ftaivcafe which led to a feries of 
apartments large and handfome. There is farther 
.a belvidere placed upon the top of the fort, with 
an afcent to iV of four hundred fteps from the level 
of thefe apartments. The air is very keen, but 
Sufficiently wholefome. They have a fupply of 
ciftern water which is not unpalatable. The win-* 
ter is extremely rigorous, and begins early Jn the 
Xeafon of autumn : fuitry and hot weather inhere 
unknown. To fome of the houfes in. the town 
there are very fmall gardens, and fome of the in- 
habitants keep cows y but the monks are obliged 
.to procure neceffaries from other places, even 
bread, which is never made here on account cf the 
dearnefs of fuel : they have no fupply nearer than 
Pontorfon. It is very feldom and by mere accident 
that they have any fifli upon the coaft : thruft out 
therefore as they are upon a tongue of land, they 
are obliged to buy it elfewhere. About a league 
and a half from hence ther6 is a furnmer habita- 
tion belonging to the convent, with a fine garden 
and a plentiful fupply of vegetables. The monks 
are twelve, and they receive no novices. It ap- 
pears to me, that they feek a& far as is in their 
power to aUeviate the misfortune of their pqfoners; 

They 
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They afltired to that riicy never kept A«m in Con- 
'ftanf rethaint, unfcfsthiy had pofithrc %mi parti- 
cular orders from the ling for that purpofe, and 
that even very frequently they indtslged them with 
excurfions in the neighbourhood. ' I queftiened 
them about the famous iron cage : tifey told me 
it wa« not made of iron, but of wood, the bars 
exceedingly maffive and thick, a^d the diftancc 
between them of the breadth of three or fenr 
fingers. It is now fifteen years fincc any prifoner 
. iias been conftantiy confined in this cage; but t^ey 
crften put their prifoneVs into it, when they are 
mifchievous, as they fay, for one or two days, 
though the place be exceffive damp and unwhole- 
fome, and though ttiere be another place for their 
confinement as ftrong and of no injuriotte effed. 
t tcftified furprife at this account. • . . • . 
*The prior anfwered me, that it was his iittention 
ibnle day to dfeflroy this monument of cruelty. 
Infiantly Madem(M(eIle and- her brothers exclaim- 
ed, that it woirid give them inexpreflible pieafure 
to be prefent at fuch a cataftrophe. The prior re- 
pfied,'tfaat h^ con(idered kimfetf as periedtjat 
KbeVty in this refpeft, and would therefore in- 
dulge their wlfli to-morrow morning : it wilt cer- 
•tainly be the moft delightful compliment that hof- 

ritality and kindnefs have any where paid yow. 
fleep in the chamber which was lately that of 
the Abb6 Sabathier, the iifuftrious martyr of fo 
glorious a caufe*. The monks cannot fpeak of 
Eim at this moment but with yeneratbn and love. 

• For opppfing defpotUhi. 
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Saint Mah^ 7 Stpunthr^ Mfaftef 
nine m the i^emng, 

. JL HE foHowing. are the particulars of what w« 
law this morning before we quitted MotiiU Saiftt 
Michael. The priofj together with the monksi 
Ivro carpenters^ aSwifs belonging to the caftle^ 
and the greater part of the prifonersi for we faod 
defired they might be prefent, jiecompaiiied us to 
the ]^ce whete this terribly cage was indoTed, 
To ariive at it we were obliged to pafs througji 
Ibch dark fubterraneous paflages, that it was ne* 
ceflary to have flambeauit : atid ^fter deicendiiig^ 
variety of fiair-cafes, wer at lejigth reached the 
fjpot. The cage was extremely xiarrow in its dt** 
fnenfions^ and was placed in a dan^ cave, where 
the water ran in dreams. I entered with f^Knu 
of horror and indigiuibn^ tempered by the ple^ 
ing refledion, that at leaftj thanks to the benevo* 
lent interference of my pupils^ 90 on&rtunate 
^idim would hence&rth painfully riimiAatein tUa 
dreadful abode on his own fuiFerings and the cm* 
«ky of mankind. M, de Chartresjgav^ the &il 
blow of the axe to this cage. The carpeitters th^a 
demolifhed the door and other parts^ of it. I have 
never witnefled any thing more affeSing than the 
tranfports, the (houts and acclamations of the pri« 
foners, during the deiTioUtion. It was fiirely the 
fird tiiTie that thcfe vaults had ever relbunded with 
the cries of joy« In the midft of this tumultuous 
ecflacy, I was ftrudc with die melancholy and dif* 
mayed appearance of the Swifs^ who regarded this 
ipedacle with the istmoft chagrin. I comniuni*- 

cateip 
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catccf my remark to the prior, who in&rmed me 
that this man regretted the deflru3ionof the cage, 
kecaufe it had been his office to (hew it to (Grangers. 
The Duke de Chartres gave two louis to this Swifs, 
telling him, that inftead of the cage, he might in 
future Ihew to travellers the place where it had 
ftood, which Vould certainly be a more agreeable 
fight to them .... . . . . . After at- 
tending mafs, we took a view of the whole houfe, 
where we faw an enormous wheel, by means of 
which, with cables, heavy provifions for the ufc 
bf the fort are rai fed from the flrand on the outiide, 
and conveyed through a window into the caOIe. 
We walked upon the terraces or parapets, which 
arc very high. The view from hence is on all 
(ides adnnii able : you fee Mont Tomblainef which 
IS larger than Mount Saint Michael, but not inha- 
bited. It abounds with excellent rabbits, and is at 
^he diftance of about three quartern of a league, 
^hich appears incredible: for as, like Mount 
Saint Michael, it is in an ifolated fituation in the 
iea,' and there are no furrounding objeds that 
ihould enable us to judge bycomparifon, it feemed 
to lis exceedingly fmall, and not farther off than a 
hundred paces. We afterwards faw what is call- 
ed the Hali ^ the Cktvalierty which is targe and 
handfome, and fopported by columns. It derive^ 
its name from its being a cullom with the cheva- 
liers of the order of Saint Michael to vifit this 
mountain . . . The library is a very poor 
one, which mortified me, from the confideration 
how ufeful a good coHe^ion of books would be to 
the prifoners, Superftrtious tradition relates, that 
Saint Michael wrought miracles upon this moun- 
tain, at that time inhabited by hermits ; that af- 
terwards the Satnt ordered huildiogs to be ereded 
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on It, and It was at firft calkd Mont -de Tombe, oa ' 
account of its form. The ancient dukes of Nor-., 
mandy and other princes have made piigrimagea^ 
to this mountain, and prefents which we faw in 
the treafury of the church. Pilgrimages are ftUl 
made to this place, and we were loaded with me** 
dais and little filver Aells, which are given to pil^ 
grims on fuch occafions. . . ^ • • • «. 
We obtained for a number of prisoners a permiffion 
which they requeued with eamefinefs, that of ac- 
companyipg us to the bottom of the caftle. Among 
tliem was pne^ who had been confined fifteen 
months, without having been once fufFered to 
leave the top of the fort. When he found himfelf 
om of the con vent, upon the little efplanade, and 
particularly when he faw the grafs on the fteps of 
the defcent, he felt an emotion, of joy that no 
words can defcribe ; he gave me his arm, and ex- 
claimed with tranfport at every ftep, 0/*^ how de» 
Irghtful it is to walk upon tie grafs * / . 

I am charmed with having had an opportunity 
of feeing this melancholy but lingular place, this 
amphibious caftle, rcjeaed in turns both by the 
fea and land ; for this mountain;- during one part 
of the day, is an infolated ifland in the midft of the 
waves, and during the othei: part is defcrted by the 
water, and fituated on avail extent of dry land. 



Lamhaile, 8 Septemhr I78B. 

... . WE have fcen at Saint Malo a very 
lingular inilance of what may be done by afiivity 

* On our arrival at Pa^is, wc made various attempts in 
Ills favour, "but to no purpofe. M. de Chartres, however, 
■had the felicity of procuring inflantly the releafe of one of 
•chefeprifooers, sad of co&tributi&g to that of apothcr. 

and 
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$ini induilrjr united. Fifteen years ago^ a mer- 
chant of the name of DutxHS live4 in that town, 
y0heft affairs were in a ruinous ftate. Find- 
ing himfelf deftirute, he was pn the point of (ailing 
iof the indies, when a v^Sei^ which bad been 
fuppoied to be loft, entered the port. Dubpi$ 
waa one of the principal {proprietors of this veflef | 
which had gained fueb in^menfe wealth, that his 
fliare amounted to fix hundred thoniand Uvres 
(a5,oool*). With this fum he made other ad- 
venfures, in which he was fuccefifuf. He then 
obtained permiflion to conftru<9t a port at his own 
expence, at a place called Mmtmmn^ a (hort 
league from Saint Malo. This port is finiihed, and 
is an exad miniature refemblange of that of ExeHn 
Dubois has built there a hand fomehoufe, in which, 
he refides, and his occupation is that of building 
fliips for falc. This portion of land, acquired by 
labour and induftry, is thus become th^ property 
of Dubois, and is a kind of republic founded and 
governed by himfelf. The workmen are nume- 
rous, for every thing is manufa3ured on the fpot ; 
ropes, cables, fails, mafls, planks, Src, He lends 
money to naval adventurers, who Jn that cafe lay 
up their veflfels in his harbour as a fecurity for the 
repay nient. There are fix of this kind at this mo- 
ment in the harbour, with flags of different na- 
tions. This fingular man is extremely hofpitable^ 
and receives ilrangers and thofe who come to fee 
him with the greateft dvility. 



mn* 



£ • . • • GAiLtX)N«S4 fingular village^ 
witbb the diftrid of the iittie town of Langeais. 

All 
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All itie 4iaures of QaiUqn are buOt ia the cockt 
whic^ five9 cfiem a very extraocdiaary appear*^ 
ance? the doors to feme of them are at a cx>afi^ 
derable height^ and th^re'isiio way of aicendif^ 
but by meaiK of a moveabk ladder^ wkich b tafcea 
away at «ti%ht. Many of theft doors are aotliing: 
more tluin large bFancKes of ttees crofing^eadi 
otfrer, iviiich gives a wild and uncinfirai aie^ 
that is^'iik my.opinkm very agreeaUe. • ; . . 
• . We faw aaofheriritt^e of tkb kind ia the 
lad ftage bat oae ^fore our arrival at Toun^. 
caHed Safnt IB/Jvuar le rechigni, We alighted 
from the carriage, and eitteredonet»f tfaefe extra<i> 
ordinary habitations : it was very neat in the iiw 
fitfa^ and the room into which 'we were admitted 
was <3f a tderable fi^ : filch a room they told «!» 
might be dug with eafe by two men in five 
months. 



Taris, ^OS^tyBS. 

4 

.: . . . , WE have been to day to fhfe 
Sorbonne. . , . • The church b beautiful, 
and is a miniature reprefchtation of Saint PauPs at 
London, and confcquently of Satnt l*etcr*s at 
Rome. The momiment of Cardinal'de Richlieu, 
by Girardon, is greatly inferior to his refnitation. 
It is compofcd of three figures. Religion fupport- 
ing thcCardinal^ andScicnce lamenting his deaths 
the latter figure is in a fine attitude, and has greit 
expreflion ;' but the deiign is in a bad tafte, an4 
the figure clumfy and heavy: the arm upon whk* 
the head is reclined is ridiculoafly ftort ; the dr»> 
pety of the ^oaardiaal, whidi ftls'iaianumerable 

folds, 
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fpldsy deferyes no eftimatton : the figure of Reli- 
gion is cold and unmeaning. M. Myris hasobr 
ferved to you that the 6gure of Science is ferviiely 
Qopted from Pouflin, being a figure in one of his 
facraments-«*M^ Extreme Un^hn. Pouffin died 
in 1665, ^"^ ^hc monument of Cardinal de Rich- 
lieu iMras ereded 1694. . • . In the internal 
government of the Sorbonne there is a particular 
that deferves to be noticed. The prior is always 
chpien from the youngefl members of the fociety ; 
he continues in the office for a year; but the 
fundions annexed to it are difcharged by certain 
old and experienced members. In this we have 
prefentedtous an excellent moral : they accord to 
youth the general objed of its ambition, honour 
anddiilindion; to age and mature experience they 
entruft the condod of affairs. 



ParU, 21 O^ol^er 1788. 

VV E have this day vifitcd the prifon of Vin- 
cennes; wefirftfaw the dungeon. We were in 
the apartment that was inhabited by the great 
Cond^ : that of Cardinal Retl. is no longer known. 
Thefe apartments have three maffive doors com- 
pletely (iudded with iron; each having, befide a 
jock, three enormous bolts* The chimneys are 
grated up on the infide; the windows are ex- 
tremely high, very fmall, and fortified with three 
rows of iron bars. When we confider all this, 
we are aftoniflied that a prifoner fhould ever have 
formed the projeS of making his efcape : but the 
beautiful verfe of Dante, 

Lafctate ogni fperanzi voi qu' entante * ! 

* Farewel hope to thofc who. enter here ! 

is 
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is only applicable to hell ; and there is no door of 
a prilbn upon which it can with propriety be 
written. As long as he breathes man preferves 
and cheriihes hope; and this at leaft is a bleiling 
of which tyrants have dot the power to rob him. 



Furls ^ 31 Od^ber 1788. 

WE have been to the Luxeni- 

bourgh to fee the gallery of Rubens, containing a 
complete hiftory of Mary de Medicis. The fol- 
lowing are the moft excellent of thefe paintings i 
That. in which Love lliews to Henry the portrait 
of Mary de Medicis ; while Wifdom, under the 
figure of Minerva, appears to recommend to the 
king a union with this princefs. The accouche'^ 
ment of the queen is a chef d'oeuvre worthy the re- 
putation of this great artift. We fee diftinOily in 
the countenance of the queen the two expreflions 
of joy and fuflFering. The head is turned a little 
afide, and the body full in front ; an attitude that 
is commonly devoid of grace, but this figure is ' 
grace itfelf : it has alfo an air of dejedion perfeSly 
in nature. Behind the queeii (lands Lucina, whofe 
cold and tranquil vifage forms an excellent contraft 
with that of the princefs, which is full of expreffion:- 
The apotheofis of Henry the Fourth is alio an adi- 
mt^abie pi Sure. ...... 



\ TO Saint Roche. Saw the 

tomb of Madame de la Vive, who died at the age 
Vol. T* L •£ 
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and glafa betd% aod tifluc^ &c.,; and that whea 
we ^nter your hbufet we fhall not imagine our* 
felves m tke apartment oif « ni(/ woman -full of 
childish and ridiculous fancies. <• « ^ . . • 



Saint'AJftJfgy Saint-P$riy Un hngue^ 
Jrom Farit, ly^Marcb 1790. 

,:..., FROM Saint Affiffe we 
went oh foot hy the -woods to Saint 'Port, to fee ' 
an intereifting monument in the church erefied by 
my aunt. An this edifice, in purfuance of his 
will, the heart of the late Duke (TOrleanshas been 
buriect* In the article of his will exprcflive of this 
difpoiition, he has added his ho^e that fhe afies tf 
the lady oflht manor mould hereSfter bt united to his 
ozvn. You defcend a few fteps which are termi- 
nated by a marble door belonging to the vault ; 
the door is detached from its place in the frame, 
and lies on one fide; thus ingenioufly expreffing 
that tiiQ iwii^ is ftill ke|^t open to receive the body 
of another tnmate, an idea whidi couWl not have 
been mar« happily conveyed. Oh the door is ifi» 
fcribed the article of the will of the1ate<luke which 
refers to this fuhjeS ; and this infcrtptvien fcenw 
alfo^to be a lucky thought. At the condufion of 
the extrad my aunt has farther fiib>oiaed 4— TAif 
momimaid'isc9mfeer4tUd to this mkle perfon^tf wUk 
frrdments ^ ^V/, re^eM^ jmd grotihtde^ in e»^ 
'J)e3ation.ofths msofHOit ^hmMtUfidifif^fithnsfosU 
be tdtima^Jf obeyed. Infiead of the taft dauft, I 
Oiould hftve be^n glad that it had been ttrta^ 
thus: m oxft^atfon c/* tAt moment when tkhdoor 

h % Jbafi 
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fiall chfe never to he opened more. It feems to mt 
that this ftyle would have fuitcd the ftibjeS, and 
fuggefted a more awful idea. In other refpcd?, 
the general idea is new and ftrikiri^, and wonby 
of the underftanding and chatader of her in whole 
-mind it originated. 



26!h. 

THIS gardeti, laid out in 

the Englifli tafle, would be very beautiful if it was 
lefs crowded, and had fevv-cr narrow winding paths, 
which is the common defeS of almoft all gardens 
tjf this kind in France. There is in it a tomb in 
wliite marble of a little dog. Thefe puerilities arc 
extremely abfurd; and. I hope that my pupils 
fliould they ever form a garden, will rejcQ fuch 
Trivolous ornaments wliich, common as they are, 
are proofs of a very corrupt tafte. 
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; V . . . I AM illocked when I fee a 
melancholy eient made the fubjefl; of an orna- 
rrient in a garden, as the death of a mother, a 
child, *&c:; wnlefs the monument is placed in 2 
fdlilary fituation, and ftparaled from the garden. 
It is itn zSt of profanation to expOffc it to the view 
of ^very one that pi(tes. For if an entertainment 
be '^'wtti in the garden, the company will dance 
and frngj'with this tTwnumertt of forrow and death 
before their eyts ; the daily viiltors will indulge in 
gay con<rerfation at the foot of this funeral column ; 
and if it be well executed, weftafl hcarthem con- 
tirAT.^liy repeating :**^The/ttuatkn if this monument 

' ha: 
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has a charming effeB, AH this is terribfc : good 
taftc is always offended with indccoruiT?^ parti- 
cularly in things of ientimtnt. 



i«MM 



; • . . . AT the other extremity of the 
garden is a handfotne ruftic temple^ the inGde cf 
which is delightful. It is dedicated to Hope ; \il 
thfi reprefentation of which the artifl has difplayed 
great ingenuity. She is leaning upon an anchor ;. 
at her feet is a bird's .ne(l» emblenaatical of the 
pureft and fweeteft hope of life, that of maternal 
tove ; and as hop&is top often. founded on illulions^ 
the 6gure is futrpunded by chimeras*^ 'J'he chi- 
merical perfojiages are introduced upon a fmall 
(bale as acceflbries^ and are painted in the Tufcaa 
manner. There are four: one figure holds hs 
chimera ctofely embraced ; another is in the a^ 
of careiSng and exprefling ^fFeSion ; a third is 
giving it fuck J and a fourth whipping it* chimera 
with a bouquet of rpfeSs This laft idea wants 
clearnefs and perfplcuity ; and I fhould have been 
better pleafed if the painter for his fourth fubje^ 
had found fome mode of expreding the unhappi- 
nefs of him who had ridded himfelf of his chimera!, 
The group recals to our memory the fine idea of 
Sir ^ihua Reynolds, who has reprefented Hope 
with her arras (Iretched out towards heaven, and 
her eyes fixed with eagernefs upon the fleeting 
clouds. The Ajaguenefs of this idea conftitutes its 
beauty, and admirably typifies the nature of Hope, 
which has always in it fomething loofe, unde-i 
cided, and uncertain. 

^ Reprefented un<ler the form that fable defcribes them. 

L 3 12 Junfi 
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. . . . « WE. luute. fcen in the cell of 
CMC of the monks of this convent a refinement of 
crudity of which I could have formed no idea. 
'Vhis monk hsrs a canary bird^ which he has con- 
/Ined in a cage for ten years. The poor bird has 
foT a perch a flcndcr rod of wood (iif^ended like 
the bwm of a balance ; wBen^ he afights at ont 
end, the perch bf its motfon ppons' the door on 
die oppofite fide of the cage, atrf tftc bird flics ca- 

ferfy towards this door, which flhits the moment 
e qnhis tire extremity of the bafance : the canary 
bird then alrghts on the other extremity rf the 
pecch, and in Kke maimer opens the door on the 
contrary fide. Thn» has this unfortinTate Rttte 
prifoner continually before him the image of ff- 
berty, without being ever able to enjoys it f This 
fbuck me as a diaboRcal ttiTention. It is probable 
tbs^ the monk wears with repet the chain be has 
taken, and that his ibuly envenomed' by this regret, 
U become crud. Vices produced by reftrarnt and 
ikverf havea chara£lcr of meannefstiot to be fcetj 
in men that are free. 



Cbmikl^ Convent of Saint Mttryy 13 ^ufy I7fg. 

. , i . . • A F^W days ago we were 
at the Champ dfe Mars, to (ce the works that are 
carrying on: it exhibited a ftriking and pathetic 
pi^re, and I could not help pitymg thofc whom 
a party Ipifit renders incapaUie of en}oyiag the de- 
licious 
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Itctous fenCitipns we felt. Wheelbarrows were of- 
fered to my pupibf who. inoimediately went to 
workj and that not m jed^ but with ferions appli-- 
cation^ aitd for the fpace of an hour. 



x8 ^vguft 178^9.. 

VV ]p have bee&io Ivii-Ai«>Sein« to fee ^ hosgk 

rfM. D**^ .... Tke ^arde»are iarge^ 

tot i^arfwbit ap uieqMality xS furkce ; on ^e con« 

firasy^ H H itfie eon^inimL kvel i there ane howe<«^ 

y0t fomio fifttA fecefts which hiave a "very iM^ 

j^S^ afip^tnpGe. There are vairiou^ littk erec^ 

tu^mt cifctiMcs ^. that idb not flit ali oarrefpomi 

WHh their muauoti, which if grand and moble, and 

ky «i0aieant ruftic and piSurefque. - I could wiilt 

tiwat ^aft wepe fown, zti^ beamifd temple 'hi 

Etmid^ ere&ed on die moA AHijeiiic 6te.. An 

Eoriiffa gardea c^ never be hewitiful vnlefa the 

artSidal cre^iQR& correfpond wida their firuatbri' 

^iid the liatiHre of the iandfcape ; a^ nite that is too 

cecBiUfaily negleded.' A ruin in a Solitary place^, 

and fiirroutided wkii oM trees, would h«ire a much 

iMippten effi^d than iii the front c^ a hoaft, or in 

Ibe tnidft of a new plantaiioa: grotto$> cafcade&^ 

Md rocks^^ flfeould.^ environed by nK)iHitain« and 

precipices :: a pyramid^ or an olxliik, den^utds a 

nohle (ke^ and not a rural tandicape ; it i» abfurd! 

to fJace a CShinfcfe pa^tiioB on a (pot that Nature 

haB^ferted: in^ibort, the fitting and the proba^* 

Ue {hocM in all cafes^ be taken into the c^m^^fK 

nation^ or nothing wiU be produced i>ut gewg^f 

0^ oiDBfler^ 

L 4.- ^iJtily 
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^3 J'^b ?7S9- 

DEPARTED from 

Pont-aux-Damesat eleven o'clock, pafled Chaptllt 
fur Crecyf which is a charming hdufe; flopped 
three hours and a half at Mauptrtius : the houfe is 
a pleafing one, and che gardens vad and delightful. 
We firfl walked in the Elyfium,. which is themoil 
beautiful part. It is a large wood, the ground of 
which is extremely unequal ; but the ilopes and 
afcents are gentle, and not at all fatiguing. The 
wood is formed by trees of a moft majeftic (ize and 
height ; there are youftg trees interfperfed lunong 
them, and fmali clumps of willow&of a different 
verdure. The paths are interfered by an infinite 
number of ftreams, and frequently by a liver fo 
large, that everv now and then we had to pafs 
rudic bridges placed acrofs. At every flep you 
perceive fountains of a clear water, which are 
formed into cafcades, and are always flowing. 
One thing I remarked in the Elyfium which ap- 
pears to me ingenious: there is a fingle place in 
which it was impoffible to hide the wall that forms 
the inclofure; the wall is very high, and fug- 

f;eAed tlie idea of converting it mto an ornaiffent. 
n that place the ground is confiderably rifmg, 
and the wall appearing only from the top of the 
hill is crowned with parapets, and flanked at one 
end by. a fort with cannon. Nqthing is wanting ta 
CRh^nce the effed but that the fort (hould tiave 
Wen * largfcr, it being too mean in proportion to 
tiie obje^s that furround it. In the ElyiGum there 
13 alfo a ruftic temple, fupported with trunks of 

trees. 
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trees, infle^rd of columns ; the idea is common 
and trite, and I cannot fay pleafes me, the general 
effe(£i partaking of a magnificent iitile congruous 
to the rudenefs of the materials. Undoubtedly* 
they ihought a building wanting in this place, 
which fhould neither exhibit an exquifite refine- 
ment, nor.be ahogether coarfe: and this idea is 
tafleful and good; for the wood, though rural in- 
ks general features, has I know not what of ele- 
gant and ftriking in it, that would have ill aflbrted 
with a fimple cottage. Bat however we judge of 
the temple, its fituation is certainly delicious; it 
is funounded with cafcades of a fpark ling* beauty, 
the water of which is pleafing both to the eye and* 
the palate. We dined m this temple, andthegar-^ 
denertolJ iis that the place was always open to the 
curious y and that erery one, without being known 
%o the mafter of the houfe, might bring his dinner 
and eat it in what part of the garden he pleafed r 
this proceeding is full of afFablenefs and hofpita* 
fity. As we afcend to the higheft part of the Ely- 
fium, the (cene tnfenfibfy changes its features,; 
and, as we advance farther, wears a romantic ani 
uncultivated ain At the end is a hermitage filent 
and tranquil, and at its foot a beautiful fountain. 
k is pity that the (latute which is placed here is 
not better ; and perhaps, in a retreat where the 
hand of nature only is vifibfe, and which Iooks> 
{ik^ the dwelling of fome ftiepherd fwain, a foun- 
tain covered with mofs, and half falling into ruins,* 
would have been more fuitable than then marble* 
bafin, which has too new and too poliflied an 'air. - 
When we left the Elyfium, we followed a path' 
that led us to a magnificent bridge, fronfi Which 
is prefented to our vicwthe moft beautifu^Jceoe 
in the whole garden* In front ^)f the btidg^ is a* 

L 5 grand 
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fp2ni maufoleiun, round which flows the water 
of the nv€u The mauibkuiu la itfelf wouhf have 
been but a trifling aad a conunon object, but thi« 
(ituation renders it origiojil and new ; aiul the in- 
venWn is the naore ingenioiia becaufe the poribn 
to whom it was erected was an a.^iralf A^iraJ 
de Cotigni) whole remains are aSually depofited 
in this numument: the interior of the imufoleuofi 
is not lefs beautiluL To the right of the bridge 
ka majefticpyranud^ with a very handibme door, 
mnd an aroide of cc^umss; the tnfide is a grotto, 
3ind is very (Iriking from its loftinefs, its grandeur , 
and the beauty of the finiOiing. There is another 
door of lefs fplendid ftruflure^ which looks u]>on 
a country rude, rugged, and barren. The other 
parts of the garden are not lb beautiful, but they 
are all agreeable, and the whole defign was &rm« 
•d by M* de Montefquiou himfelf. M. de "^ "^ "^^^ 
in a raiidom remark, made the finefl eubgium of 
this delicious fblitude. Aninuted with the enthu*- 
fiafin^the fcene, he cried— *Mi, // u mt psfflile 
i/f^ tkf tott&ivfr imd prop>r-ifl$r 0fMi ^arnkn flmM 
hf 4 man ffefniUiw / It was a cbarining obfervar- 
tif^i for nothing cm be more natural ti^an to gob- 
^ive tbdrt he wba was able to d^lipifuch a retreat 
IHH}] j ftel littk pleafure in the tumult of a ceurt. 
The in^xpreiSble beauty which 2»kb th« highcft 
gmad t9 this fpot no w^rds can defi^ribe, becaufe 
it depends chiefty upon the delicate^ but never- 
failing tafte that formed the out^line, and-diftri- 
bated the parts. U is thus in ai) produiBioosof ex<» 
cellence» every thing feeoas fpontaneous, yet no- 
tjmg W done without mature defi|[n : henoe they 
90f9W^r rich without profufion, various without ir- 
r^ul^rity* harmonious und contfJefae is all their 
IM^ a^. ¥reU.«« i|^thc^iprea« wbolr. We aU^ ob- 

fervid 
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ffervfrd tftal tfiete \9^t an air of nobility tiiit more 
or left drflFiilcd itfclf over the fpot; artd of which 
yotf m^htdtfcovcrthe featarcs even, in thofe parrs 
that fctttrted nioft rode and neglcfted. There was 
net i, fingfe ftetie in th^ petty taite of a Dutch or 
a Ftemifh painftin^ ; indeed ijever upon any occa- 
fipn liav^ Iften (o thoroughly reafeed the woods,. 
the meadows, the thickets, which Pouffin has 
pamted and the befl: poets defcribe : every thing 
fuggcfts^to. u$ t!ic period of heroes and the golden 
age.. * , ... Maupertiqs is fifteen feagties 
from Fans, and the road to it is. remarkably good.. 



6 September 1790., 

». . . . i . WEhaveb^n for fome days 
at Charenton with the I^athei's of Charity. . . 
Tiiefc fathers aflbred' us that the raving lunaritt 
were' commonfy cured, but the tranqurle or rne- 
lanchofy ones feWcym or ever. The reafon is, that 
for the fornier there are phyfical remedies whida. 
are ufrtvcriajly known, as bleeding, the ice bath, 
&c* but Ifor the fatter the remedies njuft be tporal 
ones, and the phyficiaffs philpfophcrs : fuch.phy- 
fidant however arc feldom found among the fa- 
cultyj ai?*d are hot attired iTi\the regalia of the • 
cdlege. From what I obferved in thw houfe, tt 
appeared to me hnpoffible that the meta^choly hi- ' 
natics fltouW ever recover their realbn. Witlioot 
perceiviiig the conftqtiehces of To cruel a praftice, 
tbetr madnefe is made a &bjed of aniufemfjent ; • 
perlbn^ Avx^ them into <:ofavetfat!on, reply tb 
their vague and ektramgatit falHes, talk madty 
with thdh, and thus augment and radicate the 

diftcmper. 
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diftemper. I have had the care ©f many children 
and grpwn perfpns delirious, from a fever, 9nd I 
have always obferved that by continually talking 
to them and anfwering them, as nurfes commonly 
do, thq delirium has been increafed ; whereas by 
mildly perfuading them to be filent, by pacifying 
and toothing them, by replying to them in a 
proper manner^ and fo as to preferve the thread 
of the difcourfe, the delirium has afways abated, 
and often totally fubfided. The monks told us an 
extraordinary circumftance, which is, that by 
ihrcaiening thtmwith the cold baih and other pur 
niihments, they obtained from the moft raying 
and unmanageable patients 6ve hours perfed G- 
lence and quiet every night : this mode was adopt- 
ed that thofc who were difpofed to fleep might 
not be difturbed by their cries. If this faS be not 
exaggerated, and I believe is not to be, for all the 
monks afTured us of its truth, it proves that in the 
' moft perfect derangement of intelle£t itian flill pre«" 
ferves foim remains of reafbn and felf-govern- 
ment. . . . . We faw a fpecies of madnefs 
of a novel kind, in a young ariftoctat rendered in- 
fane by the revolution, and I believe beyond the 
>power of cure. His madnefs is that of fuppoiing 
himfelf to be dying, and that the earth is opening 
to fwallow him up. He is continually feeling his 
pulfe, and faying in. a ftifled voice : / die. . . 
I fink into the earth, . ; . , and he lays 
bold of the obj^£l neareft hini in a manner flrik* 
ingly expreffive of grief and terrpr. We felt for 
him flrong emotions of pity ; but we flattered our- 
felyes that were the head of a democrat to be de« 
ranged, he would not difplay this finifter kind of 
madnefs ; pat? iptifm and the love of liberty would 

preferve 
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preierve a ebarader of fublimity more like the en- 
thuitafm of infpiratioD than the fombre reveries of 
a vulgar maniac. 

mmmmmmmmmmmm 
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29 September 1790. 

. . . . THE ch^iteau (of Chilly),, of which 
Metezeau was the archited, was built by Mar- 
ihal d'Effiaty fuperintendant of the finances. It is 
remarkable that all the fuperb houfes, refembling^ 
our royal palaces, have been built by fuperinten* 
dants or comptrollers-general of the finances "^^ 
a fpedacle which, thanks to the national afTembly^ 
we (hall never more behold. Thefe men muft 
have had an aftonifhing degree of effrontery to 
have thus difplayed, with fo much pomp and 
fplendour, the fruits of their depredations. When 
the arifloci ats boail of the advantage of the eid or-- 
der of things we fliould fend them to Vauz^ 
Chilly, Maifons and other places, where are to be 
feen thefe fhameful monuments of the infatiable 
cupidity of placemen, the imbecility of kings, 
and the oppreflion of the people. I would fend 
them 6n this excurfion not to convert them, for 
this prodigality is the thing they regret, but at 
lead to (hame them into filence. 



** 4 Nvoemher 17^* • 

lOlNCE the month of February of the prefent 
y-'^ar 1 790, we have travelled, to fee new houfes 

* There are amono^ other inftances (befide Chilly), Mai- 
fons, which eoft twenty-^wo millions (9iff,<966l.}, V^ux- 
Pralxn, eighteen millioDs (750,000 1,), &c. Ice. 

apd 
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and other coriofities^ (ix hundred and twenlj 
lieagues, enchiit^e of our escurfions lo places wirh 
which we were already acquainted,* asrid oar ^va- 
rious journeys front Sahit Leu to Parb. In the 
ceurfe of our travels we have had occaiion to make 
one general remark which has led to very ufeful 
refleoiODs :: fn the numerous villages throitgh 
which ve have ip«Skd we have uniwnily feund 
the peaiants mUd, afikhk and oblif^ng where 
the fet^oss halve been genefXHis and beloved; 
but where th^ fdgflors have been tyrants and 
d^tefled, we have round the peafants dM>Uif- 
ing and churlifli. Tyranny is not only hatefal be- 
caufe it isunjuil, but becaufe if fours and contrads 
the hearts of thoie whom it benck to its yoke : it w 
impoilible to degf ade and opprefs inen wtthout at 
the fame, time corrupting them. 

Bui tf the ExtraB^ from tf&i ybHmnh of out- 



Summary o/ihe Courfe of Studies I' p^ii^ued wit^ nty- 
Pupils y and tie Threat ifss 1 wrote for tAeir Jn- 
fhu^fht. ♦ 

■I HE general end of ftudy is to form -the under- 
ftanding and the earth ; that is, to cultivate, ex- 
tend and perfeA the intelledual faculties of the 
pupil, and to prefent to him during the courfe of 
his education a complete fyftem or moraKty; in 

* If the limits of this work would have jf»enmtted, I would ' 
haye-iAfeited ix| tbe^ cxtra^ a ideicriptittB of U^e lieattft^ 
gacdem of Dftii^^QK^ -MereriA^, B^y^g, . Rip»cy» V)ilkroi, * 
tfcc. hut thefe IhaU he give^ io «,Bot^er work^ yiiSis^ U iftMv 
intention to puhUih in ahout eighteen months. 

fine. 
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fiae^ to fuimAi him with r^foorces in ^veHky^ 
with prefer vativcs ggaiiift wfarUbmeoeft mi tht 
p«ffi(HtSy and of xxmieqjo^nc^ toin^e hi«n with a 
ufte &r lit«nittiFe, thie fioe arts^ and <very odier 
fource oif moral amofement. In general^ every 
individual well or^ni^ed is endowed with a pfo* 
peofity and aptitude to a particular icitnce, 07 di(- 
cevers a talent of fome kiod or other. It is 0^ ijxi- 
portaace that we (houM fiml but what this pn>4 
penfity is, that it may be placed in a^too, and we 
cannot Aicceed in this enquiry but by maans fX a 
very extenftve and diverfified plan of lludiea. This 
is procifely what I have done for my pupils, hk 
this plan were included the living and dead Ian* 
guages, hiftory» mythology^ literature, natural 
hiftory in general, botany, cbemiAry, natural phi-> 
ioibphy, geography, civil law, drawing, archt*- 
tedure, the mechanical arts, pharmacy, fcc. j 
was defiittus at the fame time that they ibould n^ 
gle€l no boffily exe»:i£$5 that mi^t develop and 
avgment th«ir phyfical ftiength. This was em- 
bracing an infinity o€ objeSks ; but I conceived that 
by reforming a^^fiurd piaSifcs and defe&ive Hie- 
tbods, by employing vsuuous new means which 1 
had aiTanged in my head, by making all their re-^ 
Creattctns inflruftive, and by' devetiag myfelf 
wholly to my pwpik, I ihould eafily accompltih 
this eflteripriie. I am not qiaali6ed to pdge of the 
pro6cieBcy they have made in Latin : hafwg no 
bnowledge of this tongue I prided n0t*9 their ft»- 
dtesv I am as littk aofitaintsed with Greak, and 

Et I was not mfeleia to them with KfpeA Ha that 
igunge. I wiQiied Ifcem to ici»» it ; but- they 
felt no predileBbD hut for living fai^agea. That 
I«ii|^ ewtitfrin thoa-a deiiaeicMr this acffuifit ion, I 
t^faaiight:flByfa]f ^.a flmta^tna; ippd^cd-ifat, 

in 
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in order to be miftrcfs of the etymology of an infi- 
nite number of words in our own language which 
are derived from this iburce, as the terms of me- 
dicine, anatomy, and many other arts, I was re- 
Iblutely determined to learn Greek. I accord- 
ingly engaged a matter, and took leflbns from him 
for two rnonths. During all this time I nevcc 
fpoke of the Greek language but with rapture, and 
frequently enlarged with emphafis upon the delights 
of my progrefs and the pleafure I found in the in- 
veftigation of Greek roots. Meanwhile they per- 
ceived with furprife that 1 read fluently theftrangc 
and uncouth charafters in which this language is 
written : it is true that my fciencc extended only 
to the alphabet and a fmall number of words in the 
language : but to them I appeared a Stephanus in 
petticoats. They fequefled me to teach them 
what I knew : I confented, and at the end of 2t 
month they wifhed to receive inftr unions from a 
matter. I rauft obferve here, that if you wifh 
children to learn a great tpany things at a time, il 
is neceflary artfully to induce them to propofe the 
ftudy and defire matters themfelves; and when 
they do this, you ought to tell them that you canr* 
not confent to their requeft but on condition they 
will promife to perfevere in this new ftudy of vo- 
luntary choice, becaufe there is fomething weak, 
and of confequence fomething fhamefui, in re- 
jiouncing a purpofe in which we have fpontane- 
oufly engaged. If this ftratagem be not employed, 
children, to whom it is intended to give a very 
mifcellaneous education, will find themfelves over- 
loaded with ftudies, and will conceive di%u(l and 
averfion. I would not have recourfe to this arti- 
fice in matters of abfolute neceffity or reputed to 
be fucb^ as Latin in the edocatibn of men, hitforyy 

geography. 
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geography, &c. but I would employ it in relation 
to nil thofe inftnidions which it is not accounted 
ihameful to be without. My pupils took two 
Greek leiTons a day, and generally that of the a£« 
teruoon in my pKfence, as well as the Engli(hy 
Italian^, and German k-fions, languages of which 
ihey" have a perfed knowledge, particularly the... 
two laft. It is impoilible in this place to give a . 
minute account of the methods I purfued : this 
will be the fubjeft of a work in two volumes, 
which I (hall.one day (jublifh. I have, unafTifled 
by any one, taught my pupils hiftory, mytho- 
logy, and every thing appertaining to literature^ 
aiKl I will /enture to affirm with a minute atten- 
lion and ftudy that are without example both in 
public and pnvate education. I do not believe il , 
poilTbie for a perfon to be better informed in thia 
refped than M. de Chartres, coniidering his age. 
It is true that his leflbns were peculiarly agreeable 
to him, and fuch they will always be when we 
take care to mix with them refearches not to be 
found in any elementary book, and to relieve them ^ 
by converfaiion. Befide the readings of two hours 
or two hours and a half every day, befide .the 
chronological abridgments which I compofed for 
them to learn by heart, I contrived relative to hit-, 
tory and mythology a comprehenfive table, con* 
taining hints of all that was fingular and curious in 
thefe fciences. This catalogue I called A Table o/f 
Memoranda. I read fucceflively to my pupils thefe 
heads, and they related from memory the inci-r; 
dents to which they referred. For example, I 

* To en^^ them to learn Italian, I undertook to indrudt 
tfaem myfelf in the elements of this lan^agc for the fpace of 
three months and a half, and have frequently fupplied the 
place of the Englifli and Italian matters, in csSa of abfence or 
indifpofitlon. 

rea4 
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empeHQfTsao^ crapr^ffbs la r^ukt &cce01oa liewii 
tOjConibntiiueth^ Great. The koads are pKiSieiSy 
fonued from antique tnedais ib tjuit the' re(ejn» 
blaAoe h prcferv^d, Tb.e fcre^ensi of ihe iamt 
apactOKnt reprefoot the (licoeflion of the iixtfs of 
Prance^ In aU theXe coUeSions rhe correipoodinf 
fiatejs are |>la£ed. To nt^USt mo raeans of in^ 
fixu^ion^ tj:^ copies from whidi i^y pup]l5ieanie4 
to write were tipoa the fubjeft of hiftory, mytho* 
k^y^ and gpeagraphj, apd were fekSed &Qm tny 
extrads.; ali. thefe copies have in th€ Qou^fe jof 
their edmatioci becg^ trantfaibad by tbemagx»at 
many times* With refped. to literature^ 1 haine 
Aioce&fuUy pu2!iued the metbod whkh I poiotec) 
out ^ven years, ago io. one k£ my- pvbKcatioRa. I 
begin by reading t^ them ^U the poeta and an» 
thors. of the thiid and Ajfiond or^er. Puriog tbefe 
readiz^s I endeavoured to ciriti«ate kn them: an tM 
ceJIent ipirit of criticifm : we had fufficient c{N 
pectuidties of exerdiing it ; «nd it is much eaiie^ 
to perceive the defcGtji of a moderate w^oxk than 
to feel apd difcrinainate the beauties ^f a fir(l«rate 
w-ni?er^ they wece foon very conp^tent judgeis of 
the ptays «f Mademoifelle Barber, - ki Grange 
Chancel, Campiftron, Antreau, and other authort 
of this claTs ^ but they would certainly at the ianae 
age have been very hnperfei^ judg^ of CQrneilie« 
Racine^ Voltaire, CreUIIoQ, la Fontaine, Moliere, 
&c. A perfon who learns a language,. howe.ver 
great may be his penetration, begins with es;phtiw 
ing iuch boioks ia it as aj*a of inferior reputation') 
he referves the reading of the bed works till h^ 
knowts enough of the language to difcover all its 
delicacies and feel its harmony* Is k to be:£ip^ 
pofed that a child of eleven years can tafte' this 
kind of beauty even in his own tongue ? That he 

ihouM 
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fhould perceive excellencies which can neither be 
analyfed nor defined ; for example, the unde- 
finednefs of idea which. conftitmes the fublimity of 
Rouffeau's odes, and the charm of various paflages 
of Telemachus, and nuroberlefs defcriptions of 
BufFon ? Certainly not ; your pupil will not be com- 
petent to this till he has read and compared a great 
deal, till you have formed his tafle and cultivated 
in his mind all the germs of fenfibility. 

In reading the firft defcription of books I have 
recommended^ we muft be careful of two things, 
that our criticifms be not puerile and trifling, and 
that the idea of their mediocrity have no influence 
on the judgment, and do not occafion afperity and 
injuftice. After having read alt the author3 of the 
fecond dafs, and made extrgds from them with 
remarks and rcfleSions, we proceeded, when my 
pupils had acquired all the rules heccffary to be ob- 
ferved relative to works of a different nature, to a 
iccurfe of reading for which they waited with ex- 
treme impatience, that of our great authors. Here 
it was neceffary to guard them againft another in- 
convenience, that of blind admiration. Nothing 
corrupts the tafle and arrerts the progrefs of know- 
ledge fo much as prejudice of whatever kind it 
may be; 'whether it be partiality or contempt, 
all the operations of the mind are fufpended : we 
no longer fee with our own eyes ; no longer judge 
from the underftanding and the heart, but renounce 
all the nobleft faculties, of man. This is a vice 
from which fufScient care is not taken to preferve 
young minds. 

Preceptors in general wiih their pupils not only 
to adopt all their opinions, but to adopt them with- 
out diicuflTion or enquiry. I am perfuaded that it 
is a Ihorter and more commodious method to pro- 
nounce 
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nofunce dogmatically, than to give a clear and ex^ 
pHcit definition, and hear what are the thoughts 
andopiiiionsof the {nipil: but to decide and to die-*; 
tatc is not to convince; and the preceptor who 
fliall proceed in this way will form only men ot 
Xlupidity and devoid of charafter. For myfelf, I 
am certainly defirous that my pupil fhould refpeft 
and love me, and that he ihould entertain, if pofr 
iiUe, a good opinion of my judgment and tade : 
tut whenever he differs from me in fentiment, if 
it irtiply no breach of the confidence he ought td 
repofein.rae, I applaud him; I wifh this fome- 
times to happen, and 1 ihould even ridicule him 
were 1 to fee that he implicitly followed my judg- 
ment in all things. My experience, the efteem 
he has for me, and the friendfhip which unites us, 
lead him to hear me with attention^ pleafure and 
deference : this is all I defire in things the moft ef- 
femial. I am fare of convincing him refpeQing 
any point of morality : my reafonings being found- 
ed on principles which I have deeply rooted in his 
heart, he undei ftands me before I have done fpeak*" 
ing, and Hailhes what I was going to iay ; we ftart. 
from the fame point, our feelings aire nmilar, and 
it is precifely as if I reafoned with myfelf. / But in 
arbitrary things, or things of mere tafte, where, 
without any violation of go«d fenfe, we may be 
allowed to differ in opinion, we do not always 
think eXaSly alike; we then debate and argue, 
and it is thus we have lived together fince he at- 
tained the age of thirteen or fourteen years. If I 
am unwilling that he fliould entertain blind partia- 
lity refpetting myfelf, if on the contrary I am de^ 
firous, as foon as his reafoning faculties begin to^ 
Unfold themfelves, that he fliould in general exa- 
mine my opinions before he adopts tjfiem, it may 

l>e 
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be fufpoftd ihiir i ^m OMrebl he ftwtdnot cod*. 
mftfrejudieet'df ^my k»td or vpcm ftKjr fiabjeft. 
in ^, (o«e<mft«Mii :thepti)piltO|udge ferJiknMfy 
as fdon a!a fm Undcdlrnidkig appeals to te fiifBei^ 
ctttfy^me^, 1»leftl(Hlkl^et thetaikderolve.whottjp 
upon himfetf ef ramatfefngthe boiiities4Uidfaiihs<df 
the lAtHhoT lire licad whfc Mm, cMVentfof 4»oifeIves 
ivttlh pomtiirg out to Mm thofe ^iviiich lie faSes 
ever m ^l«nce;*-4 have alfe kflnffttd mY'V^sfin 
hi geo^aphf , have given them a general idea ef 
the manners amt ciiTOm8>ef thedm^nt pewfde ctf 
the^nctent smd itiodttUn werhj^ a&d s pcirtkiriar 
knowFedge of alt the vemaiikable mDmimeiits and 
nararalcuFtofities to %e icmndm Europe and'odfer 
parts cf thegli&be. One of their- tutors) (litf, Alym) 
tQtfght them the ufe ^ m^ps and the^gfabes.-^ 
iarther undertook to irrflnid them iirev)ery thin^ I 
knew of natural hitory, that is to &y, che aniniMl 
kingdom^ and what w^s mod curious in/the pheno- 
mena of miture and its fingcikr pn>dudieii6^ As 
to mineriategy I was incompeteitt to the teft ; but 
a:s I knew an acquaintance with «bemtiflf y tioibe Be- 
ceflary to that fcience, I caujfed a ceucfe of citesai* 
calicdtires'to bedrawn up. Which I Audied with 
them, and they were then taiight the elements of 
mineralogy*. We aMb learned botany together, 
chiefly at the time of our airings and recreations ; 
and I attended the UiTonsthat were given them in 
me<ficine ; for I was deftrous they iliould acquire a 
knowledjge of drugs, of the quantiry that migfat be 

* They liaVe Hudied variovs oUwr chemical covrfet. I af- 
Cfted only ill the firft, not with a view of Icanung this fti- 
ence, £br which I have no inclisallion, and which, Itlcfi all 
-otiker ThSfMiOt ftiences, iff greatly above my campnhenficm ; 
bttt tnro rdcr to give m!y pupils a taike for it ; for nothiag £^ 
powerfully excites the emulation o£ a child a^ to find himfclf 
at £chooI with his preceptor. 

taken 
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lalcAi tti (»nce> sud pftrttcithrl^ the <ti/iger bf mdc* 
in| ^fe ef thfktt. I Ivkhed thcfm aVb >to be abfe to 
dimn^uifti from the aif>pesrfthce off a drag whel<heil 
it w<irfe fliate or frcfti, ^hat w-to fay, fahitaiy or 
permdofts, that rho^ ^hey itii^t be lecure frotft 
th^fe negligeiicesiikiid AiHMi^ which haVe ptcrtei 
h^ tbvmt Uft of fo many in^iduals. Medkiite 
is i feienee c6iiHtffi:6d with iratural biftory, ihiaf- 
mM^h as it eiripidy% the ftbftance of the three 
reigns, ^tki with chertitftrjr tnafmnch as relates to 
the xoffipofitioii aikt dec6mik)i(ition of thefe iub- 
ftaiides^ and it hasbvcrboth the advantage of bhi- 
lantb^>(^ and utifify. lam therefore «t a lots to 
perceive why 4t has hitherto been exclu^d from 
otir fyftems of educattdn. I was farther defiroos 
that My pi^fc fhonld be ciMnpcteht to the Jjer- 
forrnilhee of phkbotomy, and that like the heroe9 
of flomer thfey fhorfd be at no bfs to apply the 
firft dreiRiig to a wodhd. With re{|)eta to afiato- 
mywe contented ourfefres with a flfnaH number of 
iltttfti^tions from figures nK)uIded in wax, and thoft 
only in refation to ^he heart, the circulation of the 
biodd, and the two organs of hearing and fight | 
to which they added a regular courfe of myolc^y 
(in which 1 did not join them), illuftrating it as 
they went along by the fort of figure well known 
among attifts, and having the &in ftript away 
from one whole (ide of the body : . wiAout this ftu- 
dy they could not have become perfed in drawing, 
(inoe from it we learn the exaSb poiition of the 
mufcles, and are enabled to copy them with cor^ 
rcdnefs and judgment.— As my pupils were def- 
tilled one day to poITefs conliderabte fortunes, I 
wiflfied them to have a love of the arts: but in or- 
der to this it is nccefiary that we underftand and 
cultivate the principles of thofc arts, otherwife we 

fliall 
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(hall prefer the meaner kind and admire moderate 
talents. My pupils therefore wem taught draw- 
ings and with .an accuracy and truth that might 
give them eminence, if (he difpofttion were not 
wanting; but at ail events a thorough knowledge 
of this delightful and foblime art. The elements 
gf geometry they were taught folely by M. Lc- 
brun. They ftudied alfo, without me, a courfe 
of natural philofophy in which he prefided, and a 
courfe of law, commenced long before the Revo- 
lution, and which has fihce been continued, add- 
ing to it a comparifon between the old code and the 
new. Thcfe ledures were given partly under my 
infpedioR and partly under that of M. Lebrun, and 
they derived from them great pleafure and benefit. 
Such are the ftudies which they havfe regularly 
purfued. But they have acquired other kinds of 
knowledge under a more agreeable name, that is 
to fay during their recreations, which have been 
contrived To as to be equally inflrudive and vari- 
ous. In the winter feafon I accompanied them 
every eight or ten days to the Com6die Fran9oife, 
taking care to feled fuch pieces as they had never 
before feen. During the reprefentation, acten- 
tive folely to my pupils, I iludicd their fentiments 
and feelings, correded their ideas when they were 
erroneous, and the next morning I made them 
diSate"^ an analyfes of the performances, which 

was 

* Till the hand writing of children be pcrfc(*tty formed 
they oug^t not to write their compofitions themfelTes, but 
di&ate them ; not only that their hand writing might not be 
injured, but to accuftom them to didation ; for we may be 
able to compofe with great facility when we write ourielves, 
and may entirely lofe this facility when wc attempt to dilate 
to an amanuenfis, from want of praAice. I am myfelf an ex- 
ample of this : I write without difficulty m a room full of chil- 

dreu 
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was brought to me and inftantly correfted. At 
other times we fpcnt part of our mornings in vifit- 
ing monuments, falcs and collections of pictures, 
cabinets of naturat hiftory, extraordinary animals, 
either at the fairs or in {)rivat$ menageries, and 
laftly manufa6kories. In our excurfions of this 
kind relative to the arts, we were always accom- 
panied by a peribn who from his talents, infor- 
mation and tafte, was competent to dire<9: our 
judgment relative to architedure, fculpture and 
painting. The tombs in the churches, the (la- . 
tues and piSures we faw, recalled to the minds 
of the children certain leading particulars in hiftory 
and mythology, and the eafe with which they dif- 
covered thjsir true explanation rendered it doubly 
delightful, and led them to perceive the utility anJ 
beauty of their courfe of ftudies. I alfo found that 
our vifits to the different manufa Tories were pro- 
ductive of one very confiderable benefit to the 
children, diftinfb from the knowledge they ac- 
quired, that of making them hardy, and of curing 
them for ever of a thoufand petty delicacies at once 
inconunodious and abfurd. For fix years tliey em- 
ployed a part of three or foujr mornings in a week, 
in defcending into fubterraneous places, mounting 
(laircafes cqmpofed of fix or feven ilories, and 
commonly terminated by ladders, traverfing on 
foot large courti covered with mud or fnow, &c. ; 
and during all this, curiofity led them cheerfully to 
fupport the inconvenience of theftrongeft and ^ofSk 
d i (agreeable fmells (fuch as thofe. of^ tanpits, and 
places where catgut is prepared, and foap and can- 
dles are manufadured), the dampnels of vaults, 

dren reading aloud, or with a perfon playing upon a harp by 
my fide ; but I could not diAate-a letter that fhould haVe com- 
mon fenre. 

Vol, IL M the 
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The burning heat of ftoVes, the deafening tioife of 
'hammers and anvils, and laflly th* rifks which it is 
•neccflary to encounter in examining certain of thefe 
operaticns^. I accompanied them myfelf in afl 
thefe excuifions, and they have reaped from them 
*€onfuki*able advantage ; but the advantage weuld 
'have been greater had I pofTeffed at fiift in this re- 
Tpe6l the knowledge I have fince actjuifed, as I 
Ihould then'have given a fyftematic arrangement to 
thefe things, which would have impreffed them 
more ftrongly on the memory. We ought to fol>- 
""Jow the regular courfe pointed out to us by the 
chain that conneSs one trade or manufadure with 
another : an rnterelting pi Sure x^'ould thus be ex- 
hibited of the progrefs of hum^n induftry, we 
^ould be taught properly to appreciate firft difco- 
"verics, and th« potter would not be defpifed when 
"his humKIe laboHt 'Was confidered as having given 
fife to the brilliant works of ISevet, It was proper 
alfo that we'ftiGuId pafs from the elafs-hdufes to 
the martufa*Qories 6f cryftal, and frotn thenae to 
*the work-fliops of Saint "Gobhi, where ydu fee 
large quantities of glafsln a'ftate oiF perfe^ flni- 
dity. ' This thought only occurred to me in the 
lad yeaTX)f our ^xcurfions; *but I repaired the de- 
feQ as far as it was pofliblc. i harfregularly writ- 
ten an account of what we ftw, and this account 
•I took the trouble to compofe afreih, placing the 
'arts and manufaftures in the order in 'which they 
otight to have been feen, and having done this the 
manufcript was rcrad'by us again and again.— -The 

* Being prefent at a rmelting dpcnition at the houre of M. 
*Boulicr, filvcrfmith, XT. de Chartres went too near to the fur- 
nace,, and had his leg very much bvrned ; but he took no u»- 
ti cc of tile accident, nor was.it difco\^!rcd till wc came away, 
and upon perceiving his ftockir.g t«rn and bloody. He w*: 
♦theti thirteen years of agei 

Other 
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other recreations for the winder feafon were bil- 
liards, fhuttlecock, &c. the ftudy of vegetabfe 
hiftory in engravings, the amufement of the hif- 
toric magic lantern, the exhibition of proverbs and 
pantconimes of my own writing, the laying down 
plans in relief, the conftruQion of enamel and va- 
rious other operations of chemiftry in application 
to the arts, the working at turnery and joiners 
work, and the taking to pieces and putting toge- 
ther miniature models of palaces : each, member of 
thefe palaces is marked with a number referring 
to a manufcript catalogue of archite3ural deno- 
minations and terms. One perfon has this cata- 
logue in his hand j and examines as the pupil takes 
up the member of the building, whether or no he 
call it by its right name. In this manner the fcho- 
lar is not only familiarized with the names of the 
members and ornaments in the different orders, but 
"alfo has ^ practical leflbn upon feveral of the geo- 
metrical folids. Thefe models were made under 
the direftion of M. Lebrun and conftruSed with 
great accuracy; and the children who take to 
pieces and put together by way of amufement thefe 
menibers for ten years fucceflively, affliredly learn 
as much of architeSure as theory can teach, and 
arc in no danger of confounding the places of the 
different ornaments which they have verified fe ve- 
ra! thoufand times. 

« 

Subfequent to the journey we made to the coafts 
of Normandy and Bretagne, in which we faw fo 
many fea-ports, and examined .with minutenefs 
the works of Cherbourg and the dockyards 6fBreft, 
I'Orient, ^c. M. d'Orleans gave us a very beau- 
tiful and accurately conftruQed model of a man of , 
war, which was fixed in^ a proper firuation at 
Belle ChafTe, and my pupils,- under the dire3ion 

Ma of 
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©' a pe. foFi irfti u&cd in the fubjcQ, amufied them- 
fvlves ihret or four times a week with naming and 
txplaining x.\\^ cJifFerent parts of its con(lru£kion.>»— 
During the fummcr we vifited mpnaftencs, as 
vv.tU as the country feats and gardens of the hobi- 
liry. We alfo reprefenied plays, confining our- 
fclves to the pieces in my Theatre of Education. 
At* other times -we have recked in a dramatic form 
different paffages in the hiftory.of voyages, the 
fcene'of exhibition being the garden, and every 
perfon belonging to the hcajfe taking a chara&er 
in his turn. The play at priibn^bars was alfo one 
of their favourite amufements. I confefs that I 
entertain a particular partiality for this (port, be- 
caufe it is capable of confiderable rnoral effe&. 
The pei-ibns engaged maydifplay in the firft place 
probity and a willingnefs to condemn htmfelf^ as 
well as courage and a willingnefs to fuff^ rather 
"than fee others fuffer, fincc the parties are to be 
arranged fo as to render the (kill on both (ides 
equal, fince you have an opportunity of pronounc- 
ing againft yourfelf in all doubtful queftioBs, and of 
expofmg yourfelf to deliver your fiiends. It is 
of the utmofl impoitance to prefent the game in 
this point of view to the mind of children, to have 
a vig'lantcyc'upon them during the exercifc, and 
' to applaud not him who runs with the mod grace, 
but him who fhews himfelf moft hardy, equita- 
ble and generous. When in the country my pu- 
pils always took two airings every day, the nrft €»f 
them at half after fix in the morning. This began 
with running, leaping, and climbing trees^ and 
then confifted in g9ing roimd the park with the gar- 
dener, who told them the names of the different 
plants and pulfe, and the mode of cultivating them, 
and condiided -with martual exertions in the culti- 
vation 
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vation of~a little garden of plants belonging to 
themfeives. The garckner was a German, and 
fpoketothem in that langua^cc^ Our evening air-^ 
ing, unlefs when we took feverer ex.ercife tkan 
ufual, was for the greater part dedicated to bo- , 
Uny. When we did not botanize the converfatioh 
was always in Engli(h>^^ our ruJc was alfo to talk. 
Englilh every day at dinner^ and balia'n every 
evening at fupper. . 'J his continued for five or fix 
years, and was then laid afide, biK we perfifted 
m fpeaki^g Englifh in our walks to the end of the 
education. When I took an airing in the carriage^. 
M. d^e Chartres and his brother for the five lafl 
years rode with us on horfeback, and-M.,de Beau* 
jollois for the three laft. Finally, when the wea-. 
ther was extremely unfavourable they had a dance 
in which the fervants and the pcafants of the vi- 
cinage took a part. 

Gymne^ftkSi or Bodify Epcercifes^ 

X O this branch of education, too much neg- 
lefted among us, I had paid great attention. 
Without recurring to antiquity for inftances of 
. bodiJy ftrength that wodd in the piefeni day ap- 
pear miraculous, a view of the armour of qur an- 
cient French knights is futiicicnt to Ihew how 
greatly the human fpecies is in this^refpedt degene- 
rated. Where is the man now to be found who 
could walk a mile clad in a fuit of fuch armour,, 
without finking under its enormous weight ? Yet 
every knight wore it- for months together ; .and 
travelled,^ ran and fought under the load. Since 
the execrable invention of ,gun« powder, an arti- 
ficial /and fuccedaneous ftrength lias rendered per- 
ibnal vigour nearly ufelefs in w^r : l)ut in c^rnrnon 
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life the exercife and perfeS developement of man's 
phyfical powers are flill equally neceflkry. The 
obje<£t of gymnaftics, confidered as a part of edu- 
cation, is to ft engihen the conftitution, eftabliHi 
the health, enable us to undergo fatigue, give 
agility, addrefs, fupplenefs, force, and that con- 
fidence which confijms courage, and makes us 
perform extraordinary anions without danger; 
in fine, to fortify us againft all the accidents of 
life, and determine the growth of the body to the 
hft degree of extenfion that nature can give it. 
For it is not to be fuppofed that a young man, 
brought up effeminately, will acquire that fliape 
and fr/.e which \\ goxi education- would have pro- 
cured him. Eflcminacy and corruption of man- 
ilers in early youth oppofe nature's efforts an6 in- 
tentions, ftop hei'ilow but wife progrcfs, and pro- 
duce rickety and dwarfifh beings, thofe weak ef- 
feminate creature^ full grown at fixteen and de- 
crepid at forty-five. For fome years I was en- 
trufted with the care of a child (my nephew), to 
whom r paid as moch attention as my duty to my 
pupils would permit. My care was particularly 
turned toward his health, which was in a deplor- 
able ftate ;vwc were apprehenfive for his lungs, 
and that he would be deformed,/ and he was befide 
little, weak, and thin to an extreme degree. 1 
gradually and with proper care ma.de him purfuc 

' the exerc fes performed by my J5upi!s : like them I 
made him deep on wood, a cudom excellent on a 
ihoufand accounts, particularly as tothe fhape and 

, the lungs, as it prevents catching cold, which is 
generally occafioned by perfpiration at night, ex- 
cited by the heat of mattreffes, and checked upon 
getting out of bed (partifularly in winter) by the 
cold morning air. Six months ago I retujued this 

chiM 
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child to his fatner^ and I do not think there can be- 
found a finer, llronger, or more a^^ive young 
man, of the age pf fifteen, better and more regu- 
larly formed, or of a morerobuft conftitution^ 
The following are the me^ns I acjopted with re- 
fpeS to this part of education. 

i^. Shoes with leaden files yV^Vich. my pupils wore- 
from the time they were put under my care to 
their quitting met Thefe foles were at firft very 
thin, and their thicknefs was infenfibly increafed. 
When M; de Chartres left me each of his flibes- 
weighed a pound and an half, confequently the 
two weighed three pounds, and with this weight' 
he fan,' leaped^ and walked three or four Jeagucs^ 
at a round pace without being in the lead fatigued. 
The ihoes of Mademoifelle d*Or!eans weighed at 
prefent two pounds; fhe never wears any others, er- 
cept when (he dances; (he walks and runs with them 
without any appearance of being thus loaded ; iiv* 
thre mean time he?, conftitutioft- is naturally very 
delicate, and (he is not yet fourteen years of age. 
Befide the ftrength and fwiftnefs which the habit 
of w^earing fuch heavy fole« muft neceflfarily give, 
it ha? two other, advantages^ attending it, that of 
guarding the feet from all dampnefs, and promot- 
ing the growth by gently (Iretching the mufcles of 
the Icgs^. 

2. The exercife of dumb-bells which I direScd 
to be performed before breakfafl, and which con- 
tinued only for ten or twelve minutes. It is an an^ 
cient exercife which Galen prefcribed to his con^^ 
valefcents : a full account of it m.ty be feen in the 
Bncyclopedie^ from whence T took it, under the 
word halteres. After this exercife the children 
carried, foraq equal portion of time, pitchers fuU 
of water. In the country they crcfltd a confider- 

M 4' . . • able 



C48 yournal of Education 



.\ 



able fpace of the garden, filled their pitchers at a 
natural fountain, and carrying it into their cham- 
ber filled the decanters for dinner. As this exer- 
cifc had a ufeful obje£t, they performed it in the 
country with pleafure; but at Paris, where we 
had no natural fpring", they carried pitchers full 
of fand from one apartment to another, and as* it 
was then merely a leflon it was repeated without 
ccfirc or alacrity, Thefe exercifes therefore ihould 
have air appearance of utility, which is very eafy 
in the country, but very diflScuk at Paris. The 
fize of the pitchers is to be increafed as the children 
grew older ; they fliould be round, with a fmall 
opening, and the handle, infiead of being on the 
fide, fhould crofs the mouth. The two exercifcB 
juft mentioned were performed on rifing in the 
morning, and before breakfafl. 

3. The exercife of the pulley, M. Troncbin 
originally invented this, and formerly pradiied it 
with fucccfs in amending the fliape of defbrmcd 
children. He related the /circumftance to me thir- 
teen years ago, and I inimediately applied the idea 
to education. This pully, fixed to the wainicot, 
refembles exaSly that of a well, but inftead of a 
bucket a leathern bag filled with fand is fa(^ned 
to the rope. Round the pully I direfted a clofe 
baluftrade to be placed to prevent any accident 
from the fall of the weight. In performing this 
exercife the child muft ftand perfeQIy upright, 
his feet clofe together, never rifing on his toes 
when he pulls the rope, and not letting it Aide 
through his hands in lowering the weight. In the 
country it was performed at real wells, placed in 
the children's little gardens. The wells were con- 
ftru^ed of large ca?ks, over which the pully was 
fixed, and fiom thefe thev drew water: and as 

the 
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the fize of the buckets could not be increafcd, be- 
caufe it tvas fteceflary to proportion them to tha: 
of the well, I* contrived buckets with a double 
bottom into which weights might be put at plea^ 
fvire. 

4* The exercife of tie dojfer*. This I had or- 
dered fo as to interrupt the drawing lefTon for a 
quarter of an hour. In the mtdft of the leflbn the 
children rofe, took upon their fhouldei's doflerj 
proportioned to their fiie, and loaded according 
to their ftrengih, and with thefe they went down 
and up feveral pair of ftairs. When M. dc Char— 
trcs fet off for Vendome, he could c^rry in his 
doflTcr two hundred and twenty-five pounds, whicK> 
no perfon belonging* to the houfe could do with ^ 
fcriy pounds lefs. 

5. Exercife of the rx^pe. This is a large rope 
faflened to a ilapie in the ceiling in the middle of 
the room. The exercife, which is fit only for 
boys, coniiAs in afcending to the ceiling by means 
of this cold ; this is very difficult without the af- 
fiftancc of the legs, that is,. by. keeping them ^ 
afunder, inftead of twining tliem round the rope,, 
beeaufe all the weight of the body reds entirely 
on the wrifls. Difficult, however, as it is, M. 
de Chartres, his brothers, and my nephew, per-i 
formed the exercife equally well in this manner. 
This capability of afcending and defcef\ding rea- 
dily by the help of afihgle rope, may be of great 
ufe on a thoufand occafions in life. In cafe of m 
fire, if the flames fhould render it impof&ble to 
efcape by the doors ; in travelling, if we wifli to 
defcend into thofe deep and curious grotios which 
many travellers, for want of this praSltce, hate 

* A (brt of baiket to be carried ob the lhoiiId€rs» Tt 
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not been able to fee, or at leaft have incurred great 
danger. This exercife, as well as that of the pul- 
ley, I employed as a relaxation between their liu- 
dies ; and in the winter, at BeHe Chaffe, between 
each language leflbn, and after our reading, my 
pupils i^^ercifed themfelves in one of theft two 
ways, or in a trial of ftrength of wrijis (lutte des 
poignets) for ten or twelves minutes. 

6. I'he extrcife oj weights at the J eet. This was 
an invention of M. de Montpeniier and my ne- 
phew, who praQifed it every day for fix months. 
This exercife aftonifhingly increafed their growth. 
The pupil fixes to each toot a weight as heavy -as 
he can carry, without great exertion ; he then 
raifes himfelf by his hands on the rope fixed to 
4he ceiling, till his feet are at, feme diftance from 
t-Iie groundj^ and for fome minutes contra^ and 
extends his legs alternately with confiderable force. 
The weights which M. de Montpenfier fattened 
to h s feet lafl winter amounted together to fifty 
pounds, confequcntly weighed twenty-five pounds 
each. 

7. Leaping. There are three modes of leaping ; 
firft, horizontally; fecondly, over fomething raifed 
above the ground; thirdly, fiom a high place to 

. the ground. ' The laft is dangerous, as in this kind 
of leaping there is a rifle of breaking the leg, if it 
deviate ever fo little from the proper diredton in 
falling. This exercife therefore Ihould be pro- 
ftribed ; efpecially as a perfe6k matter in the other 
two modes will leap well in this, if ever he fhould 
be under the neceffity of riikiiig it to avoid k great 
danger. In the garden of the count ry-houfe, 
where we fp«nt our fummers^ I caufed a piece of 
ground about twenty feet fquare to Ayt dug up. 
This piece of ground, which jvas called the leap- 

ing' 
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ing-ground (fautoir), was fifuated under the win- 
dows of my chamber, and on a large green, where 
the erercifes of running were performed, fo that 
without quitting my chamber I could fte the chil- 
dren rinr, leap, and play at prifon-bais; As the 
earth in this leaping-srround was foft they could 
receive no injury by falling. They thus leaped* 
at full fpeed, that is to fay, taking a diftance to 
run : this diftance fhould neither be too fhort nor 
two long; twelve or fifteen paces are fufficient, 
III leaping the feet fliould not be feparated from 
each other, and, ihe legs fhould l>e thrown for- 
ward, fo that if thfe child fall his pofuion might 
be that of fitting on the ground: if he fall on his 
knees it is a proof that the leap^was not well per- 
formed. For the high leap I placed two forked 
(licks on the border of the leaping-ground and be- 
tween them fiifpendcd 3 cord;. The objed is to 
leap over this cord, which may be done in two- 
ways, either by taking a runi> ^^ ^xth the feeb 
clofe, that is, without a run. The cord is only 
to be hung upon the fticks, and not fattened to 
them, in order that it may give way if the child 
fliould not clear it ; for if his feet were to be caught 
in it, the refiftance would make him fall in a dan- 
■gerous way on his back, and out of the leaping 
ground. . When the pupil is perfeft mafter of this 
mode, he may venture to leap over real bafs, 
taking care that their height be tcfs than he is ac- * 
cuftomed to clear with eafe; for in^ance, if he 
common})^ leap four feet with the loofe cord, the 
bar (hould be no more than three feet, and we * 
may be fure that, if any imminent danger fhould • 
require his leaping over a bar, or any fimilar ob- 
ftacle, he would then rife ashigh as it it were only • 
a cord. At thk kind of exercife M. de Chartret 

did 
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did not excel the reft of my pupils; but in the ho- 
rizontal mode, he could clear at a running jump 
a fpace of twenty-one lengths of his own foot. 

. 8. Running, This exercife I had divided into 
two kinds ; one a trial of fpeed, the other of long- 
windednefs. In the latter the pupil does not exei t 
all his force, and by habit a child may run a long 
time. Mademoifelle d'Oi leans at twelve years 
ran a league without ftopping or walking a fmgle 
inflant. Ko one is ignorant, that in walking the 
body fhould be ereS, the toes turned out, and the 
leg advanced before the body at each ftep; for it 
is impoffible to walk well if we advance the body 
and the leg at the fame rime. In running it is 
quite the reverfe ; the body muft be inclined for- 
wards, the toes turn neither in nor our, and the 
body advance with the legs. 

9. Walkings running, and leaping on th* tight 
rope* I employed a rope-dancer a whole winter 
to teach my pupils this exercife at Belle Chafle. 
They took their leflbns when they rofe from table, 
as it is not at all fatiguing, and requires no exer- 
tion. This exercife gives agility and boldnefs : 
it teaches a perfon to walk withaddrefs and fafcry 
ii) the narroweft and fteepcft path, which in tra- 
velling*; and on many other occafions, is of no 
fmall utility. 

10. Riding. Of this M. d^Orlcans gave his chil* 
dren the firft leflbn, and has (Ince preiided at almoft 
all they have taken. They allmount on horfeback 
with courage and (kill, leap bars,ditches, &c. M. de 
Chartres, though he does all thefe thtnffs, has the 
leaft inclination to this exercife^ and M. de Beau- 

♦ For example, on the ccrniafrom Niee to Genoa, a very en* 
f Wm journey, wkJch cas only bf made in a U^OB chair and 
••f^oc. 

jollois 
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jollois 18 in this refped a mod afloniihing youth. 
Like his brothers, he will travel twenty leagues 
on horfeback and two or three on foot in the fame 
day, without being in the fmalleft degree fatigued; 
but it muft be obferved that he has been exercifed 
from his earlied in£incy in every thing that could 
render him ftrong and hardy. When he was put 
under my care he was only three years old ; and 
there is not a child living of his age that poflfeflEK 
his agility, addrefs and ftrength. If thefe happy 
phyfical qualities were feduloufly cultivated, at fe- 
venteen he wotild affuredly be a prodigy in this 
refped: but of this I have not the fmatlefthope, 
(ince within the four months that h€ has been no 
longer under my care, he has been made to give 
up almoft all the exercifes which I direded him 
to perform, and in which he excelled. 

1 1 . Swimming. Of this too M. d^Orleans gave 
his children the firft leflons, and has frequently 
fwum with them fince. They all fwim pcrfediy 
welly leaping into the water head foremoft. I know 
i)!^hing of this art, but I recommended two things ; 
th^t they fhould fometimes be thrown into the 
water with all their clothes on, becaufe people are 
commonly in this ftate when they fall in by acci- 
dent, and that they fhould be carefully inftruded 
in the methods proper to be purfued to fuccour 
and bring to Chore a perfon in danger of being 
drowned. 

1 2. Archery. Neither M. de Chartres nor his 
brothers were fond of this exercife, which has in 
it more gracefulnefs than utility ; but Mademol« 
felle d*Orleans and the young perfons brought 
up with her' handled the bew witK confiderable 

dexterity. 
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t 3. Shooting. As I was very defirou? that my 
pupils fhould never be enamoured with the fports 
of the field, the delight only of the idle, and a 
paffion fatal to the people before the revolution, 
1 never encouraged them in this cxcrcife, and they 
V ere therefore very indifferent about, and fcarcely 
ever purfued it. 

14. Shooting with a pijloh M. d'Orleans, who 
excels in this, gave them leflbnF, by which they 
have profited, and they dill continue to praQife 
this exerctfe. 

• 15. Fencing. An exercife unfortunately ne- 
ceffary. M. Lebrun alone prefided at this. They 
were taught by an exc^'Hent ma^r, whofe in- 
ftructions, I am told, were not thrown away up- 
on them. 
. 16. Military exercife^ which they partly learn- 
ed under my infpeSion. To this tJiey applied 
themfelves with zeal and aftivity. 

I 7. Billiards. Ihad no dcfire that they fliodd 
excel in this, for I wifhed them to have as little 
inclination for gaming of any kind as for the chace: 
They played at billiards only by way of exercife, 
when the weather would not permit them to wafk 
out ; yet they played tolerably well. 

18. Shiitkcock. In this I procured a teAnis- 
player to give them leflbns. To play i^ellj the 
racket muft not be held before the player, near 
the ftomach, nor above the head, but by the fide, 
and thus the fhittlecpck is to be ilruck. Children 
ihoutd he accuftomed to play equally with both 
bands. 

19. Dancing, 

Thcfc are all the cxercifes I made them pupfue, 
and the fuccefs exceeded my expedation, for in 
this branch of education I was lefs feconded and 

^ more 
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more thwarted than in any other. It was partly 
cularly on account of thefe that I was accufed of 
having a fyftematic turn of mind, of being lAredded 
tofyfiemsy &c. Thofe leaden foles, beds of wood, 
baikets, dumb*beUs, pitchers and pulleys, were 
thought cruel and whimfical inventions. It is faid 
at firft, that ftichfoolijb conceits^ fuch extravagant 
fyjtems^ would kill the poor ckildreity whofe delicate 
conjlitutions were unable to fupport fo Spartan an 
education. Afterwards, when all thefe delicate 
children vifibly grew more robuft ; when the de- 
feSive ftiapeof (ome of them entirely difappeared ;, 
when their health became daily more confirmed ; 
when without effort they were able to bear fatigue 
which men would with difficulty have fupported ; 
when, their tempers and difpofitions feeling the 
eiFed^s of their happy conftitution of body, they 
became cheerful, aSive, and lively, nothing more 
was faid. My coadjutors, however, never pre- 
fided with any degree of zeal at thefe exercifes, 
which were in general performed well only when 
I was prefent. Either what I dire6led was for- 
gotten, or was regarded with indifference and in- 
attention. This appears from various paffages in 
M. Lebrun's Journal, and I was therefore obliged 
t© refume continually the fame ifubjeft, and repeat 
the fame orders* How different wquld have been 
the fuccefs, had my vigilance and aSivity in this 
refpeS been feconded I The fix wintCF months 
which we fpent in the capital were alfo detrimen- 
tal to many of thefe exercifes, particularly after 
the rcfidence of the king was fixed at Paris. Be»- 
fore that period we had a very charming garden 
within the prccinSs of the Tuileries*, where I 

* This garden belonging to JM. ae Penthievre, who had 
the goodnefs to make me a prefent of it| and I gave it to 
Afl^inoifelle d*0rleaii8. 

had 
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had caufed a leaping*ground to be made, and 
where my pupils went every morning to cxcrcife 
thcmfelvcs in running, jumping, and.ciimbing 
trees. But having for the laft two years, been de-. 
prived of this garden,, it was impoffible they ibould 
make the fame progreft*. I was very defirous of 
paffing a whole year together in the country with 
my pupils, in a folltary place, and at a diftance 
from sny capital. Had it not been for the troubles 
by which France has been agitated, I fhould have 
executed this projc^l during the laft year that M.. 
de Chartpes was with me,, and it is in this mannec 
that every education ought to be finilh^ : but I 
have never been able to effcS but in part, and 
very imperfeSly, the plans I have formed. I 
mention them, however, as far as I am able, in 
the hope that other preceptors may follow them, 
improve upon them, and experience in their exe- 
ention fewer obilacles and contradidipns. Beiide 
the mofal advantages which would have accrued 
fforri a whole year of abiblule foKtude, and from 
ftudics purfued without interruption, at an age 
when the faculty of reafon is expanded, I could 
have wifl^ed to accuilom my pupik to the rigours 
rf a winter in the country. I would have cxer- 
eifed them in Hiding on the ice, runniog in the 
fnovtf, braving the fevereft cold, climbing ffippery 
focks covered with ice ; for I would have chofen 
% wild and pickurefque ^tuation,. and they would 
have admired nature under a new and auftere 
form. Inftead of this grand and ftriking fpe^cte, 
they have feen, during their winters, nothing but 
mifl and mud, and their eyes have never been feuck 

* The earden of Belle ChalTe was % xerj excellent one ; 
but as it belonged tQ the nous ^f the cooTeot, fewales ai<me 
CDuid be permitted the free uft-of it. 

with 
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\rlth the bright fpiendour of fheets of ice, and a 
pure dazzling (how '^, 

Before I terminate this article upon the fubjeS 
of gymnaftics, 1 ought to naake one obfervation, 
which is of no fmall importance ; that all bodily 
cxercifesare falutary only when their performance . 
requires no painful exertion. If they fatigue, if 
they deprefs, if they leave behind them a conti- 
nual fenfation of pain and wearinefs, they debili^ 
tate indead of (Irengthening : but a due gradation 
in applying them, and habitual ufe, render eafy 
the moA vioknt. I could give the exa3: (leps of 
the. gradation adopted for my pupils, as the parti- 
culars refpe^ing M. de Chartres and hts brothers 
were minuted every two months in M. LebrunV 
Journal, and thofe relative to the other children in 
mine : but this account woulil be too long^ and 
would occupy too much room in a work dedicated 
t#^ extraSs and fezi.'naries- BefiJe, the gradation 

muft be varied according to the fubjeS, and the 
beft and fafeft rule that can be laid down is, to ex- 
amine attentively and confult the chiU on every 
exercife that he is dired:ed to perform. He (houid 
exert all his flrength, butihe weight ihould be di-" 
miniflied if it appear to occaiion him the lea/l 
pain. I will only fay in general, that the method 
of making an infenfible addition daily is a very bad 
one. Twelve years ago I made this experiment 
as to the pulley. Every day I put into the bag a 
tea-fpoon full of fand, and I found that the child 

; ♦-It is only in mountainous places, fuch for example as 
the environs of Thiers and Clermont, in Anvergne, that the 
country exhibits a heavtiful fpe^acle in winter. This pi^re- 
is. admirable ia its kind, when adorned with rocks, cafcades, 
frozen torrents, &c. but in flat countries the earth, ftripped 
of its verdure and ihades, aSersonJy the mod monotonous and 
ii^pid profpc<5t. 

flrained 
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ftrained as much to hoift it at the end of the two' 
months as the firft day, which ought not to be ihe- 
cafe. I then took out of the bag fixty tea-fpoons 
full. The child did not appear to raife4t any ea- 
ficr at firft, but in a fortnight he could doMt with 
extreme facility. Thus at every new ex^rcife^, 
or new addition, the child ought to ftfain a little, 
but without finding this effort painful. At the end 
of ten or twelve days he fltould not ftrain at all. 
If the contrary fhould take place, it is a proof that 
the weight is too great, and it ought to beLdimi- 
nifhed a little j and swhen . the child has acquired 
the capability of hoifting or carrying a weight 
without difficulty, he ought to perfeverc for three- 
of four months, at the end of which' time the 
vrcight is to be increafed to what he can bear with- 
\)u* great exertion, unlefs the exercife has been in- 
terrupted ; and in that cafe, on refumirig it, the 
weight (houid be fonfiewhat kf& than it was on his^ 
quitting it. ' 

When a child is In his fifth year, we ought to 
begin to excrcife him in running, to ma^il hira 
carry ^ light burdens, drive wheelbarrows propor-- 
tionate to his fize, at firft loaded with grafs, after- 
wards with branches of trees, fand, &c. When 
he has completed his fifth year, leaden foals, very 
light and thin at firft, ftiould be arfdetl to his flioes. 
In the cafe of a girl, thefe foals fhouM be faftened 
to the (hoes by a ribbon pafled round the bottom 
of the leg.y This precaution is not neceffary for 
boys, whofe feet are not concealed "by their clothes, 
and whofe leather ft>oes are lefs liable to cbme off 
than ftuflF flippers. At fix he (hould begin to carry 
the dofler and pttcher?, and fiicceffively in the 
courfe of the year, all the exercifes ihould be be- 
gun with ligh^ weights. My grand-daufi;hter,. 
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wliom I am now educating, and who is juft turned 
of five, hoifts up thirteen pounds with the puHey, 
without any exertion. Three months hence, when 
the hot weather is over, I fiiatl add two pounds 
more, for we fhould always take care to avoid in- 
creafmg the weight during the exceflive heat of 
fummer. Her llioes with leaden foles, which fli« 
has been in the habit of wearing for four months, 
have, during the two paft months, weighed ten 
ounces and a half j thofe of a child of the fame age 
and fize weigh without leaden foles three ounces, 
and thus fhe carries an extra weight of feven ounces- 
and a half, that is to fay, nearly half a pound. 
This weight I (hall not increafe thefe three months, 
and then only half an ounce, becaufe the progrcf- 
fions of weight fhould be particularly flow and in- 
fenfible from the age of five to eighty on account 
of fhedding the teeth, which takes place in that in- 
terval, during which we flwuld be carefuijiot to 
fatigue the ehild^ though it is at the fame time, 
highly neceflary to augment his ftrength. Ano- 
ther child nine years of age, whom I have had un- 
der my care for twelve months, but whofe phyfi- 
cal education was before very defeQivc, and whofe 
conftitution is extremely delicate, began thefe ex- 
ercifes only three months ago. She hoifts with 
the pulley twenty pounds ; her fhoes with leaden 
foles weigh twelve ounces ; thofe of Mademoifelle 
weigh two pounds ; each flioe confequently weighs 
a pound. Mademoifelle carries in her doffer fixty- 
two pounds ; but it is to be remarked, that the re- 
volution in her health, occafioned by my depar- 
ture, and the nervous eflFeds that were the confe- 
quence, have thrown her back in all thefe exer- 
cifes ; (he could not refume them till after an in- 
terruption of three months, and then with a dimi- 
nution 
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nution of all the weights. For example, before 
my departure fhe hoiiled forty pounds with the 
pulley, and now fhe can hotft cMaly thirty-four. 
Eight months ago M» de Boaujolloi^ hoiftedforty- 
fevcn pounds : he was then only eleven years old. 
I muft obferve, that a perfon never will be able to 
raifc with a pulley fo great a weight as he can car 17 
in his doflb'r. Mademoifelle d^Orleans carries in 
this way fixty-two pounds,, yet fhe can hoift but 
thirty •<K>ur. M. de Chartres carries two hundred 
and twenty-Hx pounds, and hoifls only ninety-fix : 
meanwhile this was more than any man who came 
to the houfe could hoift with eafe. From nume- 
rous obfervations which I have made, it appears 
to me, that the ftrongeft man cannot hoift a weight 
greater than that of his own body, yet by habit he 
may be able to carry three or four times that weight. 
I^have farther obferved, that the increafe of ftrength 
is p:u'tk«larly perceptible from fifteen\to feven- 
teen, efpe^i^ly in the laft year. M. de Chartres, 
for example, carried at fcventeen two hundred and 
thirteen pounds ; two months after, he carried two 
hundred and twenty-fix ; at the expiration of three 
months, he was -preparing to increafe this weighty 
when he iet off for Venddme, Unfortunately 1 
have only been able to purfuc this progreftlon 10 
the age of feventeen, never having had an oppor-. 
tunity of prolonging an education beyond that 
term ; but I have rcafon to believe that this in- 
creafe of ftrength continues a.t Icaft to the age ot 
twenty-four or twenty-five. Hence it woold fol- 
low, that a young man, accuftomed from his in* 
fancy to thefe progreffive exercifcs, and continuing 
them to that age, would acquire a degree ot 

urcnf.th 
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(Irength of which we can fcarcely form aa 
idea*^ 

In this recapitulation it has been feen, that I 
made them purfue certain fiudtes and exercifes with 
a Tiew to the utility which nnay ht derived fronft 
them in travelling. The following was my mo- 
tive : I am of opinion that the education of a young 
man cannot properly be finiihed till the age of 
•nineteen or twenty. I knew that my pupils wouM 
be taken from me as fooh as they ihould have at- 
tained their feventeenth year ; aad I anticipated^ 
if not with dread, at leaft with regret^ the nK>- 
ment when I Ihould fee them enter upon an emp-> 
ty, trifitng world, where the leaft fault to be ac- 
quired is a habit of idlenefs, and a dtilike of Audy 
and ferious converfation. I had fufficient confu- 
dence in the principles I had taught them, not to 
fear their falling into the vices and Ihameifu] irre- 
gularities fo common in the prefent day : but I 
beheld them at an age when the mind is as yet not 
perfeSly formed, and furrounded with all the er* 
amples and fedudtons that retard the progrefs of 
reafon, bliml the underftanding, deprave- the tafte, 
and debilitate the foul. The only Way that ap- 
peared to 4ne calculated to preferve them from 
thefe d^gers was to infpire th^m early with a de^ 
fire of travelling as foon they fliould be their own 
mafters. It is^ by no means difficult to inapart this 

* Thefe cxcrcifcs gave M. dc Chartres and his brothers a 
degree of bod^ily ftrength fuperiot, beyond compariioQ^ to 
•what is ttfiial at theii: age ; yet, notwithHandii^ tfty vigiUocc^ 
tliefe teercifes were in general neitber wefl nor regularly per- 
formed. M. Liebnin, as I bave faid, difHked thfm, and thej 
were tbereforc indolently executed, txceft under liiy owa 
eyes. Judge then from the accounts I have given of the de^ 
gree of bodily ftrengtk the£e children would have acquired, 
had aU the tutors in tbis rcfped po^eCed my zeal and punc- 
tuality. 
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defire to thofe who have imbibed every fpecies of 
knowledge which can render travelling truly agree- 
able, i took care that they (hould learn to travel 
with advantage, to make a journal, to diicriminate 
wifely, to enquire, to liden, and to derive infor- 
mation from every thing they might fee. After 
thefe cares, I was certain that, if they were per- 
mitted, the firft ufc they would make of their li- 
berty would be to traverfe all the provinces of 
France, and then to vifit foreign nations. There 
they might, without my aflift^nce, have com- 
pleted their education. Travelling cannot benefit 
«n ignorant young man, who has no knowledge of 
hiftory and the arts : on the road he travels pod from 
place to place ; in cities he poes to the play and 
other public amufements, is prefented at the 
houfes of the great, and fpends his time in vifits. 
He might as well ftay in Paris. But a well-in- 
formed youth, properly educated, fees every thing 
with a degree of intereft and curiofity ; he will not 
be conftantly (hut up in a carriage, but will per- 
form the greater part of his journey on foot, or on 
horfeback ; he can admire a beautiful landlcape, 
and knows how to transfer it to paper; he will ex- 
amine the plants with which he is unacquainted ; 
the manners of the peafant will be far more ime- 
refting to him than thofe of the metropolis ; fre-; 
quently will he ftop at the door of a cottage ; will- 
ingly will he repofe in a barn ; he who has been 
accuftomed to deep on boards will not be difireflfed 
becaufe his lodging is homely. If, in order to fee 
a natural curiofity, a grotto, a fingulaf cafcade, 
it be requifite to climb fteep rocks, to walk in nar- 
row paths formed by nature on the brow of a pre- 
cipice, to defcend into a deep cavern by the help 
bt a ladder or a fingle rope, .he will sot hefitate, 

• he 
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he will go without fear and without danger, foT 
thefe were the fports of his infancy. Should it be 
neceflary in a defert that can be traverfed only on 
foot, to carry two days provifion, he wiH cheer- 
fully (hare the fatigue with liis guide ; he wfll fay. 
This burden is nothings mydojjot weighed a hundred 
and fifty pounds mote^. Should he vifit a fea-port, 
he wiJI make fome (lay thete; he will compare 
the wealth, induftry, and refources of this foreign 
-mart with thofe of his own country already fami- 
liar to him. He will go imo all the manufaSories, 
-into tbe dock-yards, oh board the veflels; he wiH 
xnjoy and feel all the vdue of the efteeni fhewh 
him by his cohduSors, who in their turn will be 
aftonifhed to fee' a Frenchman of feventcen well 
"informed without being vain. Having fatisfied 
the veterafti feaman with the folidity of his know- 
ledge, he may poflibly have the amb'tion to afto- 
•nifh th^ young mariner by his aSivity, and, be- 
fore he quits the Ihip, fpring with agility to this 
yard-arm or the mart i\ead. In cities he will fre- 
<jucr«: fociety, to learn their manners and cuftoms, 
but it will be fociety of his own choofing : as hfe 
loves neither gaming nor the pleafures of the ta- 
ble, he will not vifit thofe who keep open Tioufes ; 
he wiH feldbm alfo be feen in the palaces of kings : 
lie feeks new obje6ts5 all courts refemble each 
other, and he who has Teen one knows all.. Fond 
of literature a:nd the arts, he will be eager to find 
our thofe who cultivate them with fuccefs; he 
will derive no fmall pleafure in converging with 
thenvifl^ their own language, io iliewing them that 

• Three years ago M. de Chartres made this anfwer te a 
perfoB who aflced him the day on which he wac admitted ^ 
knight o£ the order, i^ he were not opprelTed with the »»»* 
ik)f^e toeigbt of his Velvet doak, erahroid^ed^ withhold* 

he 
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he is not ignorant of the hiflory of their country, 
and that he is a flranger to no kind of knowledge. 
With them he will vifit the cabiDets of the cnrioysj 
and the wpikftiop of the artift. All the fludies 
which he has jufi quitted will thus repafs before 
his eyes; and the celebrated pidures, the moau- 
rnents, and chefs d'ceuvres of the arts of every 
kind that he fees will be engraven fo much the 
more deeply In his memor}''^ as he is acquainted 
with them before-hiand from accurate defcrip- 
tions* On his return to his hotels he will not be 
idle ^ he knows how to write a journal, a work 
that will habituate him to every kind of compofi- 
tion: in his will be found found criticifm, ftrifcing 
relations of cufloms and manners, fage re&eftion 
on laws and government, curious anecdotes^ fi^ag- 
ments of hiltory, defcriptions, and every thing 
that can paint men and intereft the world.-«->In this 
manner I dare believe my pupils would have aded, 
had it been in their power to travel when they 
quitted me ; and this hope and thefe motives bad 
a confiderable influence in the plan of education I 
purfued*. 

♦ At the moment of my fitriihbg this article of bodily ex- 
crdfesy letters from Vendomc ioform me of an a^idn of M. 
4leChartre8, whick^I Jhould h^ve been glad to have menti- 
oned under the article fivimming : but as the work went to 
prefs as faft as 1 furniihed copy> the (heet in which that article 
is contained was printed ofif. I iball content myfelf therefore 
with obfcrriag htre, that M. de Chartrea has jad faved the 
life of a man (infpec^r of bridges and roadsat Vendome ) who 
was on the point of being drowned, by leaptn^^ into the river 
the moment he heard his cries. 
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0/ 2J/V^ 

1 HAVE always found that, fcoth in public and 
private education^ too littk attention has been paid 
lo the regimen which children ought tQ obferve; 
as if k were merely a ixiatter of indiflFercnce whe- 
tl)er the bealtlx were good or bad. On this bead I 
can only repeat what I have faid at laxge in Adela 
3Lnd Theocbre. I fhall only add^ that health de^* 
pcnds principally on two things^ te^iperanoe, and 
a knowledge of our conflitution. It is not fuffi« 
cieut thererore to prevent your pupil frpm eatii^ 
iinivholeCbme things ; he muft be rendered ab- 
ilemious^ and taught perfefily to know the qua- 
lities of aUmjenLSy what are falutary and what de- 
trimental to him ; without whieh^ he will under* 
mixic and deftroy the good health you have given, 
h'un as loon as he becomes his owrt mailer. To 
make him abilemious, exam]>te> as in aill other 
thing<s^ will have fav more weight with him than 
preqept; but, ab»ve all, if he be inclined togl^t-^ 
rony, we fhould not fuffer any one to jefi: with 
him upojithe fubjed; when it is made a matter 
of pleafaniry, he will jio linger confider it as a 
vice> but ss an accompliihment, and the cure will 
be impoflihle. There are certain kinds of food 
which are prejudicial to every body j as tnrts, fait 
FHeat^ rich foiu>s, cream, trufBes, mufhrooms, 
&c. i and the lame xmy be faid of all fpirituous 
Jicjuors. There are others wholefome in them* 
felves^ but very improper for particular conftitu- 
tutions : as milk^ fo injurious to bilious perfbns^ 
or thafe who are fubjeSt to conapJaints of the liver ; 
and acids,, pernicjo'usto all who have weak lungs, 
to very thin children, and to all young perfons at 
VotAh N a certain 
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a certain period of life. The advice of the oracle 
cf Delphos, Knoix) thyfelfy to be completely ufeful, 
ought to be pnderflood phyfically as well as mo- 
rally. A child therefore fliould learn to know him- 
felf in both reJpeSs ; and I would fay to one child, 
that he ts inclined to melancholy; that he is 
fluggifh and indolent, that he has a brown and yel- 
tow complexion, and fometimes fpotted with a 
chilky red, becarufe his liver is diibrdercd, and he 
is of a bilious habit; I would then pornt out to 
'him the regirt^en that he ought to follow, %id, 
without 'deception, would promife him chearfiil- 
nefs, "Vivacity, ^nd a good complexion, upon con*- 
cKtion that he'fleep lefs, tlfc mcJre exercife, and 
totally ibftatH from imllk,* eggs, fat viinds, &c. 
To another, who is fubjeft to choler, ^and is of 
a fanguine temperament, Twoiild fay, dut he will 
get rid of his frequent painful fenTations, dnd cor^ 
^ reft the haftinefs of his temper, 'if he Aviflobfcrve 
a foft and cooling regimen, renounce ifarihaceous 
vegetables, eat lefs 'breads ^c, ^c* iTiefe chil- 
dren 'will confider health as fb much the tnore valO'- 
able, as th$y will know th^ffhcPftale of thclx>dy 
has great influence on that of the mind-: ffcce pcr- 
'fUaded of this truth, they will fed, to the degree 
that I wilh them, how beneficial and eftimable 
^temperance/is. At the fame time I would tell 
f them that this influence, refulting from the ftate 
' of 'the* body, is capable of being fubdued, and that 
reafon ean ahvays triumph over thefe mere animal 
fiifpofitions : but that it is ncverthelefs both pru- 
dent and neceflary to fpare ourfelves, as much as 
poflible, painful cotiflids and habitual fafferii^s ; 
that the author of nature, who only wt(hes our 
happinefs, impofes on us beneficent laws even 
when he appears to demand rigorous facrifices ; 

that 
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that to every, virtue he has affixed a recompenfe ; 
and that the reward of tempercnce is to render 
more eafy the cxercife of all other virtues, and to 
beftow a perfeS and unaheraWe health. 



Account of my private Labours for my Pupils. 

T 

1, A HE journal which I kept daring the ftpft 
thr^^ years, containing, my obfcrvations upon the 
childrert, &c. 

3. The journal which I continued for a period 
of fix- years, written purpofely for the infpeSion 
of my pupils, and which thejr read every day. 

3. Another journal of our readings, in which I 
gave an account of every work as foon as we had 
finifhed it % writing the title, the name of the au- 
thor, the number of volumes, and the date when 
the reading ended, 

4. 1 he remarks, obfervations, and difcuffions^ 
which I have been obliged to write in M. Lebrun's 
Journal. This work confifts of eleven large vo- 
lumes, which would make at leaft twenty ui prints 
and of which the quantity of three or four was 
written by myfelf. ;;; 

5. My obfervations on the other journals of the 
education, thofe of Barois,MademoifelleRime,&c« 

6. The moral and religious inflruSions which 
I have fucccffively given to my pupils, and which 
they have learned by wrote, *and an enormous 
quantity of loofe papers which I wrote at the be- 
ginning of every feafon, under the title of Plans 
for the Morning* : thcfe I did not infer t in the 

N a , Journal, 

♦ Thcfe plans for the morning ought to "be renewed on the 

cllanges of the feafon, on account of the walks, the hours fw 

which 
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Jaurn^, becaufe ihey contained a diftrljHitiQa of 
riBae which I fi;hmitte.d to the ex^i;^i nation Qf the 

•^ther preceptors. 1 reqififed tlaa^t all th|^ ilodiea 
and the time alluted to each %)uld be comprifed 
4n the morning; but I gave thefe gentlemen leave 
to make their remarks on the arranfi^ement, and 
to aher fuch things in k as'might be inconvenient to 
them : thps they exajniined H)y p^p^r^ retwncd 
it to me with their remarks, when I altered what 

-appeared to me reafbnable, ahd M. Lebrun then 

^copied the Jjfan in his Journal, with^ this title-*- 
Diftnhationo/Tme dir^ilrd by Madame de Sillery, 
I have k^pt all the loofe papers in ray hand-writ- 

'■ ing, which make the quantity c^ a volume. 

7. All' the thronolpgical eictrad^, making a^ 
enormous vohin^e, which my pupils ^teamed by 
lieart^'wwe drawn up by me^ aad writtctti with 

'my own hindw 

£. The fubjefis fer the magic kntera, all 
written \>y myfelf. 

^9. The ^xplanatidn of the tapeftry of Mademoi^ 
felle d'Oi'leans* chamber, another volume. 

'1 0. Remarks, notes, ajid explanattoirs, toge- 
ther with many analyfes, entirely re-written from 
the literary xronmiqn places of my (HipHs; con- 
taining imiong others an analyfts of the following 
poems: theHtiad^ the Odyffey, the Eneid, the 
Lufiad, the Henridd, and Paradife Loft, which 
is entirely of my own compofition; befide fix teen 

•large becks of analyfes, made by the pupils them- 

' whjchmuft vjry apcQrHipg.t^i the time of tjie year; and the 
pla^ oI{ludy foj winter, Aiiniper, &G. cannot fer^e £com one 
year to another, becaufc the' age of the pupil is not the fame : 
one fort of ftticjywfll-denia|»(i ntore tmic next year, another 
lei64 and tlieii* proiciency, new niaHets^ &C will .intemipt 
the arrangement every year. 
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felves, of all the plays they have feen^. or that we 
read, together with marginaT notes and obferva- 
tions in my own hand. 

II. Hiflorical, geographical, and mytholdk* 
gical extraSs, which I made myfelf from what> * 
we read ; ne^er reading a work to the^i without 
making an extraQ of greater or kfs length. Thefe 
extr^^ wei'e perufed continually ; they are all 
written with my own hand, partly in ftitched and 
partly in bound books, making the quantity of 
about three large volumes. 

tural hiffory. 

1.3. AriotSer volume, la- my own handr writing,. 
oh Medicine for the Uje of young People ^fboth Sexes^ 
and an Botany and Cnemijfry as applied to Medicine 
and the Arts^ . 

14* Two other voluni^s in my own liand ; on?t 
on Religion, . the other endtlcd,* Explanation of 
ffords Utile knewn. r 

1 5. One large volume of Mifcellaneous Lite- 
fatufe ; confiffing of the moft beautiful paflfagesj^ 
both in pVole an4.. verfe, of tlie beft Engliih ^ndl 
Ttalian authors ; befnle three frfiall duocfecirao itt 
vol'urties of vocabularies and dialogues thofe lan- 
guages, and in German ; all made by myfelf, and ' 
■Written in'my own haiid. 

16. Critical, n tes written in my own hand in 
fhe margins of certain books j^amon^ others, of* 
Rochefoucault^s Maxims. 

i 7.- Corre^iorts of the compofiiions of my pii- . 
pils, which I have kept, and which together 
niake a large voluhie. 

\%, Journals of the tours and excurfions which 
I made with my pupils ; confi(ling of four vo- 
lumes. 

N 3 19. A 
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rg. A minute defcription of all the cabinets an J 
curiofities which we have feen at Paris ; a very 
large volimie. 

20. A defcnplion of all the arts, trades, and 
manufaflures- which wefaw \ two volumes. 

All the works above mentioned, written en- 
tirely with my own hand, make thirty*five large 
iTianufcript volumes, and in print would amount 
nearly to fifty. Of thefe I have in my poflTeflion 
all the originals. Copies of them are now pre- 
paring for my pupils, who are defirous of having 

the complete collection, which was made folcly 
lor tTiCir t)enenr, ana wmcn tney haver^d'te- 

teral times in the courfe of thei reeducation. 

Confiderab!e as this labour may appear, it is 
but a part of what I have done for thtm, I wiflied 
them to preferve for ever in their memory the 
fruit both, of their own reading and mine ; Ifore- 
r-xw that theO^ unwieldy volumes which I pur- 
pofed to give them at the clofe of their education, 
"wer^ the lefs likely to be read, from uOt being 
eafily portable, and as they knew them by heart; 
had I made them in duodecimo, ftill I was fen- 
fibk that it is always inconvenient to carry a book 
in the pocket, and that it thereby frequently be- 
comes injured and fpoiled : it was therefore ne- 
ceflfary (btfide the voUirjieB of which 1 haye fpoken, 
fit only to be confulted occafionally, and which 
muft generally remain on a iliclf in their library) 
to dcvife fome means uf furnifhing them with a 
fmaH portable colJedion for daily ufe, and which 
would thus be truly ferviceable. I conceived 
therefore the defign of making my extraSs over 
-again, of arianging them in a different order, 
and of claffing all the incidents and femiments \in- 
-^rder diftmct heads. For example^ 1 cxtradefj 

from 
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from the hiftonans, the naoralifts and the poets^ 
whatever occurred to me on the fubjeS o^ friend- 
Jliip. For this purpofe I confulted my former ex- 
tra Qs, and to complete my purpofe I had recourfe 
to a frefh feries of reading, fiibjoining to the ex— 
traAs of Frtnch authors (everal beautiful paflages- 
in Englifh and Italian upon the fame fubjeS. My 
treatife upon friendfliip prefently amounted to ty^Or 
"Volumes in a very fmall fiz;e or one hundred and 
fixty pages eachj^ and containing a cohfiderable 
quantity of matter, as they were written in my.- 
own hand extremely cfofe and fmair. I procured 
two pocket-books of Morocco leather, of thefize 
of my manufcript, and inclofed in each of them- 
one of theiittfe vohimes^. Each pocket-book was 
ornamented' in the infide with a handfome mi- 
niature analogous to the fubjeA. It is aflonifhmj- 
how fuccefsful this invention was upon the minds. 
of my pupils.. As they had many occafions to have.- 
a pocket-book coitftanify about them,, they found- 
it very dclightfufto add to it an agreeable pi6lure^ 
and the commodious addition of an important and 
tnftru6Hve manufcript,. to which they might have 
recourfe at every idle moment. They begged me 
to give them, a pattern foe tliefe pocket-books ^ 
they fet themfelVes to draw and paint proper fub- 
jeflts to OTTiament them> and determined to learn- 
the drt of making pocket-books themfelves ; they 
were eager to improve in their wricing that they 
might be able to tninfcribe fuch little bflfoks ; in 
fiiie, they were for fomc time unable ta think- ©r 
any thing elfe. Madame d'Oieans gave me about 
rfiat time her portrait in miniature, reprefenting 
her with Mademoifelle in her arms. I ptaced this 
at the head of one of my volumes,, and the fabj^Q:^. 
tf^afcd in it were virtue and innocence, Ih this, as 

N '4. in; 
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IB the others^ I inferted fome Italian and Englifh 
verfes, and added Bailer's fine ode on Virtue, in 
Cerman. I finlllied it the 9th of February j 789, 
and was going to write the date confomnably to the 
cuftom 1 have of dating all my exti:aQs, when M. 
de Chartres, who was with me, aflced permiflion 
to write on the laft page cxf the book a Latin vejfe 
from Horace, applicable to Madame d'Orlcans; 
the following is a translation of rt, vfhich he wrot^ 
underneath : Modepy^ ineorruptibk fidelity^ and im- 
(idgrned truth , find in her their moj} perf&U image. 

I next made a pocket-book en liberty^ of a 
larger fizf ; but ftill capable of being carrieid hx the 
pock«t. In this { placed two charming miniatitres 
taken from nature; one r^ppeftnting M. de Chartres 
giving the firft ilroke of the axe to th€ cage of 
Mount Saint Michael, the other the demolition of 
the BaJlile. I alfo placed it in a pebble from the 
ruins of the Biftile, having pt^ vioufly got it cut 
nnd poliflied : over this pebble I wrot« the four 
following lines, compofed on purpofc by M. 
Pieyre, and which will, certainly be read with 
pleafure, 

V 

B-edcutable inftrument 4u pouvolr defpotique, 
J'outragcai trop long-terns la nature & les lohc, 
X.a France e'arme enfin pour le plus faint des 4roit8, 
£t ma chute ajSermit la liberie publi(|ue*. 

• Redoubted engine of tyrannic fway, 

I- taught mankind to tremble and obey : 

At fight of me ieven Mature ftjood appallM ; 

Each nerve unftmng, each intelleid enthraU'd. 
. Such power was mine, till indignation came, 

G*ertiumM my wsdls, and blotted out my name. 
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r^fter\varde made a poctet^book oii pntn'otifin'^' 
and ihen anotHer on the fubjed of ccurts and cour^ 
thrs : after which I wrote \n this way upan Itff- 
tory and mythology. I then reTumtd moral 
themes, and made pocket-boolcs on the following 
fubjeSs : Cur i of it y ; country life ; beauty and the^ . 
grace f I talents y. affability and niTd.'fy ; nielanchaJy \ 
gaiety ; celebrated ancient- arid msd^rn ptereptorf, 
zaith an account of their Ii*ues and writings ; prema- 
ture children ; tempertince ; youth ; one on oracles^ . 
fybilsy foothfayers, aJ^roJogersy andfuperjiilim'^fix' 
on travels \ on time and Jiudy\ on glory \ on cele^ 
bratrd women ; on' the peoph\ eh luxiiry\ two on thi - 
arts\ abridgment of Fe7ieJoh\ al^ridgmeiit of Pafcal\ . 
Jour on religion^ tivo of fnifcelMei% on the dr^Jf^s ^ 
of the ancients ^\on ancient and modern gymnnfiics ; . 
on medicine y with an aecoimt' of celebrated phyftci cats ^ 
ancient and modern y amount ing -in. all to fifty-on€l 
pocket-books, of which fheleaft contains a hun- 
dred and fifty pages, and the majority of them a 
hundred and fcventy, or a hundred and ninety, » 
written, in my own hand extremely clofe and c 
fmall. in generd they are of the fmall duodecimo 
fme, blit there gre^welvt of them nearly as lar'ge 
as o£karo*. Beiide thefe fifty-one which are 
finifltcd, I have nineteen others beguft on different 
fubjefts. This work- I did nrtt think of under- 
taking till towards the clofe of the year 1 788 ; and- 
I have therefore written all ttiefe'vofurhes in three 
years. My pupifohave profited aftohifhingly by 
thefe new extrads, which eontaih theeflence of 
what they had been taught, with infinite addition^^ 
and interefting and curious incidents, which hag 
the cbarm^ of novelty. Nor were the acc^Sairy . 

* Thefe confiil of two Hundred and ^y p»^s each* 

N 5 ' f circumftances^' 
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cifcumftances, as elegance of form, convenience 
xX fi^e fo as to be portable, the addition of a 
fine miniature or beautiful dmwing, hy any meftns 
ufelefs ornaments; it is of more importance than 
is commonly imagined to negleS nothing that can 
cmbelliih morality arid inftruflion in the eyes of 
youth. In fine, the method I have purfued claffcs 
events and ideas regularly in the mind ; and if we 
vant an incident, a motto, or a quotation upon 
any fubje^, it may be found without difficulty in 
this 'little library, nothing more being neceflaiy 
than to turn to the pocket-book, the title of which 
anfwersto the fubjeS we have in vicw.^ This 
(x»mpilation I endeavoured to render equally en- 
tertaining and ' curious . by my feleSion and re- 
fearches. I have av6ided inferttng a fingle line 
from my own works, that J might jiavc room for 
all that is mod Arikingin our btft authors, con- 
ttmtbg myfelf with adding a few notes. I pur- 
pofe'to complete the undertaking, and to purfue 
this intereilingcollcSion as far as eighty or ninety 
y9]ymes. Some of them I intend to print, in a 
fmall fize, fo as to be placed like jnine in pocket- 
bopks. The following will be the firft 1 fhall pub- 
}iih ; $n patriMifm ; vn liberty ; on courts and cmr^ 
tiers. If thefe fpecimens appear to be ufeful to 
.thofc who have the inftruSion of youth, the reft 
ihall be publifhed in fucceflion*. 

Thusfmce 1 have had the care of my pupils, I 
have written, as I have already faid, the quan- 
tity of thirty-Sve voliimes for their education, . be- 
fide thefe fifiy-one pocket books that are finiftied, . 
and i>ineteen ethers that are begun. All thefe 

* And in the £une iize, fo ts to 1)6 coQYciucDtl^r carried m 

works . 
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tvorks are dated: of confequence it cannot poflibly 
be faid that 1 include in the number cxtra^Ssmade 
■ before my arrival at lielle Chaffe, particularly as 
J have ftill in my polTefiion a)l the manufcripts 
which I wrote prior to that period, except what 
have been printed i for intlance a journal which I 
began in my yobth, confifting of nine Kirge vo- 
kimes bound, wjitten while I •lived fn the worfd, 
and a confiderable part of it at the Palais Royal ; 
fny travels into Switzerland, Italy and Holland, 
which form fix enormous volumes ; and even my 
excurfion to England fince ,my being at Belle 
Chafle,. and which I have not included in the works 
of education,, becaufe the excurfion was made 
without my pupils. I have befidefour bound vo- 
lumes of extraSs,. and about the fame quantity 
unbound, and a work in three voliimes, the fruit> 
of ray imagination,. Thefe nuke aH^ together 
twenty-feven nwnufcript Violumes, written in my? 
own hand, and not comprifed in the account of myt 
labours for my pupils,^ becaufe inASithey wer^ 
finifhed before the children*, were comrnktcd to* 
my care; and among th^fe manufcripts I reckons 
none that I have publifhed either before or fince 
rtiy arrival at Belle Chafle ;. nor a Jomnal in jtwor 
volumes written at that place for my daughter,-, 
whofe education was not finiihed' tilt feme yeai^si 
after my firft refidence there. I ought to add, be-, 
fore 1 pnclude this account^ that [have given tCK 
the public, fince my arrival at Belie Chalfe, foyr-i 
teen volumes, exclu^ve of the prefent ipublication'.t 
Ail thefe works^ extra3s and manufcriptS; may« 
pofleis perhaps little merit ; but certainly fh^ iabonr- 
of executing.tbeni is immf^nfe,,,^94fji^;^ch a de-.- 
gree that^e^fecitai may a9g|i|^^fU}uIous; non 
iiiould I have had th^ coui;age to have made It if 1/ 

had 
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had not my pupils and fifteen pearlons befide at 
^itnefles to its truth : I have even a farther proofs 
that admits of no reply, iince the manu&npts in 
my own hand-writing are ftill in my poCeffioiu \ 
had uo fecretairy, no amanuenfis,. t Iiave written 
every thing; myftlf, and no perfon has ever aJQUfted 
Tc^ in a (Ingle extra £1, either by gtvisg me noieS| 
or reading and marking paflkges &i: n^e. 

My fepitratei. Laimrrfor Mademoifeile i'OrJeanA, 

A ALONE taught her ta pby on the hacp, and 
^ meehed 1 adopted rendered k necefiary tooom^ 
pofe a«d to note an infinite number of paUages and 
prelude^) which, diii^i^ th^ firll year, occupies z 
tioflfideFable poitien or time<. 1^ alfe invemect 
witbia rke fea/t three years msmy new things on 
tiie haifp> which it was nf^cefiary to pra^ft by 
ixiyr&^f, that 1 might beequai to the teaching tfaem ; 
and iinalty having> uadertaken to pla^ with Made- 
moifeNe^ I'fenndf i^ neeeflUij to continur the prac- 
tice I had beguai 

Hlbdemolfetle being present a« oup hiOoPicaland 
mythological r^adingp, I gave- her no .feparatG* lef- 
fOfis cm i^fe* fiibje^; but I g*ve botb^ htfrand 
Ilf« de Beaujolk»is leflbns in orthography^ and^e^' 
ikiad at feveral others. Aa I w>as defiroos that to 
knoivrledge and talents. Mademoiftile- ObumVi unite' 
Ihaf rea#4Te(« at mamiat employroem whkH is to 
'i>ecomifig in a femali^, and tend^ to ma^ke her 
pleafed whfa a fedenHary lifej I' caufed' her to be 
taught ndl only to few, to- embroider, dire, but 
alfe^every trade that requires nenhtr much (Irength, 
nor many ifx^etnentf^ fuch a« turnery, making 
ymkw bflrfket^^ and aa^ficial 6<»wef« 5 md' theH*^ 

with 
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with many others of the {aniekindy 1 leahiedwitli 
her and the young perfons who have the happine& 
to be her companions and ff leAds. lliefe leflons 
were deemed recreations becaufel partook in them, 
and thus did I give her rcfources of every kind 
agamft wearifonieaers and want of employment, 
Moft of thefe works, when the children had ac- 
quired fome flftiJl in them^ were performed during 
the readings, by which they preferved their know- 
ledge of them without devoting to them any dif- 
tinS portion of time*. To M. de Beaujoilois I 
dedicated every care that could be bedowed on a 
child of his age ^ but eighii' months before he quit- 
ted oie all his ftudies were interrupted, fhortened', 
and deranged, by Madame d'Orleans. As to the 
inoral principles which my pupils received frohi 
me, a judgment may be formed from my own 
Journal and that of M. Lebrun \ and if to thefe 
feflbns be added thofe found in my printed works, 
which tkey have read feveral times, with copious 
«xtra£ks from our beft mdralifts, it will be acknow- 
kdged that no preceptor ever gave his pupil a more 
extenfive and complete courfe of morality. 

Thus ha^c I givfen a faithful account of my con- 
AjS^, and an exa6^ abftrafl: of mfy kbours. Vn - 
queftiortably a perfon eudowed with fuperior ta*- 
fente might d<^ bttter^ but to iU more^ to difplay 
greatier 'Tiieai a^id aSivit^ it is impoffible. Tiie 
fird fix years of the education I fpentSii complete 
retirement^ 1 the»7 permitted my pupils to fee 
eompaiiy,. once, a week^ from fix- tiil nine in the 

♦' Fbr the firfl four years I prefieldd at the drawing aca* 
dttrty, bht I played- diiring tht? time on* tlfof han^r. Wiieb'I 
ceafed-to prcfide; I* eftaWiflied a reading albffd, wliicH wCt 
performed in the coujitry by M. Lebrun. I alfo accuftcABd> 
sft^ptijp>Si6'to rea4 wlule their hair was drefling. 

evening; 
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evening ; and at laft, during th^ pad eighteen 
months, I changed thcfe evening vifits for a dinner 
(ftill once a week), to which I invited five or fix 
perfons alternately. The evening vifitors had be- 
come fo numerous that it was impoflible to have 
much eonverfation with them. My pupik had ac- 
quired from them pofitencfs anctthe manners of the 
world ; but I wiihed to give them a tafte for foci- 
€ty and ufeful converfation, and this induced me 
to fiibftitute dinners in the room, of evening vifits: 
but this one day in the week excepted, we ftill 
continued to live in our profound foHtudei At a 
quarter after nine, when my pupils quitted me to 
go to fupper,. M. d'Orffeans and two or three per- 
fons of ray own family came to paft an hour with 
me, and* upon their retiring the grate of the con- 
vent of Belte Chafle was Ihpt, and 1 ftudicd atone 
till two or three o*tlock in the morning* h was 
by leading this regular and laborious life, by giving 
up ail kinds of vifits, by interfering in no bufinefs, 
by continuing no correl^ondence,. by refufing to 
receive any letters that came to me by the general 
poft*, by difregarding my health, and by great 

• * I received fo manj letters, packets and mannfcripts 
which people had the mdifcretion to fend me hy the poft, 
that to avoid ruin and the lofs of immenfe time, I was forced, 
five years ago, to fend notice to the general poft that I fhould 
in future rcfufe all letters coming to me by that conveyance. 
Frequently, indeed, 1 received in that way anonymous letters 
filled with the moll opprobrious language ; but if works in 
which the caufe of religion and morality is uniformly defended 
invite enemies, they alfo procure friends, and I hefitate not to 
f'ly that mine have obtainedme a great number of friends in the 
different provinces of France and in foreign countries. The 
lofsof-thefe tcftimoniesof €fteem, which were fo dear tome, 
and which were fent by the poft, I regret : but I was obliged 
to add this facrifice to the many I ]»d already made to jny 
dttty. > 

watching 
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watching and fatigue, that I was enabled to per- 
form fo riiany things. In confiding the education 
of his fon to a woman, M. d*Orleans certainly did 
a very extraordinary thing ; and I felt that I ought 
to juftify this confidence by devoting all my time 
and talents to the charge. This I have done with 
» regularity and perfeverance, which aflurcdly no 
man about the court (for there his choice mud have 
fallen) would have been capable of. The particu- 
lars of my conduft could not be known. When 
one lives in the retirement to which I devoted my- 
felf, there arc no panegerifts to puff us; partifans 
are not made without great loFs of time, and there 
are no praifes that I would feek at fuch a price. 
Befide, the two principal tutors who* were con- 
cerned with me in the education, far from doing ' 
me juftice, employed the extreme leifurc I allowed 
them in fpeaking ill of me : difcourfesof^his kind 
were fwallowed with avidity by the courtiers of the 
Palais Royal, difpleafed that the choice of M. 
d'Oi leans did not fall on one of them, and by their 
means were propagated through the great world of 
fafhion, where fatire always meets a welcome re- 
ception. The men of letters, who in general hated 
me becaufe I have always done without their ad- 
vice, have never fought .their fociety and ftilf lefs 
their fupportf and becaufe, while I efteemed and 
admired what was excellent in their publications, I 
at the fame time freely cenfured their principles 
when I conceived them to be of a dangerous ten- 
dency, thefe literary charaSers treated me with as 
little jurtice as n>en of the world. Laftly, di£Fer- 
ence of political opinions has completed the ma- 
nia of abufe. I love the revolution, but diforder 
and intrigue I detefl:. I am not of the party Called 
m$dfrate men, Vecaufe they are undecided, timid. 

or 



aSo yournal of Education 

or treacherous, and becaufe principles arid oaths 
admit of no rcftriQion; to conapound with thctfi 
is impoifibte, we muft either wholly rejeS, or 
adopt and purfue thenr>. I ani not of the party - 
called "Violent patthtsy becaufe they want a re- 
public, which is contrary to the coii^itution ^nd to 
the civic oath : I have therefoi e againft me the ad- 
herents of both parties, as wefl as all thofe among 
the trucfriends of th^ conftitutron,,who fet no Value 
on the reformait ion of manners and wifh the down* 
fall of religion. 1 have had to encounter a ftill 
more irrccon«iiabf€ and envenomed hatred^ that of 
the arirtocrats, particularly the numerous- enemie3> 
of li^, d'Orleans, and the new friends^ of N4t ardamtf 
d'Orlcans. It is not therefore to be wdiidered at 
that I am the butt of fo many cah^mnies, fatius 
and libels. For thrcfe years paft the oh^eA has 
been to depiS.me as a perfon devoted to ambition 
and affairs of ftate, forming cabals, enteftainirtg 
the leaders of parties, concerting deepdefigns with 
them in private, &c. 

Let me afle thofe who fhall r^d the prefent 
publication^ whether it has been pofiibk for m^ to 
have concerned myft If with intrigues, in the course 
of the twelve yestrs of which I have given an ac- 
count ? I defy ahy one to relate a fingle faft of 
this kind; and I here dec Jafe ihat I have all my 
life been fo void of 'ambition, fo p^rfeSly difin- 
terefted, that I have never folieited thc^ leaft fa- 
vour, never waited on a minifter, but' haVe even 
broken off my intercourfe with thofe whom' bfc- 
fore their preferment I had known atid" efte'femed. 
T*jat I have had nothing to do with focb tlSngs 
has been folely Owing to myftlf ; fiAoe, dtifin^ 
the lives of the M. de Puyfieulx- and the Marfliat 
d'Etree, it would have been very praSkabk for 

m 
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tn€ to have obmined reverfioffs of penfions on my 
life ; bm I itetther afked ndr accepted them. In a 
word. To gre^t ha^ been my difguft through life 
for biiiinrfs of every fort, and fo manifeft my in- 
diffierence, or if you pleafe incapacity, that in no 
inftance have any of my friends thought proper 
to confult me on their affairs. I liften to the i^e- 
qital of their griefs with the lIveKeft emotion ; but 
the inffant the concerns of fortune or ambition are 
menrroned, I become abfent and inattentive, as 
my jfnfwers fufBcrently evince. I boaft not of fhts 
as si ^rtue^ and perhaps friendship has a right to 
Ire offended at it, but it is impoflibfefor me to take 
a part in things thait are in my eyes of no valiicL 
1 hs^ve al\yayi5 be^n averft to pomp and what is fo 
impToperly called grandeur : they have ever ap^ 
peared to me wearifome and embarraffing. I love* 
only mediocrity *^, and tha:t for ^ thoufand reafofts; 
but particularly, I confcfs, becaufe it requires not ^ 
the care of fuperintending revenues,, and tlite ac- 
counts Gff rteward*, becaufc no externa! fhow an5 
parade are neceflary, and becaufe the time of it's 
poffeflbr is his own. Since the great fevents that 
have lately paffed before our eyes, I liflen t6 pub- 
lic affahiJ with attention, becaufe fuch converfa- 
tionis nothing more than a continual difcuflion of 
moral principles that are mbfl: intereiling both to 
the underftanding and the heart. But this kind of 
intefeft infpires neither a tafte for intrigue, nor a 
defire to meddle in private affairs ; and I can Jlill 
declare wi^h equal truth t;hat I have neither di- 

* By aha]^y mediocrity I imdcrftand three of fotir huodfecl 
II year, a fmaU farm at the diftancb of at Icaft a huildr^ leagues 
from Paris, a neat garden of five or 0x acres| a maa-iiprvaiit^ 

a maid-ferTant, and a gardener. This is the only 

cafiie I ever built in ibe ait, 

reflly 
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rcQly nor indireSIy Interfered in any, and ttiat 
M. d'Orleans, whom I have the honour to fee al- 
raoft every day, has never confulted me refpefiing 
his*. For exaaiple, when his InftruHims ^ ar 
work containing fuch valuable principles, made 
its appearance, I had no pirevious knowledge of it, 
and had never read it till it was in the hands of 
every body. I do not know even by fight his fe- 
cretaiics and agents; and in (hort M. d'Orleans 
has never alked my advice in things of this nature, 
either before or fince the revolution, juftly think- 
ing that I am neither capable nor defirous.of giving 
it on fucK fubje6ls; and knowing at the fanije 
time that I wifh only for his confidence relative to 
Ills children. I do not make this declaration with 
a view of diminifhing the hatred entertained for 
me by the enemies of M. d'Oiieans, which is 
foltly derived from my inviolable attachment to 
him, and the profound contempt with which their 
abfurd calumnies and pitiful ar{s infpire me. la 
xlefpite of their lies and intrigues, M. d'Oileans 
has acquired an eternal right to the gratitude of 
the public, by the luflre and importance of his fer- 
yices, by the facrifices he has made, by the coa- 
ftancy and purity of his patriofifm, and to the 
-people and the true friends of liberty he will ever 
be dear. Thus when I declare that I have o t 
had the flighfeft influence on hisconduQ, and that 
he has never confulted me refpefiicg either his 
projeSs ox his affairs, my intention is only to re- 

• His laft letter on the regency excepted, which has been 

inferted in fome of the periodical publications. This is the only 

inftance in which M. d'Orleansererpnftilted me relative to 

.public affairs; atid as I have refolved not to violate truth in th^ 

l^^il circun^fl^nce, I think i^ necefTapy to x^entioa t^ fa<5h}i. 

\ 
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lafe an inccntrovertible truths and to exhibit my- 
felf fuch as I really was, folely occupied with my 
duties, my pupils, and the labours of which they 
•were the objeQs. Many no doubt will fay that 
this apology fir my conduSf ii infinitely too Jong^ and 
many will tor very good reafons think- it much too 
minute. But it is impoffible to give a cfear and 
complete juftification of a private and fedcntary 
life without entering into a multitude of little par- 
ticulars. For twelve years injuftioe and calumny 
have been unable to make nje break filence ; but 
they have within thefe three years rifen to fo ex- 
traordinary a heighr, the writings in which I am 
accufed of forming cabals^ plots, and intrigues, 
have fo multiplied, thefe abfurd fables are fwai- 
fowed with fo much pleafure by a certain clafs of 
fociety, unfortunately too numerous, and 1 have 
fuffered fo many flanders and perfccutions, public 
as well as private, that I have at length refolded 
to anfwer them in the only way that can com- 
pfetely juftify me, by exhibiting this faithful pic- 
ture, and giving an account of the employment of 
every hour of my life for the laft twelve years. 
In a court of juftice we prove that we have not 
committed an aSion of which we are falfely ac- 
Cufed, by edabliihing an alibi : I prove in like 
manner, by relating the particulars of what 1 have 
done for my pupils, that it is morally and phyfi- 
cally impcflible for me to hav^ employed myfelf 
on any thing, but their education. It appears to 
the world in general very natyral, that they who 
have caufes pending (hould print voluminous cafes, 
filled with minute details of private chicanery, and 
in which are unbluOiingly di^layed the injuftice, 
and frequently the fhame of a brother, a father, 
k hufband, Ar^r. even vrfien the vile intcrefts of 

money 
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money or of ambition only are concerned : but is 
rtot reputation, next to virtue, tlie mod valuable 
of all pofltffidns? Is it abfurd, is it etcn {lingular, 
io defend it when we bave the iheans ? Is it not 
permiflible to fpeak of ourfelves, of our private 
conduS, of our feelings and fentiments, and to 
plead a caufe with warmth^ unlefs to acquire mo- 
ney in a place ? • . . . My jtiftification 
however is only an epifode in the volumes, which 
contain, dlftin^ froiti this confideration, ^'fuffi- 
cient number of new obfervations and precepts 
upon the fiibjeS of education for hie to flatter my 
felf, that in publifhiitg theni ! prefent a work tru- 
fy ufcfulto children^ to mothers of families, and 
to preceptors. Let the world' n>3W ht rhy judge;- 
tliis is what 1 have wifhed ; imd envy, hatred and 
malice nriay henceforth vent tlieir rage^ it will 
give me ho diKurbance. In this publication, to- 
gether with my other works, the upright and feel- 
ing nfiind will ever firtd a refutation of all the ca- 
lumnies tbat (hall be direSed againff my probity, 
reSitude, and difinVereftediiets ; and nb imp^ial 
perfon, after having read thl$ compilktion, . caiv 
believe nae capable of forming cabals, arid engag- 
ing in plots of Rate, I may continue, indeed,- to 
be the objeS of perfecution ; but^it is no Ibnger 
poffible to blacken my chara^Eer, at feaft by af- 
cribing to me ambitious^ views, ot the vile'tafents 
and difpofitioA for intrigue^ Tn this pleafing con-» 
fidence, T am about to refume my occupations 
with greater ardour than ever : and when 'the be- 
Ibved pupils that are left me have no longer need 
of my cares, I fhall retire to an obfcure and pro^ 
found folitude— there to lofe the painful remem- 
brance of the envious, the ungratc&I, and the 
wicked, 

POST- 
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,5 t^o editioBtis of tbU "wpik Iwve. bc^ pdnt€(^ 
o^^ in pSgvQ,^ the ot,h.ejr i^iupdifpifliQ, U appeared 
fccmfib Ux^r tjigii I h^^ fuppoftd^ Th^ delay jha4 
affof^e^;! i^e thft Qpppi:tmii(;y of adding ibis .nptje, 
5y hicb . wiB ^^ifw^r bffprij-b^nd ^ cenfyxe that cer* 
tajin p^f fpp5 WjfclJ not t^il to Wfto w* It will be faid 
that, out of refpe^ to tli^bappy ord^sT of things 
now eftabliihed, i ought to have fupprelTed or -al- 
tered various paiTages in the preface to the fird 
yolume. To this the following is my anfwer : 
The preface was ccunpofed and printed long before 
the departure of the king. The particulars rela« 
tive to the king include the necedary explanation 
of apart of the motives which rendered the condi^ 
tution refpe£lable and dear td my pupils. Befide, 
I dare believe that thefe particulars exhibit true and 
tifcful moral principles. Thefe are fufficient rea- 
fons to have prevented my fuppreffing tbem« 
Laftly, the king has juftified his departure; we 
ought to believe, tb^^ii^jquitf ie^ Paris he had no in- 
tention to leave the^kingdom, and to overturn the 
conftitution, if it were really the fruit of the gene- 
ral wifh. The truth of this he has particularly 
proved by his acceptance; which bears every mark 
of fincerity. Had fear led him to accept it, he 
would have returned, without examination, a fliort 

and dry anfwer, and nothiiig farther could have 

becfi 
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been required. But he refleded deliberately, an- 
fwered at large^ and has bound himfelf by all the 
reafoning that can render fofolemn an oath facredand 
indifToluble in the eyes even of thofe who pay the 
lca(lrerpe3 to public faith; In this view the king's 
acceptance is a real bleffing : the form could not 
be prefcribed to him, and that which he haschofen 
difpeb every alarm^ deftroys the feeds of difcord 
and of war, both foreign and domeftic, and fecures 
the return of order and tranquillity. Nothing 
therefore that I have faid in my preface ought to 
be fuppreffed ; it was the truth ; its utility will at 
all times remain^ and there is nothing in it pffen- 
(ive to the king, fince his prefent condud diiCpates 
every cloud, and fcaves not the fmalleft ground for 
fufpicion of the inviolablenefs of his oath. 



THE END. 
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